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Japan 


Takeshita To Pledge Cooperation With U.S. 
OW061315 Tokvo KYODO tn English 1300 GMI 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita will pledge during his visit to Washington next 
week Japan's readiness to use its enormous economic 
power for the world’s benefit and to work closely with 
the United States toward that end. government sources 
said Wednesday. 


The sources said Takeshita determined his basic diplo- 
matic stance for the summit with President Ronald 
Reagan in a meeting earlier in the day with Foreign 
Minister Sosuke Uno. 


Takeshita leaves for Washington next Tuesday for his 
first trip to the United States sine becoming prime 
minister last November. He 1s scheduled to meet with 
Reagan on Wednesday. 


Government sources said the Takeshita-Reagan summit 
is expected to focus primarily on major international 
political and economic topics. 


Individual economic issues are expected to be addressed 
during a separate meeting between Secretary of State 
George Shultz and Foreign Minister Uno next Tuesday, 
a senior Foreign Ministry official said. 


Government sources said Takeshita and Uno agreed the 
prime minister should express Japan's complete support 
for the United States position in arms control talks and 
on major East-West issues. 


Takeshita also plans to stress the importance of close 
economic cooperation among the United States, Europe 
and Japan to invigorate the world economy, government 
sources added. 


Budget To Help Fund Workers at U.S. Bases 
OW061147 Tokyo KYODO in English 1126 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—An increase in Japan’s 
share of supporting Japanese workers at U.S. bases here 
will be covered by the 18.4 trillion yen fiscal 1986-90 
defense buildup program, Defense Agency sources said 
Wednesday. 


Japan and the United States signed a five-year pact last 
January under which Japan agreed to shoulder up to half 
the cost of maintaining 21,000 domestic employees at 
U.S. military bases in Japan. The payments will cover 
family expenses, housing and retirement payments. 
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The government and the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party informally agreed to revise the agreement tn fiscal 
1988 to shoulder all costs except basic wages for the 
Japanese workers. The government and the LDP are 
expected to make their tinal decision on the issue Friday 


The government established a policy in January last year 
to hold defense spending to 18.4 trillion yen for the 
tive-year defense buildup program period, scrapping the 
1976 policy of keeping annual deiense spending to below 
| percent of Japan’s gross national product 


The government has already set aside a maximum otf 
20,886 million yen in the fiscal 1988 budget to cover the 
Japanese share of base employees’ expenses under the 
existing arrangement. The proposed revision of the 
agreement, if passed by the Diet, would double the 
current Japanese burden. 


The cabinet of former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naka- 
sone decided last October that Japan would consult the 
U.S. on ways to share the cost of maintaining U.S 
Forces in Japan as part of its contribution to promoting 
safe navigation in the Persian Gulf. 

The Status-of-Forces Agreement under the Japan-US. 
Security Treaty stipulates that the cost of maintaining 
the U.S. Armed Forces in Japan is to be borne by the 
U.S. and the facilities cost by Japan. The basic wages of 
the Japanese workers are paid by the U.S. 


The fiscal 1988 budget allocates | 20.3 billion yen toward 
the cost of keeping U.S. Forces stationed in Japan, up 9.8 
percent over the current fiscal year. 


U.S. Ban on Public Works Projects ‘Regretted 
OW061109 Tokvo KYODO in English 1050 GM1 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—The Japanese Govern- 
ment said Wednesday it regretted a U.S. decision to bar 
Japanese construction firms from public works projects. 


Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi told a news 
conference that the U.S. action was regrettable as it came 
at a time when the two countries were negotiating to 
open the Japanese market to U.S. construction compa- 
nies. 


Obuchi made the remark in connection with an 
announcement by the office of the U.S. Trade Represen- 
tative (USTR) in Washington Tuesday that Japanese 
construction firms will be barred from participating in 
U.S. public works projects. 


USTR officials said the decision will apply to overseas 
subsidiaries of Japanese construction firms and remain 
in force until Japan removes restrictions on U.S. con- 
struction businesses in public works projects in Japan. 
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Japan is the first country to be barred from U.S. public 
works projects. 


U.S. Government sources said the ban will also be 
applied to South Korea. The USTR will announce the 
results of investigations on US. access to government 
construction projects in other countries by January 22. 
U.S. Government sources said. 


Japanese officials said the government is studying the 
question with a view to opening the Japanese market to 
foreign construction companies. 


The USTR decision followed congressional approval of a 
600 billion dollar appropriations bill which allows the 
office to repudiate contracts concluded by foreign firms 
for participation in U.S. public works projects. 


Talks Held With U.S. on Farm Imports 
OW 061333 Tokvo KYODO in English 1317 GMT 
6 Jan &8 


{Text} Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—Japan said Wednesday 
it hopes to reach an agreement on a U.S. request that 
controls on orange and beef imports be lifted by next 
March when the bilateral import quota arrangement 
expires, government sources said. 


The sources said that the government made this clear 
when senior Japanese Government officials in charge of 
food control met with several visiting senior U.S. trade 
negotiators for an hour and half in Tokyo at the Ministry 
of Agriculiure, Forestry and Fisheries. 


Concerning the lifting of residual import controls on | 2 
agricultural items, Hidero Maki, director general of the 
ministry's Economic Affairs Bureau, told U.S. Deputy 
Trade Representative Michael Smith a final decision still 
must be made on the thorny issue. 


Smith asked Maki and Yasuo Kondo, director general of 
the Food Agency, to accept a possible recommendation 
to remove such restrictions by the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) to be adopted at its council 
session scheduled for February 2, the sources said. 


Taking up the question of whether Japan's foreign 
exchange gains from yen’s sharp upswing over the past 
two years have been adequately returned to consumers, 
Smith pointed to higher wheat and beef prices. 


Specifically, Smith said the Food Agency imported 
wheat at 115 dollars per ton last year and sold it to 
domestic distributors at 520 dollars per ton. 


Goto [not further identified] said in reply that the 
government lowered wholesale wheat prices in two times 
so far thus returning some 44 billion yen worth of foreign 
exchange gains to consumers. 


tw 
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Regarding beet prices, Akio Kyoya, director general of 
the ministry's Livestock Industry Bureau, said that 
Japan cut the retail price of imported beet by 23 percent 
between April 1986 and December 1987. 


Government Accepts GATT Farm Import Demand 
OW 060838 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish 0823 GMI 
6 Jan 8&8 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—The government, in a 
policy reversal, decided Wednesday to liberalize the 
import of 10 farm products as demanded by GATT. 
government sources said. 


They said the government reached the decision in a 
meeting between cabinet ministers and semior officials ot 
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 


The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
acting at a complaint from the United States, ruled last 
December that Japan must liberalize the import of 
pineapple and other nine non-staple farm products 
Japan refused to comply at the time. 


“We can't say no” if GATT renews its demand in a 
Board of Directors meeting next month, the senior LDP 
official said. 


The change of heart apparently reflected a government 
fear that further resistance from Japan would undermine 
its position as a free trade advocator. 


Government sources said Japan is a major beneficiary of 
the postwar trading system set under the aegis of the 
Geneva-based international trade watchdog organiza- 
tion. 


In its December ruling, GATT excluded starches and 
milk products from the list of import liberalization 
demand filed by the United States. 


Government sources said Japan has no plan to liberalize 
the import of starches and milk products for the time 
being. 


Apart from pineapple, other farm products that are 
expected to be liberalized include cheese, processed beef 
and pork, tomato and other non-citrus fruit jurce, and 
peanuts. 


Sumita News Conference Addresses Dollar Issue 
OW060748 Tokyo KYODO in English 0737 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—Satoshi Sumita, gover- 
nor of the Bank of Japan (BOJ), said Wednesday that the 
dollar’s value has apparently hit bottom following the 
coordinated market interventions by the Group of Seven 
(G-7) nations. 
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Sumita told this year’s first press conference that the 
markets had justly appraised concerted actions by the 
G-7 nations leading to a sharp recovery of the dollar on 
foreign exchange markets since Tuesday. 


The dollar renewed a postwar low close of 121.65 Yen 
Monday, but rebounded sharply Tuesday to the 124 yen 
level and closed Wednesday at !27.13 yen in Tokyo 


He said market wariness over excessive declines of the 
dollar led to its sharp recovery on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. 


Sumita said there has been no basic change in market 
intervention policies by the G-7 nations—the U-S., 
Japan, West Germany, France. Britain, Italy and Can- 
ada—-since the Louvre accord reached last February in 
Paris calling for policy coordination efforts. 


Sumita said the G-7 statement issued last December 23 
reaffirmed and reinforced the Louvre Accord but he 
refused to make comments on a reported secret clause in 
the statement. 


French Economics Minister Edouard Balladur report- 
edly said the G-7 statement included a hidden agreement 
regarding intervention policies of the G-7 central banks. 


Sumita pointed out that the G-7 statement clearly said a 
further decline of the dollar could be counterproductive 
to growth prospects of the world economy and tiere 1s 
nothing more to be added to it. 


He said he has heard nothing about the holding of 
another G-7 meeting, adding the current situation does 
not necessitate one. 


He said the U.S. has made positive efforts to reduce its 
fiscal and trade deficits while Japan is doing its best to 
expand domestic demand. both of them under the Lou- 
vre Accord. 


Touching on prospects for the Japanese economy this 
year, Sumita said it is on a firm path of economic 
expansion and will continue there as long as no large- 
scale, sudden appreciation of the yen occurs. 


There is also no need for the central bank to institute 
additional monetary measures at present, he added. 


Official on Exchange Rate 
OW060417 Tokyo KYODO in English 0351 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan.6 KYODO—A senior Finance Minis- 
try official said Wednesday the current coordinated 
market intervention by the central banks of monetary 
powers is aimed at correcting the dollar’s “overshot” 
rates in foreign exchange markets. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Tovoo Gyohten, vice finance munester tor international 
affairs, reporters the concerted dollar buying by LS... 
Japanese, and European monctacy authorities 1s “not 
merely to prevent excessive rate fluctuations, bul to 
correct the overshot rates.” 


Gyohten suggested that coordinated intervention will 
continue until the rates achieve certan levels agreed to 
by the Group of Seven (G-?7) nations 


The G-7 nations—the SS. Japan. West Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy. and Canada—issued a statement 
last December 23 promising to coordinate actions to 
Stabilize exchange rates. 


However, the statement tailed to impress market partic- 
ipants and dollar lost turther ground toward the end of 
last year and early this week, finishing at a postwar 
closing low of 121.65 Yen in Tokyo Monday 


The dollar, however, began to regain strength Tuesday, 
hitting 128 yen level in Tokyo trading Wednesday 


Gyohten said the G-7 countries had conducted similar 
market interventions to push up the dollar several times 
since the Plaza Accord on currency stability was reached 
in September 1985. 


“But such interventions did noi achieve their desired 
results as market players did not understand their objec- 
tives,’ he said. 


He said the market will have the final say on the extent 
to which such interventions are carried out. 


Ministry ‘Considering’ Sihanouk Invitation 
OW061225 Tokyo KYODO tn Enelish 1053 GMI 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—Japan 1s considering 
inviting Kampuchean resistance coalition leader Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk to Tokyo tn an attempt to help him 
achieve peace in Kampuchea, a senior Foreign Ministry 
official said Wednesday. 


The official, who requested anonymity, said Forergn 
Minister Sosuke Uno has ordered his Foreign Ministry 
officials to prepare for the visit. The exact date for the 
visit has yet to be decided, he said. 


Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita expressed Japan's 
support for Sihanouk’s peace efforts at the summit talks 
with six members of the Association of Southeas: Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) last December in Manila. 


On December 2, Sihanouk held historic talks with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen of the Vietnamese-backed Phnom 
Penh government in France. They are to meet for a 
second round of discussions tn France later this month 
on ways to end the 10-year-old civil war. 
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The Foreign Ministry official said Japan will be brieted 
by Sihanouk on recent developments in the talks with 
Hun Sen and his plan to end the conflict. 


Japan has also repeatedly called on Vietnam tor an earls 
end to the war. 


DPRK Ignores Request To Meet With Seamen 
OW 061245 Tokvo KYODO in English 1202 GMI 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—North Korea ignored a 
Japanese Government request for a meeting with two 
Japanese seamen detained in North Korea and sen- 


tenced recently to 15 years of labor on charges of 


espionage. a senior Foreign Ministry official said 
Wednesday. 


The official said North Korea recently acknowledged 
through Japan’s Red Cross that it had sentenced Isamu 
Beniko, captain of the freezer ship “No. !8 Fuyisan 
Maru”, and Yoshio Kuriura, the ship's chief engineer. 


Pyongyang did not respond, however, tc a Japanese 
request to meet with the two men, the official said. 


The (North) KOREAN CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY 
said last December that Beniko and Kuriura were ser- 
tenced to 15 years at labor on spying. Both men have 
been in North Korean custody since 1983, after their 
ship was implicated in carrying a North Korean soldier, 
Ming Hong-ku, as a stowaway to Japan. 


The official said Japan will continue to make efforts to 
have the two men returned. Japan has no diplomatic ties 
with North Korea. 


USSR, DPRK Building Up Military Cooperation 
OW031003 Tokvo KYODO tn English 0936 GMT 
3 Jan 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Jan. 3 KYODO—The Defense Agency 1s 
closely monitoring growing military cooperation 
between the Soviet Union and North Korea after a 
Soviet military jet was recently allowed to land in North 
Korea after having violated Japanese airspace, Defense 
Agency sources said Sunday. 


The Soviet Union formally announced a Soviet military 
aircraft landed at air port in Pyongyang last month after 
it violated Japanese airspace near Okinawa. An Air 
Self-Defense Force interceptor fired warning shots from 
its 20mm cannon when the Soviet TU-16 Badger 
bomber intruded into Japanese airspace on December 9. 


The Soviet Union blamed the violation on equipment 
trouble aboard the aircraft as it was returning to Vladi- 
vostok. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Military cooperation between North Korea and th 
Soviet Union has been increasing since May 1954 when 
North Korean President Kim I[l-song visited Moscow, 
according to an annual report published last August by 
the Defense Agency 


Soviet military aircraft were also allowed to fly over 
North Korean terntory on their wa, from Cam Ranh 
Bay in Pyongyang [as received] has received MiG-23 
fighters and Sa-3 surface-to-air missiles, it sand 


A Soviet Pacific Fleet squadron led by the Kiev-class 
aircraft carrier Minsk called at Wonsan harbor in North 
Korea in July 1986 and the North Korean Navy made a 
reciprocal visit to Vladivstok the same month 


North Korea and the Soviet Union also conducted joint 
military exercises off the east coast of North Korea tor 
the first time in October 1986 


The two countries also conducted combined exercises 
last October and intend to conduct them annually to 
counter joint military maneuvers between the United 
States and South Korea, the sources said. 


Uno Plans Foreign Ministry Reshuffle 
OW 061401 Tokvo KYODO in Enelish 1248 GMI 
6 Jan 88 


| Text] Tokyo, Jan. 6 KYODO—Foreign Minister Sosuke 
Uno plans a major reshuffle of his ministry staff later 
this month, including the promotion of Tatsuo Arima, 
consul general in San Francisco, to director general ot 
the North American Affairs Bureau, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Wednesday. 


According to the official, Uno has tentatively decided to 
appoint as ambassadors Hisashi Owada, current director 
of the minister's Secretariat, Koy: Watanabe. director 
general of the Economic Affairs Bureau, and Hirokazu 
Arai, director general of the Information Analysis. 
Research and Planning Bureau. The countries where 
they will be posted was not disclosed. 


Owada will be succeeded by Hiroaki Fuji, director 
general of the North American Bureau, and Fuyn will be 
replaced by Arima. 


Watanabe will be succeeded by Yoshiyasu Sato, minister 
at the Japanese Embassy in Washington, and Arai will be 
replaced by Shintaro Yamashita, minister in Thailand. 


Uno also plans to shift Tatsuo Yamaguchi, director 
general of the Latin American and Caribbean Affairs 
Bureau, to director general for Inspection. Yamaguchi 
will be succeeded by lutaro Sakamoto, current ambassa- 
dor to Paraguay. 


Their appointments are expected to formally be made 
January 23 after Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita’s 
visits to the United States and Canada. 
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North Korea 


KCNA on Withdrawal of U.S. Nuclear Weapons 
SKOS 1014 Pyongvang KCNA in English 
1002 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[“U.S. Imperialists Must Withdraw Their Aggression 
Forces and Nuclear Weapons From South Korea With- 
out Delay"—KCNA Headline} 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA)}—The U.S. impe- 
rialists are talking about “reduction of nuclear weapons” 
and “peace,” but, in actuality, are resorting as ever to 
adventurous manoeuvres for nuclear war. 


The great leader President Kim Il-song said in his new 
year address ‘or 1988: 


“Speaking from the point of vie of a fair deal, the 
United States 1s not at all justified in having brought 
nuclear weapons to South Korea and made it a nuclear 
base in confrontation with us who possess no nuclear 
arms. If these nuclear weapons are aimed at another 
socialist country, they ought to withdraw them from 
South Korea now that they have concluded a nuclear 
disarmament treaty with the Soviet Union.” 


U.S. President Reagan recently signed an expenditure 
bill railroaded by the U.S. Congress at the end of 
December last year, which disbursed 102 million dollars 
as military buildup spendings of the U.S. imperialist 
aggression forces occupying South Korea for 1988. 


The US. imperialists planned to spend this fabulous 
amount of fund in reinforcing and expanding hangars of 
their airforce bases in Kunsan, Osan and other places 
and building ammunition depots and bases of war 
reserve supplies in different parts of south Korea. 


This shows that they are putting spurs on the criminal 
manoeuvres for nuclear attack not only on the DPRK 
but also on her neigbouring socialist countries. 


They have already deployed more than 1,000 pieces of 
nuclear weapons of various kinds including neutron 
weapons in South Korea. 


This is four times NATO nuclear deployment in its 
density. 


The U.S. imperialists also deployed in South Korea such 
fighter bombers capable of carrying nuclear bombs as 
“F-15° and “F-16" for action. put their airforce in 
round-the-clock readiness and even scheme to deploy a 
“nuclear quick reaction force” capable of making a sortie 
in five minutes with nuclear weapons aboard bombers 
“in case of emergency.” 


Further, they are rushing on along the road of nuclear 
war provocation through such exercises for a test nuclear 
war like the “Team Spirit.” 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Today South Korea has turned into a “frontline strategic 
base” of the U.S. imperialists against the DPRK and 
other socialist countries, the biggest nuclear forward base 
in the Far East. 


If a nuclear war breaks out on the Korean peninsula 
owing to the U.S. imperialists, it will spread into a global 
thermonuclear war 


It 1s high time now that the U.S. imperialists took a step 
for the reduction of nuclear weapons, instead of merely 
talking about it. 


The United States must not run against the demand of 
the Korean people and the world’s peaceloving people, 
bul respond without delay to the DPRK's proposal tor 
disarmainent negotiations and immediately withdraw 
trom South Korea, taking along its aggression forces and 
nuclear; weapons. 


Antinuclear Struggle Urged 
SK061026 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1005 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN Wednesday in a signed article calls for defending 
peace under the banner of anti-imperalism and anti- 
nuclear weapons. 


The article says: 


In his new year address for this year the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, basing himself on the scientific 
analysis of the international situation created due to the 
imperialists’ policy of aggression, plunder and war, clar- 
ified the urgent task in the tield of international politics 
at the moment and ways for its materialization. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said: 


“The most important question in the field of interna- 
tional politics at the moment is to eliminate the source of 
nuclear war and preserve peace.” 


In order to completely eliminate the source of nuclear 
war and preserve peace, it is imperative to reduce and 
abolish nuclear weapons in all parts of the world where 
they are deployed and to create nuclear-free, peace 
zones. 


The Korean peninsula is the place where the danger of a 
nuclear war 1s greatest in the world. 


The United States 1s not at all justified [words indistinct] 
nuclear weapons are aimed at a another socialist coun- 
try, it ought to withdraw them from South Korea now 
that it has concluded a nuclear disarmament treaty with 
the Soviet Union. 


. 
. 
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Basing himself on the analysis of the root cause of threat 
to world peace and of growing international tension al 
present, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song declared 
in the new year address that all the peaceloving people 
must firmly unite and fight resolutely to check and 
frustrate the imperialists’ moves for aggression and 
another war and preserve peace 


The U.S. imperialists, frenzied with ambition to domi- 
nate the world by the superiority of strength, superiority 
of nuclear weapons, are stepping up military buildup and 
arms race. 


This ts proven by the moves of the United States after 
the signing of the INF treaty between the Soviet Union 
and the United States. 


As seen in the acceleration of the “Star Wars program”. 
the successive launching test of the inter-continental 
ballistic missile “Trident 2° and the cruise missile 
“Tomanawk™ for the perfection of new-type nuclear 
weapons, and the production of binary chemical weap- 


ons. the U.S. ruling quarters are resorting to the policy of 


Strength for world domination, not for disarmament. 


In an attempt to find a way out of present crises, the 
imperialists are militarizing their economies, opposing 
the socialist countries and intensifying plunder of the 
people of developing countries 


In these circumstances, all the peaceloving people must 
unite and fight resolutely to preserve peace by frustrating 
the imperialists’ moves for aggression, plunder and 
another war. 


In the new year address, the great leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song clarified that the peop'e of developing countries 
and oppressed nations must continue to intensify their 
anti-imperialist national-liberation struggle and fight to 
abolish the inequitabic old international economies order 
and establish a new fair one, and make a joint etfort to 
effect full-scale South-South cooperation. 


It is a great contribution to the cause of world peace for 
the people of developing countries and oporessed 
nations to intensify the anti-imperialist national-libera- 
tion struggle and fight to establish a new international 
economic order. 


This year too, our party and the government of our 
republic, under the unfurled banner of anti-imperialism 
and independence, will de: elop the relations of friend- 
ship and cooperation with the peoples of socialist coun- 
tres, non- aligned nations and other progressive people 
throughout the world, give unqualified support and 
encouragement to all the peoples in their struggle for 
national independence and for the building of a new 
society and will make all efforts to preserve the peace 
and security of the woria. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


NODONG SINMUN Urges Removal 
SKOS 1030 Pyonevang AC NA in Enelish 
LOIS GMI 5S Jan S&S 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA}—MINJU CHO- 
SON today carries @ signed article ttled “Most Impor- 
tant 'ssue on International Political Arena at Present.” 


The article says: 


In his new year address for this year, the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, basing himself on the scientific 
a ialysis of the present internatimnal situation, clearly 
iidicated a series Of principled questions and strategic 
tasks to remove the danger of nuclear war and safeguard 
world peace and security 


In his new vear address he said 


“The most important question in the field of interna- 
tional politics at the morrent is to climinate the source of 
nuclear war and preserve peace ~ 


As colossal nuclear weapons have been deployed in 
different areas of the world and the danger of nuclear 
war by the imperialists 1s growing as days pass by, 1 1s 
the most important question on the international polit- 
ical arena al present to eliminate the source of nuclear 
war and safeguard peace. 


The US. imperialists, intended to realize their domina- 
tion of the world by “strength”, are stepping up the 
development and deployment of new-type nuclear weap- 
ons 


In the last one year alone, they carried out nuclear tests 
1S times and held one nuclear missile launching test after 
another. 


Worse still. after the signing of the treaty on abolishing 
medium-and shorter-range missiles between the Soviet 
Union and the United States, the U.S. imperialists 
openly declared that they would never give up the “Star 
Wars program’. They are inveigling their “allies” and 
satellite countries into 1 and committed without hesita- 
tion the launching test for new inter-continental ballistic 
missile and began producing binary chemical weapons. 


The U.S. imperialists are continuing military exercises 
for a nuclear warfare. 


Preventing nuclear war and defending peace is a most 
important and primary common task of the governments 
and peoples of all countries of the world, not limited to 
the people of a certain country or region. 
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In order to prevent nuclear war and safeguard peace and 
security, it 18 imperative to remove the source of nuclear 
war. For this purpose, it is important to prohibit nuclear 
test, establish nuclear-free, peace zones in different areas 
of the world and wage a vigorous struggle to completely 
dismantle nuclear weapons. 


The article continues 


The Korean peninsula is the place to which greatesi 
attention should be paid in the struggle to remove the 
danger of nuclear war and safeguard peace at present 


By nature, the United States ts not at all justified in 
having brought nuclear weapons to South Korea and 
made it a nuclear base in confrontation with us who 
possess no nuclear arms. 


If these nuclear weapons are aimed at another socialist 
country, the United States ought to withdraw them from 
South Korea now that it has concluded a nuclear disar- 
mament treaty with the Soviet Union. 


Daily Comments on U.S. Military Construction 
SKO60501 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0451 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KCNA}—Commenting on 
the U.S.imperialists’ appropriation of 102 million dol- 
lars for U.S. military construction in South Korea this 
year, NODONG SINMUN Wednesday brands it as a 
criminal measure to perpetuate the US. troops’ occupa- 
tion of South Korea and step up preparations for a war 
against the North. 


The commentary says: 


The U.S. imperialists advertise as if they were interested 
in peace and reunification of Korea. But they are, in 


actuality, plotting to perpetuate their occupation of 


South Korea and stepping up preparations for a war 
against the North. 


it is their invariable strategic objective to turn South 
Korea into a “forefront nuclear attack base” and ignite a 
new war, thermo-nuclear war there. The United States 
intends to use South Korea as a springboard for aggres- 
sion on the whole of Korea and other socialist countries. 


In order to ease the tension on the Korean peninsula and 
open a favorable phase for its peace and peaceful reuni- 
fication, our proposal for phased arms reduction should 
be put into praciice at an early date. 


The United States must give up its war moves in South 
Korea at once, immediately respond to our disarmament 
proposal and get out of South Korea, as demanded by the 
peoples of Korea and other countries the world over. 
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No Tries ‘To Curry Favor’ With U.S. 
SAV61110 Pyonevang AC NA in English 
1049 GMI 6 Jan 8S 


(“Mask Thrown Off’ —KCNA Headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KC NA} —A South Korean 
“trade delegation” now on a visit to the United States 1s 
“discussing” pending issues of trode with its master in 
compliance with the unilateral demand of U.S. imper- 
alism for lifting an embargo on the import of beet from 
the United States 


This lays bare once again the brigandish nature of the 
US. umperialists who are victimizing the South Korean 
people to line their own pockets as well as the traitorous 
color of the puppets who are hell-bent on winning favor 
of their masters, regardless of the interests of the people. 
says MINJU CHOSON in a signed commentary 
Wednesday. 


The commentary continues 


By dispatching a “trade delegation” to the United States 
the No Tae-u clique aimed to curry favor with its US 
master and promote “security of power.” 


Before the “elections,” No’s clique allured farmers with 
a “commitment” never to lift the embargo on beet 
import. However, it 1s now throwing away the “commit- 
ment” without hesitation while imploring its master to 
tolerate the delay of the import until the Olympic games 
for fear of people's protests. This shows that there can be 
neither expectation nor illusion about the Chon Tu 
hwan-No Tae-u traitorous group that prolongs tts life in 
reliance on outside forces with its back towards the 


people 


The mask of “democracy” has been thrown off the No 
Tae-u clique 


Japan's ‘Overseas Expansion’ Criticized 
SK061117 Pyonevane KCNA in Enelish 
1038 GMT 6 Jan 8& 


[Text) Pyongyang January 6 (KC NA}—MINJU CHO. 
SON today brands the manoeuvres of the headquarters 
of the Japanese naval “Self-Defence Force” [SDF] to 
build a carrier as a new S!age for an overseas expansion 


The author of the commentary, says: 


The Japanese reactionaries are scheming to increase the 
number of carriers soon after the year 1991. This clearly 
Shows how hard they work to increase the offensive 
capacity of the “SDF”. 


The Japanese reacuhonaries are putting spurs to remntorc 
ing the aggressive forces to gratify their wild ambition tor 
overseas expansion vy the force of arms. 


FBIS-EAS-88-003 
6 January 1988 


The Japanese “SDF” is keeping itself in “full combat 
readiness” to move to the combat area any moment. 
while undergoing an intensive training under the simu- 
lated conditions of an actual wartare 


The history shows that Korea used to become the first 
springboard for the Japanese reactionaries in their over- 
seas aggression. 


The operation plan, the deployment of armed forces and 
military exercises of the Japanese “SDF” are mapped 
and executed in anticipation of “contingency” on the 
Korean peninsula. In particular, all this 1s further accel- 
eraied by the U.S. imperialists’ manoeuvres to ignite 
another aggressive war in Korea. 


The reckless moves of the Japanese reactionaries for 
overseas expansion to become a military power should 
not be overlouked. 


LSWYK Criticizes Israeli *Aggressors’ 
SKOS 1022 Pyonevane KCNA in Enelish 
1014 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA}-The Central 


Committee of the League of Socialist Working Youth of 


Korea and the Korean Students Committee recently 
issued a joint statement denouncing tie Israeli aggres- 
sors for their brutal massacre and suppression of Pales- 
timians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 


The statement said: 


Brutal terrorist offensive of the Israeli Zionists is a 
foolish and vicious criminal act to break the fighting 
spirit and confidence of the Palestinian people by san- 
guinary suppression and to perpetuate their occupation 
of Arab territory. 


The Israeli aggressors’ acts obstruct the peaceful solution 
of the Palestinian problem and pose a grave threat to 
peace and security in the Middle East and the world 
over. 


The Korean youth and students bitterly denounce the 
Israeli aggressors’ massacre of Palestinians and demand 
an immediate end to these thrilling atrocities. 


The U.S. imperialists stand behind Israel against Pales- 
tine. The U.S. imperialists and the Israeli Zionists are. 
indeed, a root cause and chiefta:.. of aggravating tension 
and disturbing peace in the Middle East. 


We the Korean youth and students who are always 
faithful to the cause of world peace, will actively support 
and encourage as ever the just cause of the national 
liberation struggle of the Palestinian people and youth 
and students who are valiantly fighting to retake their 
lost territory and achieve their legitimate rights, and 
Struggle shoulder to shoulder with them in the one and 
same ranks. 
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Kim Il-song Sees Norwegian Communist Chief 
Sa. 067] >» Py nvvane A ( \ iin } nelist 
1042 GMT 6 Jan 8S 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KCNA}—Comrade Kim 
li-song. general secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea. received today Comrade 
Kore Andry Nilsen. chairman of the Central Committee 
of the Norwegian Communist Party, on a visit to our 
country 


Present on the occasion were Hwang Chang-yop, mem- 
ber and secretary of the WPK Central Committee, and 
Kim Yong-sun. member. and first deputy director of a 
department, of the WPK Central Commitice 


Comrade Kim Il-song had a talk with the guest in a 
comradely and triendly atmosphere 


He wos presented with a gitt trom Comrade Kore Andre 
Nilsen 


Kim Yong-nam Greets Swiss Foreign Minister 
SA061089 Pyvonevane AC NA in Enelish 
OSITS GMLT 6 Jan SS 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KO NA}—Foreign Minister 
Kim Yong-nam sent a message of greetings to Rene 
Felber upon his appointment as forcign minister of the 
Swiss contederation 


The message expresses the conviction that the ‘uendly 
and cooperative relations between the two countries wil’ 
grow stronger and develop tn the future 


Hiwang Chang-yop at Banquet for Sri Lankans 
SA0605S17 Pyonevane hO NA in Enelish 
04 GMT 6 Jan &S8 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KCNA)}—The Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea gave a 
banquet Tuesday at the Mansudae Assembly Hall in 
honour of the visiting delegation of the Sr Lanka Free- 
dom Party headed by Anura Bandaranaike, vice-chair- 
man of the Ceatral Committee of the party and leader of 
the parliamentary group of opposition parties. 


Speaking at the banquet, Hwang Chang-yop. secretary of 
the WPK Central Committee, noted that now the Sri 
Lanka Freedom Party 1s actively striving tc build a 
neutral, democratic and socialist country 


We wish you new success in your struggle in Cie future, 


he said. 


Expressing the belief that the current visit to Korea by 
His Excellency Anura Bandaranaike would mark an 
important occasion im the development of the trendy 
relations between the two parties and two peoples, he 
declared 
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We will actively strive to develop the fnendl, and 
cooperaoive relations between the two parties 


Anura Bandaranaike in his speech noted that the Korean 
people under the wise guidance of the great leader 
President Kim Il-song waged a protracted struggle tor 
national independence from the imperialist yoke 


The long-drawn course of the revolutionary struggle of 
the grea: leader serves as a most valuable mode! to all of 
us and strikes the world people with admiration. he 
Stressed. 


Touching upon his Korean visit in 1975. he said 


I cannot help admiring the great successes gained by the 
Korean people over the past |0 odd years. Such enor- 
mous successes are results of the wise guidance of the 
great leader President Kim IlI-song 


That is why not only the Korean people but also the 
people of the Third World countries respect and revere 
him today, he said. 


He expressed the belief that the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two countries would grow stronger 
and develop in various domains in the future 


Indian Figure Decries Smear Campaign 
SK060419 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0411 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA}—D.P. Mahesh- 
wari, Chairman of the Indian Federation for World 
Cooperation and Cultural Relations, issued a press state- 
ment on December 26, strongly denouncing the South 
Korean authorities for having launched a base propa- 
ganda campaign against the Democratic People's Repub- 
lic of Korea im connection with the missing of their 
passenger plane. 


The statement said: The South Korean authorities have 
launched the heinous anti-communist smear campaign 
against the DPRK and the general association of Korean 
residents in Japan (Chongnyon), connecting them w:th 
the incident of the plane whose whereabouts ts still 
unknown. This is no more than a burlesque which 
nobody believes. 


We know that No Tae-u who was a “presidential candi- 
date of the Democratic Justice Party” of South Korea 
had abused the KAL incident in the “election” cam- 


paign. 


We support the statement issued by a KC NA spokesman 
on December 5 denouncing the South Korean puppets’ 
anti-DPRK smear campaign. 
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We strongly demand that the South Korean authorities 
apologize tor their sinister acts, admi: their response 
ity for rendering the situation on the Korean peninsula 
extremely tense and give up their anti-communist smear 
Campaign at once 


Daily Lauds Kim's Reunification Policy 
SAUSUSOU Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korea 
2125 GMT 4 Jan 87 


[INODONG SINMUN 5 January editonal “Let | 
Provide a New Turning Point This Year tor Natio, 
Harmony and lL nity] 


[Text] In his New Year's address, the great leader ( om- 
rade Kim Il-song, noting the just proposals ady anced last 
year by our party and the Government of the Republi 
for peace and the peacetul reunification of the country 
and efforts exerted for their realization and the successes 
and experience attained by the South Korean people in 
their struggle tor ending the tascrst military dictatorship 
for converting society into one governed by democracy 
and independence. and tor the peacetul reunification of 
the country as well as the lesson they have learned trom 
it. presented guidelines and policies that have program 
matic signficance im hastening the independent and 
peacetul reunification of the country 


In his New Year's address, the great leader © omradk 
Kim Il-song has taught: Realizing the country’s indepen 
dent and peacetul reunification 1s now the most pressing 
task facing the entire Korean population 


Saying that when the cause of national reunification can 
be hastened depends entirely on joint efforts made by the 
North and South—the direct parties to the reunification 
question—the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song pre 
sented principled rssues that the North and South should 
solve tor the settlement of the reunification question 


Explaining that promoting national harmony and unity 
and casing the current tension are the minimum require 
ments of the principle for holding North-South talks and 
settling the reunification question, the respected and 
beloved leader Comrade Kim II-song stated: If they show 
such a sincere attitude, we will meet and converse at any 
time not only with the people trom all walks of life 
political parties, organizations, and people of different 
opposition groups, but also with those in power—unless 
this 18 contiary to the people's will— and we wili meet 
everyone individually or collectively to exchange opin 
ions without reserve 


In particular, out of a desire to turn the situation on the 
Korean peninsula—the focus of the world’s attention 
and concern this year-—decisively in favor of peace and 
the country’s peaceful reunification, the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song., after insisting on making this year 
a historic year of creating a new turning point tor 
national harmony and unity by discussing and settling 
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without delay a few immediate problems such as discon- 
tinuing large-scale military exercise, including the 
“Team Spirit” joint military exercise, arranging multi- 
national disarmament talks, cohosting the 24th Olympic 
games by the North and South, and ceasing to hurl 
abuses and slander at each other, proposed the convoca- 
tion of a North-South joint conference attended by the 
representatives of all political parties and social organi- 
zations and people of all social standings, including the 
persons in authority on both sides. 


Also, after explaining tiie issues related to relations 
between Korea and the United States [chomi] designed 
to fundamentally settle the question of national reunifi- 
cation, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song stated once 
again that the most reasonable way to settle the question 
of reunification is for the North and South to establish a 
confederal state, neutral and nonaligned, based on rec- 
ognizing each other’s existence. 


With the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song stating new 
policies and methods for reunification, our people in the 
North and South have come to have pragmatic guide- 
lines that enable them to overcome the practical obsta- 
cles laid to reunification and advance the reunification 
movement. 


Because of their justness, no sooner had the great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song stated the guidelines and policies 
for national reunification in his New Year's address than 
they provoked warm sympathy and support among the 
people at home and abroad. 


The guidelines and policies for national reunification 
stated by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song in his 
New Year’s address are the just banner of reunification 
and national salvation that reflects the patriotic stand of 
our party and the government of the Republic to settle 
the question of national reunification by achimbving 
harmony and unity between the North and South at any 
cost, on the strength of the nation itself, in a way that 
corresponds to the interests of the nation. 


Also, in addition to the problems that should be solved 
jointly by the North and South—direct parties to the 
settlement of the reunification question—in order to 
hasien national reunification, it fully explains the prob- 
lems that should be settled between us and the United 
States to fundamentally solve the question of national 
reunification. In addition, it clearly states the most 
reasonable policies designed to settle the reunification 
question once and for all in addition to the problems that 
await a solution at an early date. 


The guidelines and policies for reunification stated in the 
New Year’s address open a new bright prospect for peace 
and reunification. 


The policy to meet and converse with anyone who takes 
the attitude of living peacefully by achieving harmony 
and unity between the North and South amounts to 
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clearly stating a best method of improving relations 
between the North and South, where the political and 
military state has become extreme, and of opening a new 
phase for talks, peace, and reunification. 


As stated in the New Year's address, if the North and 
South adopt a declaration of nonaggression by which the 
two sides promise not to invade each other, with willing- 
ness to remove the military standoff and the dangers of 
war al any cost, and take practical measures to increase 
the authority and function of the Neutral Nations Super- 
visory Commission of the present MAC and to guarantee 
the implementation of the MAC by organizing the Neu- 
tral Nations Inspection Force, the cause for distrust 
between the North and South will be eliminated and a 
road will be opened for peaceful existence without any 
national calamities caused by war even before the 
country’s reunification. 


The policy for convening a North-South joint conference 
occupies a particularly important place. This policy, 
worked out with a view toward making 1988 a year of 
historic changes providing a new phase for national 
harmony and unity by solving a few immediate problems 
between the North and South this year, shows our noble 
patriotic stand. 


In order to turn relations of animosity and confrontation 
between the North and South into relations of harmony 
and unity, there are many pending issues which must be 
solved without delay, such as discontinuing large-scale 
military exercise, including the “Team Spirit” joint 
military exercise; conducting multinational disarma- 
ment talks; cohosting of the 24th Olympic games, and 
discontinuing the hurling of abuses and slander at each 
other. These problems, which are related to the common 
national interests, can be solved correctly only when the 
opinions of the authorities on both sides, political par- 
ties, public organizations, and people of all walks of life 
are collected and integrated. 


In reality, the ardent aspirations for independence, 
democracy, and reunification are rapidly surging ahead 
in all quarters of South Korea and loud voices calling on 
the popular masses to fulfill their role as the driving force 
behind reunification movement can be heard. Because 
12 million people voted against prolonging the military 
rule in the presidential election held toward the end of 
last year, it is impossible to solve the pending issues 
between the North and South according to the common 
national interests by holding talks with the ruling party 
and those in ruling authorities in Souoh Korea, ignoring 
this mighty force, thereby showing that there must be 
arranged a stage for negotiation capable of rallying 
national consensus. 


The proposal for convening a North-South joint confer- 
ence is not only patriotic in its goal, but 1s also the most 
reasonable, practical, and timely initiative capable of 
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reflecting the interests and demands of the people of all 
walks of life in South Korea and, therefore, is a just 
proposal for national salvation that is acceptable to 
anyone. 


When the North-South joint conference is convened, it 
will break up the state of isolation between the North 
and South and open a new phase for hastening peace and 
peaceful reunificatmon of the country, something the 
entire population hopes for. 


The international situation in general shows sign of 
detente, and voices hoping for a peaceful solution to the 
Korean question grow stronger among the world’s peo- 
ple. The policy that calls on the North and South to ease 
the tension and solve the problems of reunification by 
reconciling and uniting with each other fully corresponds 
to the stream of the times and desire of the world’s 


people. 


The guidelines and policies stated in the New Year’s 
address are epochal measures for national salvation that 
can be advanced only by the respected and beloved 
leader Comrade Kim Il-song, the sun of nation and 
lodestar of reunification who, shouldering the burden of 
the nation, had earlier clearly illuminated the path to 
walk along for reunification and national salvation and 
for national prosperity based on the chuche idea and 
who leads our people on a single-track road toward 
reunification with his outstanding leadership, broad gen- 
erosity, and accommodation. 


Our people, summoning up trust and courage, are filled 
with a resolve to carry out the historic cause of national 
reunification without fail by tenaciously struggling in 
strong unity upholding the policies stated in the new 
year’s address and thereby overcoming the prevailing 
difficulties. For all the Korean people in the North and 
the South today, there is no more urgent national task 
than to reunify the divided country. The people in the 
North and the South are brethren with the same blood. 
Therefore, they should not distrust and confront each 
other, but should unite and advance along the road of 
reunification without fail. 


If the North and the South distrust and confront each 
other and seek division, this only gives foreign forces a 
chance to fish in troubled waters and is very harmful to 
the interests of the nation. National reunification should 
be achieved peacefully through dialogue between the 
North and the South. To this end, at present, the 
question of achieving national reconciliation and unity 
between the North and the South and alleviating tension 
between them should be resolved. This is not a matter of 
who will conquer whom or who will be conquered. Nor is 
it a question of one side overpowering and winning 
supremacy over the other. It is not only the demand that 
proceeds from the essence of the question of national 
reunification, the question of achieving national unity as 
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One nation, but is also the summation of the historic 
experience of North-South dialogue in which although 
dialogue was held, no success was achieved. 


Furthermore, as long as both sides deploy massive armed 
forces along the MDL, they will be unable to escape 
involvement in a war which would bring about national 
disaster. 


In recent years, proceeding from the patriotic, nation- 
loving, and peace-loving stand for detente and reunifi- 
cation, we have repeatedly put forth national salvation 
proposals for peace and reunification. However, none of 
them has been realized because the United States and the 
persons in auth ority of South Korea have assumed the 
attitude of refusing dialogue, peace, and reunification, 
while carrying hidden daggers. 


If the persons in authority of South Korea still cling to 
such an attitude this year, too, thereby hampering 
national unity and blocking the cause of peace and 
reunification, they will be unable to escape strong con- 
demnation at home and abroad. 


To fundamentally resolve the reunification question of 
our country, the United States should also perform its 
duty. The United States has continued its military occu- 
pation of South Korea, still avoiding our proposal for 
tripartite talks, and has turned South Korea into a 
nuclear base, the largest in the Far East, by introducing 
more than 1,000 nuclear weapons there. This 1s anach- 
ronistic and runs completely counter not only to peace 
on the Korean peninsula, but also to the cause of world 
peace. 


Since we possess no nuclear weapons, the United States 
has no justification in having brought nuclear weapons 
to South Korea. If these nuclear weapons are aimed at 
other socialist countries, there 1s no reason whatsoever 
for the United States to continuously maintain nuclear 
weapons that have been dragged into South Korea now 
that it has concluded a nuclear disarmament treaty with 
the Soviet Union. 


The United States should conclude a peace agreement 
with us and withdraw all nuclear weapons and armed 
forces of aggression from South Korea. It should not 
aggravate tension on the Korean Peninsula and hinder 
its reunification. 


Whether or not a new turning point for the independent 
and peaceful reunification of the country can be pro- 
vided at the present time emphatically depends on 
success in the South Korean people’s anti-U.S. struggle 
for independence and antifascist struggle for democracy. 
Last year, the South Korean people consistently staged 
the struggle to end the military fascist rule and to achieve 
independence, democratization, and reunification of the 
country. Thus, they fully demonstrated their strong 
desire and indomitable fighting spirit for independence, 
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democracy, and reunification and dealt serious blows to 
the military dictatorial forces which are under the 
manipulation of the United States. 


However, despite the desire of the South Korean people 
for the termination of the military rule and for the 
establishment of a civilian government, the military 
fascist dictatorship still continues. As a result, the people 
have come to have no hope, even though a change of 
regime is made. This is the reality of South Korea. 


Experience has clearly proven once again that as long as 
the U.S. colonial rule continues in South Korea, inde- 
pendenct and democratization of the South Korean 
society and the country’s reunification cannot be 
achieved. Therefore, the South Korean people should 
learn a lesson from this and more vigorously wage the 
antifascist struggle for democratization and reunifica- 
tion, upholding the slogan of the anti-U.S. struggle for 
independence. 


if all the Korean people in the North and the South and 
overseas who urgently desire detente and the country’s 
reunification are firmly rallied as one and vigorously 
turn Out in the struggle to found a neutral and non- 
aligned confederal state, the splittists at home and 
abroad will be made powerless, and the dawn of reuni- 
fication, the long-cherished desire of the nation, will 
break. 


Our party and people will surmount, without fail, all 
obstacles and difficulties lying on the path of national 
reunification and will achieve, without fail, the historic 
cause of national reunification with the united strength 
of the entire nation. There will be only greater victory in 
the future path of our people who are vigorously advanc- 
ing for the complete victory of socialism and for national 
reunification under the wise leadership of the great 
leader Comrade Kim II-song and the glorious party. 


Ho Tam Statement on North-South Conference 
SK051101 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 3 Jan 88 


[Statement by Ho Tam, member of the Political Bureau 
and secretary of the WPK Central Committee—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] The great leader Comrade Kim II-song, in his New 
Year’s address of 1988, summed up the shining successes 
and achievements which our people won in the revolu- 
tion and construction last year under the wise leadership 
of the party, and elucidated upon the honorable tasks to 
be accomplished in the new year. 


In particular, through his deep analysis and evaluation of 
the struggle which the South Korean people waged last 
year for independence, democracy, and reunification, 
and of the prevailing situation in South Korea, the great 
leader proclaimed the principled stand of our party and 
the government of the Republic toward the peace of the 
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country and its peaceful reunification, and put forth a 
new proposal to hold a joint North-South conference to 
be participated in by representatives of all political 
parties and social organizations and personages of all 
Strata in the North and South, including persons in 
authority in the North and South. 


Acknowledging that the guidelines and proposals that 
the great leader elucidated in his new year address in 
connection with the South Korean situation and the 
question of the fatherland’s reunification are the most 
rational and just way to peacefully settle the Korean 
question at present, | warmly support them along with all 
Korean people. 


The future path of the South Korean people and the 
national task of the fatherland’s reunification elucidated 
by the great leader are a chuche-oriented guideline of 
struggle which embodies the firm independent stand that 
one must assume responsibility for his own destiny and 
shape it by his own effort, and the completely creative 
stand that all problems must be solved according to the 
specific situation and masses’ interest. 


The guideline of the respected and beloved leader to 
accelerate the cause of antifascist democratization and 
the fatherland’s reunification under the slogan of the 
anti-U.S. struggle for independence is an invincible 
militant banner with which the South Korean people can 
successfully push ahead with the anti-U.S. antifascist 
national salvation struggle, not repeating the bitter expe- 
rience which does not bear fruit though they gallantly 
struggle even under the harsh military dictatorial system. 
The great leader not only has wisely elucidated the future 
path of the South Korean people’s struggle but also 
elucidated the way to accelerate the fatherland’s reunifi- 
cation—the most urgent national task of all Korean 


people. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught: The 
degree of accelerating the country’s reunification 
depends entirely on the joint effort made by the North 
and South, the direct parties to the question of reunifi- 
cation. 


The great leader has put forth as a minimum require- 
ment of principle to adopt a posture and stand promot- 
ing national reconciliation and unity and easing tension 
to rapidly accelerate the reunification of the country, and 
elucidated the principled stand of our party and the 
government of the Republic that, if such a sincere 
attitude is shown, we can individually or collectively 
meet and converse at any time without reserve not only 
with people of all walks of life and personages of political 
parties, organizations, and opposition groups in South 
Korea but also with the South Korean rulers, unless this 
is contrary to the people’s will. This new stand for 
North-South dialogue as well as for the settlement of the 
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reunification question is an embodiment of the chuche- 
oriented and patriotic noble intent of the fatherly leader 
who places the interest of our nation above all else and 
solves all problems according to the specific situation of 
our country. 


As is known by all people, today, between the North and 
South, the hard-won multi-channelled dialogues have 
not resumed after their sudden suspension, rather antag- 
onism and confrontation as well as the danger of war and 
permanent division are growing with each passing day. 


If such a state of confrontation and tension between the 
North and South is left as it is, our nation will have its 
destiny flouted by the interest of outside forces and will 
invite the disgraceful tragedy of suffering a new catastro- 
phe and the disaster of fratricidal war in the end. 


This guideline of the great leader in which he elucidated 
that we will meet anyone and discuss reunification, if a 
stand to seek reconciliation and unity between the North 
and South and to live in peace is adopted, is the best 
prescription to improve the abnormal North-South rela- 
tions, in which the state of isolation continues and the 
state of confrontation has reached its worst stage, and to 
open a new phase of dialogue, peace, and peaceful 
reunification. This is a reflection of the ever-growing 
desire of the whole nation for reunification and the trend 
of the current international situation which is gradually 
showinx signs of detente [wanhwa], and is a reflection of 
the noble patriotism and lofty generosity and magnanim- 
ity of the respected and beloved leader who regards the 
settlement of the national question as most preferable 
and does everything to serve this. 


It is of particular importance that in his new year address 
the great leader proposed holding a joint North-South 
conference to make 1988 a historic year that will provide 
a new opportunity for national reconciliation and unity 
by solving several pending problems between the North 
and South this year. 


In view of the correctness of its intent, and of the nature 
of pending problems, the proposal to hold a joint North- 
South conference is the most rational and realistic 
nation-saving proposal. The suspension of the hard-won 
dialogues between the North and South was due to the 
fact tiat the South Korean authorities, along with the 
United States, staged the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercise attacking us—the opposite party in the dialogue. 
And the suspended dialogues have not been resumed and 
confrontation grows between the North and South 
because of the military buildup and ceaseless provoca- 
tive commotion of all kinds carried out in South Korea 
against us. 


In addition, the question of co-hosting the 24th Olympic 
games and the question of ceasing to slander and sling 
mud against one another are presented as very urgent 
problems of reality in improving North-South relations 
and realizing national unity. 
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Therefore, to turn the North-South relations of antago- 
nism and confrontation into those of reconciliation and 
unity, Outstanding issues between the North and South, 
such as the problem of discontinuing “Team Spirit” 
joint military exercises and other large-scale military 
exercises for the present, and of convening multinational 
arms reduction talks, of co-hosting the 24th Olympic 
games, and of ceasing to slander and sling mud at one 
another, must be speedily solved. 


These problems are not ones related to the interests of 
the authorities of both sides or any specific political 
party but ones related to the common interests of the 
whole nation, including all classes, circles, and political 
forces of the North and South. Therefore, they can be 
correctly settled only when the will of the authorities, 
political parties, social organizations, and individual 
personages of the North and South is synthesized. 


In South Korea, as shown by the result of the presidential 
election conducted some time ago, | 2 million people, far 
more than a half of the voters, have actually opposed the 
extension of military rule. Therefore, it has become 
certain that the question of North-South relations cannot 
be resolved in conformity with the common national will 
through talks in which only the ruling party and the 
authorities in power participate while ignoring these 
mighty forces. Only when a North-South joint confer- 
ence is held in which, together with the persons in 
authority of both sides, representatives of political par- 
ties and public organizations and individual personages 
from all walks of life in the North and the South who 
represent the will and interests of all circles of society 
participate, and discussions take place can the problems 
raised be resolved in a fair and aboveboard manner and 
in accordance with the general will of the nation. 


As the great leader indicated in his New Year's address, 
if a North-South joint conference is arranged, a new 
phase will be opened in eliminating the state of deadlock 
between the North and the South and in expediting 
peace in the country and its peaceful reunification, 
which the whole nation urgently desires. 


Indeed, the proposal for holding a joint North-South 
conference put forward by the respected and beloved 
leader is not only a just proposal of national salvation 
acceptable to anyone who loves the country and the 
nation, but is also a timely and patriotic initiative for 
national reconciliation and unity in view of the lofty 
ideal of patriotism overflowing in it, the urgency of the 
problems raised, and the reasonableness in the ways of 
their resolution. 


In particular, this proposal is also a significant historic 
one which further hardens all Koreans’ patriotic desire 
and will to achieve reunification because it was 
advanced on the first morning of this year, the 40th 
anniversary of the April joint conference of the political 
parties and public organizations of the North and the 
South at which the great leader proposed to elucidate 
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ways for national salvation apd reunification in 1948, 
when the national territory and the nation were placed 
under the crisis of a permanent split as a plot to conduct 
separate elections and to establish a separate government 
in South Korea became evident. 


Besides this, in his New Year’s address, the respected 
and beloved leader clearly clarified again the stand of our 
party and the government of the Republic toward the 
problem of Korean-U.S. relations for the fundamental 
resolution of the Korean question and toward the prob- 
lem of founding a confederal state as a most reasonable 
way for the independent and peaceful reunification of 
the country. 


The respected and beloved leader’s historic New Year's 
address, in which he has clearly elucidated all problems 
ranging from the present measures with regard to the 
situation of South Korea and national reunification to 
the ways for their complete resolution, is not only a 
mighty theoretical and practical weapon, but is also a 
great programmatic document for national salvation and 
reunification which more vigorously enqourages the 
South Korean people’s struggle for independence, 
democracy, and reunification and which makes it possi- 
ble to further promote the cause of reunification by 
joining the desire and will of all of the Korean people for 
national reunification in a single stream. 


Greeting the new year 1988 with hope, all of the Korean 
people are faced with the honorable task of making this 
year a Significant historic year which will put an end to 
the disgraceful national history of antagonism and con- 
frontation and which will open a new chapter of recon- 
ciliation and unity by advancing forward, upholding the 
nation-saving proposal put forth by the great leader, the 
sun of the nation and the lodestar of national reunifica- 
tion. 


All of the Korean people who really love the country and 
the nation and who urgently desire peace in the country 
and its peaceful reunification should firmly unite and 
vigorously wage the grand march of national salvation 
and reunification everywhere—in the North and the 
South and overseas—under the banner of great national 
unity, cherishing in their hearts the joy of greeting the 
new year of glory in which the great (?wisdom), with 
which the fellow countrymen can live in peace, unite, 
and, thus, achieve national reunification, has been 
unfolded. 


I hope that all political parties, public organizations, 
personages of all walks of life, and the authorities in 
South Korea will express support and sympathy to the 
national salvation proposal put forth by the great leader 
in his New Year’s address and will make all possible 
efforts to expedite its realization. At the same time, | 
take this opportunity to express the firm conviction that 
governments, political parties, public organizations, and 
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peace-loving people of all countries of the world will 
extend firm solidarity as ever with the struggle of the 
Korean people for national unity and reunification. 


[Dated] 3 January 1988, Pyongyang 


Central People’s Chi Chang-ik on Proposal 
SK060815 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2200 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Statement by Chi Chang-ik, general secretary of the 
Central People’s Committee, issued on 5 January in 
Pyongyang—read by announcer] 


[Text] Having heard the historic New Year's message of 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, who elucidated a 
new national salvation measure greeting the New Year of 
1988, all of the Korean people are full of boundless hope 
and emotions, foreseeing the bright future of national 
reunification. 


In his New Year message, the great leader put forth a 
policy of making this year a historic year to effect a new 
turning point for national harmony and unity and 
advanced a new nation-saving plan to convene a North- 
South joint conference with representatives from various 
political parties and public organizations including the 
persons in authority of both sides and the figures from all 
walks of life participating. 


Recognizing that the plan to convene the North-South 
joint conference put forth by the great leader is an 
epochal nation-saving step including the lofty patriotic 
intention to unfold a new chapter for national harmony 
and unity by ending the chapter in North-South relations 
where antagonism and confrontation accumulated, | 
ardently support and welcome this plan. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song has taught: If a 
joint North-South conference is realized, a new phase 
will open in eliminating the antagonistic situation 
between the North and the South and in expediting 
peace and the peaceful reunification of the nation, which 
all of the people ardent!y aspire for. 


From the outset, national reunification is not a task for 
the benefit of a certain class, rather it is a task for the 
benefit of all of the people. This is a pannational task 
which should be realized in accordance with the com- 
mon will of all of the people, not with the will of a certain 
special class. Therefore, national reunification, which is 
related to the destiny of the entire nation, can be 
achieved only when all classes, circles, and political 
forces in the North and th h aspiring for reunifica- 
tion attain a nationwide | unite their strength. 


Voices calling for resolu he reunification issue 
with the popular masses a‘ main force, demanding 
that this issue should not be monopolized by only a few 
persons in authority, are increasing with each passing 
day among a broad range of opposition forces and people 
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in South Korea. The South Korean people's aspiration to 
directly participate in resolving the reunification issue is 
quite natural and reasonable. Thus, the North-South 
Gialogue for peace and the peaceful reunification of the 
country should adopt the method of a conference that 
can broadly reflect their will and intention. 


Today a broad range of the people and opposition forces 
who are opposed to the extension of military rule have 
emerged as mighty, and by no means negligible, forces in 
South Korea. Thus. it is clear to everyone that no 
question regarding national unity between the North and 
the South can be resolved without them. 


The plan to convene the joint North-South conference is 
a reasonable and positive nation-saving plan. It is 
designed to fairly resolve the questions raised in North- 
South relations according to the common will of all of 
the people, not the view of a certain party or certain 
faction, by collecting the intentions of the forces which 
are being reorganized in South Korea, in other words, 
the ruling party including the ruling authorities, as well 
as the opposition forces including opposition political 
parties, and the people from all walks of life. 


This plan correctly put into consideration today’s situa- 
tion in which the pannational work to turn the relations 
of distrust and confrontation existing between the North 
and the South over 40 years into the new relations of 
harmony and unity cannot be correctly resolved merely 
through talks of authorities or talks of civilians as in the 
past. Thus, this plan is a realistic and epochal nation- 
Saving step. The joint North-South conference should be 
urgently convened. 


The South Korean authorities, if they are interested in 
peace and the peaceful reunification of the nation even 
to the slightest degree, should discard the position of 
confrontation and division and turn to the position of 
national harmony and unity. And they should change 
their policy in the direction of easing tension, doing away 
with the policy of war. Holding that these changes are 
made, I hope that they will show an affirmative response 
to the proposal for the joint North-South joint confer- 
ence, which would make this year the one of a historic 
turning point for national harmony and unity. 


I also express my expectations that various political 
parties, public organizations, and figures from all walks 
of life in South Korea will strive to convene the joint 
North-South conference, which will fully reflect their 
intentions. 


[Dated] 5 January 1988, Pyongyang 


*‘Upswing’ in Socialist Construction Urged 
SK061035 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1017 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 6 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN and MINJU CHOSON today editorially call for 
adorning this year which marks the 40th anniversary of 
the foundation of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea (September 9, 1948), with high political and 
labour successes. 
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An editorial of NODONG SINMUN says: 
The great leader Comrade Kim II-song taught as follows: 


“The year 1988 is a year of great significance which 
marks the 40th anniversary of the foundation of the 
Republic. 


This year we must bring about another great upswing in 
all fields of socialist construction and ensure that our 
Republic which has risen to a high level as a socialist 
state that has become independent, self-sufficient, self- 
reliant in defence, by overcoming many-fold difficulties 
and trials, will demonstrate its might to the whole world 
and celebrate its 40th anniversary as a grand festival of 
victors.” 


It is the intention and determination of the party and the 
leader and the unanimous desire of our people to cele- 
brate the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Repub- 
lic as a grand festival of victors. 


When the entire people in response to the call of the 
party and the leader bring about another great upsurge in 
socialist construction and strengthen our revolutionary 
forces in every way so as to celebrate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the foundation of the Republic, the revolutionary 
gains which have been attained through our rigorous 
struggle will shine more brightly and the might and 
bright future of the Republic which is advancing under 
the banner of the chuche idea will be powerfully demon- 
Strated. 


Calling for effecting a great upswing in all fields of 
socialist construction, the editorial says: 


We must take hold on it as the central tasks of socialist 
construction this year to add greater momentum to the 
grand project which is already making long strides, and 
direct primary efforts to the projects for expanding and 
strengthening the technical foundations for production 
in the power industry, coal mining, metallurgy and other 
key industries. Along with this, we must develop the 
chemical and light industries and accelerate construction 
to provide an adequate solution to the problems of food, 
clothing and housing for the people. We must radically 
increase the capacity of transport by concentrating great 
efforts on the railways which are in the forefront of the 
national economy and thoroughly implement the social- 
ist rural theses and the agriculture first policy of our 
party in the rural economy to bring about a new turn in 
the agricultural production. 


Noting that we must celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the foundation of the republic with shining political 
success as well as big labour achievements, it outlines in 
details the tasks arising in politically and ideologically 
strengthening our revolutionary ranks. 
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It calls upon all the functionaries, party members and 
other working people to come out as one in the general 
march to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founda- 
tion of the republic as a grand festival of victors with 
boundless loyalty to the party and the leader. 


Daily Marks Anniversary of Kim Il-song Work 
SK060448 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2122 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[NODONG SINMUN 14 December special article by 
the chairman of North Hwanghae Provincial Adminis- 
trative and Economic Guidance Committee: “Devoted 
Service for the People Is the Lofty Mission of the 
People’s Regime’’] 


[Text] It has been 10 years since the publication of the 
classic work of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
“Let Us Further Strengthen the People’s Regime.” 
Observing this anniversary, our people and functionaries 
of the people’s regime cherish deeper in their hearts the 
wisdom of the leadership of the party and the leader in 
putting forth the independent idea of building a people's 
regime and brilliantly realizing it. 


The respected and beloved Comrade Kim Il-song is the 
founder of our people’s regime and a great leader. The 
great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, based on his scien- 
tific insight on the importance of sovereignty in the 
revolution and construction, put forth a precise idea, 
line, and policy on building a regime at every period and 
stage of revolutionary development, and has wisely led 
the struggle to realize them. It is of great significance that 
the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song published the 
historic work “Let Us Further Strengthen the People’s 
Regime” on 15 December 1977. This is the immortal 
classic work on building the people’s regime that gave 
comprehensive solutions to fundamental problems in 
strengthening and developing the people’s regime, and it 
iS a programmatic guideline to which the functionaries 
of our people’s regime should always adhere. 


The work sets forth, based on the profound principles of 
the chuche idea, the truth that sovereignty becomes the 
basic problem in the revolutionary struggle and summa- 
rizes the proud struggle experiences in which this prob- 
lem was brilliantly solved in our country. The work also 
comprehensively elucidates all the problems in building 
a regime, including the mission and duty of the people's 
regime and the methods and tasks of enhancing its 
function and role. Hence, the work of the great leader is 
the guideline that elucidates the way for the working 
class to build the revolutionary regime and the ideolog- 
ical and theoretical weapon that powerfully assists the 
popular masses in the cause of independence. 


The functionaries of our people’s regime have deeply 
learned, through actual experience, the justness of the 
ideology, theory, and policy put forth in the work of the 
great leader, as those who are directly responsible for 
realizing the independent idea on building the people’s 
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regime. By advancing along the independent road of 
building the regime elucidated by the great leader Com- 
rade Kim Il-song. our power organs have come to have 
clear features as a revolutionary regime for the workers 
and farmers and have carried out their militant function 
and role. 


Today, all the power organs at various levels, including 
the people’s committees and the administrative and 
economic guidance committees, actively struggle to pro- 
tect and realize our people’s rights and interests and 
vigorously accelerate socialist construction under the 
banner of the three revolutions. During this process, the 
people’s trust in the people’s regime has further 
increased and the might of all the people firmly united 
around the party and the government of the Republic has 
further solidified into an invincible party. This 1s firm 
proof of the justness of the independent idea of building 
a regime established in the work of the great leader and 
the wisdom of the leadership of our party center for its 
brilliant realization. 


Through such experiences the functionaries of our peo- 
ple’s government came to have the firm belief that when 
they thoroughly implement the classic work by firmly 
adhering to it in the future, the people’s government will 
play the role of a mighty weapon for socialist and 
communist construction and of the banner for our 
people’s freedom, independence, happiness, and pros- 
perity. 


The important idea we should continuously adhere to 
and embody based on the great leader Comrade Kim 
[l-song’s classic work is the idea for functionaries of 
organizations of the people’s government to become 
faithful servants of the people. 


The great leader ( omrade Kim Il-song has taught: Faith- 
fully serving the working masses 1s a glorious mission of 
the people's government. The people’s government 
should assume safeguarding and protecting the interests 
of the working masses as its duty and functionaries of 
organizations of the people’s government should become 
servants of the people 


The mission of the people’s government as a faithful 
servant of the people proceeds from the original nature 
of our people’s government, which carries Out 1ts works 
by assuming the chuche idea as its guideline. 


The people's government ts a weapon that represents the 
independent rights and interests of the popular masses 
and organizes and mobilizes their creative strength 
Functionaries of organizations of the government are 
representatives of the people selected from among the 
people. Therefore, the people’s government should not 
be an organization that reigns over the popular masses 
and functionaries of organizations of the government 
should become faithful servants of the people. 
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The boundless honor and worth of furictionaries of 
Organizations of the people’s government lie in that they 
faithfully serve the people amid deep trust from the 
people. 


In his classic work, the great leader Comrade Kim II-song 
taught that for organizations of the people’s government 
to fulfill their mission as faithful servants of the people, 
democracy should be thoroughly realized in activities of 
the state and elucidated that only socialist democracy is 
genuine democracy. 


As taught by the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song, 
democracy is, in other words, politics that reflect the will 
of the working masses. The state should establish policies 
according to the will of the people, implement them 
according to the interests of the working masses, and 
practically ensure genuine freedom, rights, and happy 
lives for the working masses. This is true democracy. 


Such democracy can be implemented only under a 
socialist society. Dear Comrade Kim Chong-il eluci- 
dated the idea that the essential superiority of socialist 
democracy is the superiority of collectivism over indi- 
vidualism and the superiority of the everlasting social 
and political lives of social groups over the physical life 
of an individual. Thus, he profoundly explained the 
important questions on implementing genuine politics 
for the people and on demonstrating the superiority of 
the socialist system. 


Functionaries of organizations of our people’s govern- 
ment should deeply study and understand such noble 
ideas and theories by linking them with the great leader's 
idea on democracy and should further demonstrate the 
superiority of the socialist system in our country, where 
democracy is ensured at its loftiest stage. To do this, they 
should fulfill their role as faithful servants of the people 
by upholding the intentions of the party and the leader. 


In his classic work, the great leader Comrade Kim II-song 
elucidated the issue of properly carrying out socialist 
economic and cultural construction while comprehen- 
sively indicating methods for the people’s government to 
maximally serve the popular masses. 


Correctly guiding socialist economic and cultural con- 
struction is an important mission of organizations of the 
people’s government, in particular, administration and 
economic organizations at all levels, the execution orga- 
nizations. Only when administration and economic 
Organizations correctly guide socialist economic and 
cultural construction can they brilliantly realize the ideas 
of the party and the leader for gigantic socialist construc- 
tion and better ensure democratic freedom and demo- 
cratic rights and happy lives for the people. 
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The might and potential of the self-reliant national 
economy built in our country under the wise leadership 
of the party and the leader are boundless and infinite. A 
firm material foundation has been provided every where 
to epochally enhance the people’s standard of living. 


North Hwanghae Province, for example, under the lead- 
ership of the party and the leader, has been turned into a 
solid industrial zone that has various comprehensive 
economic domains, including the mining industry, the 
metallurgical industry, and light industry, and into an 
agricultural area with an advanced rural economy. It also 
has the firm foundations required to promote the peo- 
ple’s standard of living including a duck plant, a chicken 
plant, and an orchard. 


The question is how our functionaries skillfully ride and 
dash on the fine horse provided by the great leader. The 
basic issue for the guiding functionaries, incluat:., func- 
tionaries of the administration and economic organiza- 
tions, to correctly guide socialist economic and cultural 
construction is to highly demonstrate the spirit of abso- 
luteness and unconditionality in implementing the great 
leader’s teachings and the party’s decisions and direc- 
tives by deeply understanding the ideas and intentions of 
the party and the leader. 


Our party has now put forth a gigantic plan to expedite 
the complete victory of socialism by accelerating social- 
ist economic construction and by completely realizing 
the socialist rural theses in the near future and has wisely 
organized and led the struggle for this plan. 


Nothing is more important and glorious for the function- 
aries of our administration and economic organizations 
than to brilliantly realize the party’s plan by upholding 
it. When the functionaries of government organizations, 
including administration and economic guidance com- 
mittees, vigorously push ahead with socialist economic 
construction by upholding the plans and ideas of the 
party, the people’s government can play its role as 
organizer of the creative ability of the popular masses 
and as the householder with responsibility for the peo- 
ple’s lives and can vigorously accelerate socialist con- 
struction. 


Our province is faced with tasks to complete the con- 
struction of the Sariwon Potash Fertilizer Complex 
ahead of schedule by upholding the plans of the party 
and the leader and to rapidly develop the economy of the 
province. We will build the Sariwon Potash Fertilizer 
Complex at an early date to be a proud creation of the 
era of the Workers Party by properly carrying out admin- 
istration and economic organizational work, as well as 
command work, and by correctly organizing and mobi- 
lizing the strength of the province. 


It is an important economic task laid before the province 
to struggle with great attention to implement the party's 
policy for active development and utilization of meta- 
anthracite. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song has taught many 
times that metaanthracite, buried underground in limit- 
less quantities throughout the province, should be 
actively developed and widely used in many domains of 
the national economy. Actively developing and utilizing 
metaanthracite, as taught by the great leader, are of great 
significance in properly managing the nation’s house- 
keeping, in economizing energy resources, and in nor- 
malizing the industrial production of the province. 


The experiences of various uniis wiihin the province 
show that when one boldly rebuilds heating facilities and 
correctly establishes plans for transporting and supplying 
metaanthracite with the spirit of absoluteness and 
unconditionality toward the party’s policies, one can 
actively use metaanthracite anywhere and can excel- 
lently maintain his household without causing any bur- 
den to the state. 


We will resolve, by our own strength, the problem of fuel 
requirements for the province and will vigorously accel- 
erate production and construction by directing great 
strength to the development and use of metaanthracite 
according to the demands of the party's policy. 


At the same time, we will responsibly organize and 
execute the work of promoting the people’s material and 
cultural life by properly carrying out the guidance and 
management of all economic sectors within the province 
and by normalizing production at a high level. In partic- 
ular, we will better ensure conveniences in the workers’ 
everyday life by correctly guiding educational, cultural, 
and public health works and commercial and urban 
management work. Thus, we will see to it that a turning 
point is effected in all domains of the people's material 
and cultural life. 


In his classic work, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
taught that organizations of the people’s government 
should encourage the producer masses to participate in 
economic management according to the demands of the 
Taean work system and should resolve all problems by 
mingling with producer masses and inspiring their col- 
lective wisdom and creative zeal. 


The socialist economy is a large-scale and highly social- 
ized economy and the masters of the socialist economy 
are none other than the popular masses. Therefore, only 
when we have the masses broadly participate in eco- 
nomic management by implementing the principle of 
collective economic guidance can we manage and oper- 
ate the socialist economy scientifically and reasonably. 


When we advance by adhering to the Taean work sys- 
tem, we can effect constant advances in socialist eco- 
nomic management and successfully accelerate socialist 
and communist construction. 
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Important in realizing the Taean work system 1s to guide 
functionaries to always mingle with the producer masses 
according to the demands of the Chongsanri spirit and 
the Chongsanri method and to actively inspire their 
wisdom and creative zeal. 


As for the case of the Provincial Administration and 
Economic Guidance Committee, it is important for 
functionaries of the province to go down to county and 
production sites, correctly linking all processes in pro- 
duction, and to resolve the impending problems by 
inspiring the masses. 


The series of successes, including the success attained by 
Unpa County in more actively developing local industry 
and in the building and housekeeping of the county, 
show that when party functionaries and functionaries of 
the administration and economic organizations unite 
their strength and when guiding functionaries of the 
province, functionaries of the county, and producer 
masses work in unity, advances will take place in eco- 
nomic work. 


One of the measures for organizations of the people's 
government to fulfill their mission as servants of the 
people lies in working according to the demands of the 
Chongsanri spirit, the Chongsanri method, and the 
Taean work system. 


The functionaries of organizations of our people’s gov- 
ernment should further strengthen the people’s govern- 
ment by devotedly working for the people, upholding the 
great leader Comrade Kim II-song’s teachings and the 
party’s intentions, and should vigorosuly push ahead 
with socialist construction. 


South Economy Reported Undergoing Crisis 
SK060441 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0415 GMT 6 Jan 82 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA) —The South 
Korean economy is expected to undergo a more serious 
crisis of dependance and bankruptcy this year, too. 


It is, first of all, because the colonial dependent economy 
of South Korea will come under heavier economic sanc- 
tions and pressure of foreign forces including U.S. impe- 
rialism than last year. 


The United States seems to plan to exclude the South 
Korean puppets completely from the application of its 
general preferential tariff system. The European Eco- 
nomic Community decided to exclude South Korea from 
the application of its General Preferential Tariff System 
from January this year. The decision will add 60 million 
dollars of tariff a year to the puppet clique. 
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Meanwhile, the puppet clique, in compliance with the 
U.S. imperialists’ demand for open trade, decided to 
systematically cut the tariff on imported goods from this 
year as low as 3-5 percent by 1991 and to widely open the 
markets of different fields such as insurance and services 
from this year. 


As a result, South Korea will be reduced to a dumping 
ground of surplus goods of the U.S. and other countries 
and a land of extortion. The national industry is bound 
to undergo a serious bankruptcy due to foreign commod- 
ities and capital. 


The price hike of imported raw materials will drive the 
South Korean economy into a tighter corner this year. In 
August last year, the prices of imported raw materials 
rose 22.4 percent in raw wool, 10 percent in scrap iron 
and 5 percent in chemical fibres, to the dismay of the 


puppets. 
Their prices are anticipated to keep increasing this year. 


The inflation caused by the monetary offensive of the 
fascist clique for the traitor No Tae-u’s faked “victory in 
the elections” is certain to adversely affect South Korean 
economy this year, too. In two weeks before the “presi- 
dential elections” last year, they printed 443,100 million 
won of money beyond schedule, and the total amount of 
money in circulation increased 22 percent by mid- 
December. The inflation is creating confusion in prices 
of goods and finance. 


The gloomy prospects of the South Korean economy are 
an outcome of the colonial dependent economy and the 
military fascist clique’s anti-popular rule. that is why its 
economic crisis is inevitable. 


SKNDF Issues ‘White Paper’ on Election Fraud 
SKO50521 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0452 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Pyongyang January 5 (KCNA) —The Propaganda 
Department of the Central Committee of the “South 
Korean National Democratic Front” [SKNDF] (Han- 
minjon) on December 25 last year issued “a white paper 
on the December 16 election fraud” branding the “‘elec- 
tions” in which the traitor No Tae-u’s “victory” was 
rigged up as “unheard-of irregular elections” held by 
invoking all the “government powers, money and 
intrigues,” according to radio “voice of national salva- 
tion.” 


Even according to some of the data released by the white 
paper, the puppet clique issued “special directives” to 
the army, “Security Planning Board,” police, all admin- 
istrative departments and agencies to work in advance 
with “public officials” under their jurisdiction and their 
families so that all of them might “vote” for No Tae-u. 
Hence such a queer act of receiving “notes” from every 
individual of them “pledging to vote for” No Tae-u. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The No Tae-u group enlisted more than one million 
government public officials as “campaigners” including 
the “ministers, vice-ministers” of the present fascist 
“regime” and “provincial governors,” more than 
500,000 administrative “public officials” of organs at all 
levels, employees of “state-run” enterprises and even 
tong and neighbourhood unit chiefs. 


Already on November |0 No Tae-u called a “meeting of 
92 district party committee chai:.:..en” and set every and 
each district a goal to win votes in the “presidential 
elections,” threatening that those “district party com- 
mittee chairmen” who earned a low rate of votes should 
be naturally on the mat. And he alloted an average of 
more than 100 million won for each “district party 
committee” in the name of “campaign fund.” 


The No Tae-u group ran amuck in a moving-vote- 
winning operation by presenting as shock brigades many 
Organizations including the “Youth Voluntary Service 
Corps,” a reenacted organization of the “Hitler's Youth 
League,” and the “Ex-Servicemen’s Association” and 
the “Headquarters of the New Village Movement.” 


When the political tide turned against it, the Chon 
Tu-hwan-No Tae-u group issued all conceivable emer- 
gency crackdown orders in succession including a “max- 
imum emergency duty order” to place South Korea in a 
state of semi-emergency martial law and, on the very day 
of “elections” posted more than 77,000 armed police 
around the voting and ballot-counting stations and com- 
mandoes around every nook and corner to threaten the 
voters. 


The No Tae-u group arrested more than 700 people in 
the two days of voting and ballot-counting alone, charg- 
ing them with “offences” in the “voting and ballot- 
counting.” 


No Tae-u took out more than 1,900 billion won from the 
‘national safe” as ““campaign™ fund, pocketed as such a 
haly of the 2,000 billion won which big business, in 
cahoots with the “Ministry of Finance” and the security 
overseers, illegally raked in from the security market, 
and received more than 700 billion won from the Hyon- 
dae, Samsong and other businesses and big enterprises in 
return for a promise that special favors would be granted 
to them after his seizure of power. 


The “Democratic Justice Party” encouraged the agents 
who served for voting and ballot-counting to irregulari- 
ties with valuables and money amounting to one million 
won. It also forced voters to sell their vote-papers and 
then made its underlings to vote in their stead. Such 
vote-selling was found in Seoul alone on more than 240 
occasions. 


The No Tae-u military dictatorial group went so far as to 
hatch up such a despicable anti-communist farce as an 
air passenger jetliner incident with the aim of turning the 
unfavorable political situation in its favoy. 
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Even a person in authority of the “government.” to say 
nothing of the unbiased public opinion at home and 
abroad, confessed that the ruling party obtained one 
million votes for the jetliner incident. The No Tae-u 
group employed a countless number of methods at the 
time of voting and ballot-counting to rig up his “victo- 
ry,” such as group voting, changing of votes, relay voting, 
sham voting, bogus voting, changing of ballot- boxes. 
voting by proxy and computerized voting. 


More than 700,000 group ballots “voted for” No Tae-u 
were directly witnessed by a foreigners monitoring group 
at some voting stations of Seoul. 


Bogus voting played a decisive role in the rigging up of 
the traitor No’s “victory in the elections.” 


They registered as voters 26.2 million people who were 
at the age of 14 and above in the December, 1981, survey 
and issued vote notices to disguise nearly one million 
dead as No’s “supporters.” 


“Election” irregularities of the traitor No Tae-u num- 
bered more than 3,000 cases in Seoul alone and tens of 
thousands “nationwide.” 


No Tae-u, the target of people’s rancour, rigged up his 
“victory” by such intelligent tricks and irregularities. 


It is none but the United States that wrote an “election” 
scenario for a “peaceful transfer of power” and rigged up 
No’s “victory.” Although the United States laid stress on 
“non-interference” in the public eye with a glib talk 
about “fair elections” and “neutrality,” it wirepulled 
behind the facade every and each irregularity for No’s 
“victory” and had already worked out even scripts for 
the nullification of the “elections” and a “military coup” 
in case of emergency. 


The dictators who take power by means of bayonet and 
tricks against the people’s will are shortlived. They are 
sure to face a stern judgement and fatal punishment by 
history and the people. 


South Korea 


No Tae-u Talks With U.S. Congressman Solarz 
SK060917 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0816 GMT 6 Jan 87 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 6 (YONHAP)—South Korean Presi- 
dent-elect No Tae-u exchanged views Wednesday with 
Rep. Stephen Solarz, chairman of the U.S. House Sub- 
committee on Asian and Pacific Affairs, on the political 
situation in South Korea and other matters of mutual 
interest, including trade friction between Seoul and 
Washington. 
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During the breakfast meeting at a Seoul hotel, No told 
Solarz that he plans to receive recommendations trom 
the opposition side to help bring about national recon- 
ciliation by forming a committee for democratization 
and reconciliation. 


No said he felt sorry that opposition candidates did not 
respect the results of the Dec. 16 presidentia! clection at 
first but said that it was fortunate that there have been 
changes in their attitude. 


No won the election, garnering about 8 million votes, 2 
million more than Kim Yong-sam, candidate o. the 
opposition Reunification Democratic Party. Another 
opposition candidate. Kim Tae-chung, came in third 
about 200,000 votes behind Kim Yong-sam. 


On the matter of amnesty for political prisoners and 
human rights issues in Korea, No said he will make all 
possible efforts for the development of democracy and 
continue to make efforts to improve the human rights 
Situation. 


Solarz, the first U.S. congressman to visit Korea in 1988, 
said that he believed the Korean presidential election 
was conducted fairly in general and that the Korean 
people accepted the results. 


Solarz arrived here Monday for a four-day visit. During 
his stay, he has met with President Chon Tu-hwan, 
Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su, opposition leaders 
and Stephen Cardinal Kim Su-hwan, head of the Korean 
Catholic Church. 


Hyon Hong-chu, second secretary-general of the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party, and U.S. ambassador to 
Korea James Lilley also attended the No-Solarz meeting. 


Trade Talks Failure Opens Way to Friction 
SK060137 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Jan 88 p6 


{Unattributed Article by staff reporter Choe Won-sok: 
“Negotiators Still Hopeful of Breakthrough on Trade 
Issues” } 


[Text] The negotiations in Washington to settle the 
current three major trade issues between Korea and the 
United States have virtually failed as the two sides were 
unable to reach an accord on exports of U.S. beef to the 
Korean market. 


Since the turn of this year, the United States has stepped 
up its threats, to take the most retaliatory measures on 
imports of Korean products with the mobilization of 
Section 301 of the U.S. Trade Act unless the Korean 
government fully liberalizes the insurance market, lower 
the retail prices of imported cigarettes and import U.S. 
top quality beef for the use at tourist hotels. 
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Against this backdrop, Deputy Premier-Econom:: Plan- 
ning Minister Chong In-yong flew to Washington in a 
hurry on Saturday to solve the thorny issues through 
negotiations with the U.S. government. 


In a press conference in Washington on Monday imme- 
diately after his meeting with U.S. Trade Representative 
Clayton Yeuiter, Chong said that they agreed to keep 
talking between the two countries in the days ahead. 


He made it clear that any of the three issues was not 
solved, indicating the failure of his negotiations with the 
U.S. government. 


As a result, his visit to the United States heralds a new 
beginning of trade frictions between the two countries 
instead of their conclusion. 


Many business experts here said that Deputy Premier 
Chong might give a great deal of concessions to the 
United States during his meeting with Yeutter. 


They were of the opinion that he assured Yeutter of the 
full liberalization of the domestic insurance market and 
the sharp cut in the retail prices of imported cigarettes, 
while telling him that it is impossible to import U.S. top 
quality beef for the time being. 


His opposition to imports of U.S. top quality beef results 
from the apprehension of both the government and 
publ’c that imports would generate another wave of 
“ce ile crisis” erupted in the early 1980s. 


According to the government, the burden of imports of 
U.S. top quality beef on the national economy would 
amount to some $10 million per year. 


As the nation is expected to reap about a $9.5 billion 
surplus in trade with the United States this year, it is 
generally said that annual imports of top quality beef 
worth some $10 million would not seriously affect the 
trade surplus with the United States. 


Chong is suspected of having told Yeutter to wait until 
Korea’s general elections for importslof U.S. top quality 
beef in a bid to help the ruling Democratic Justice party 
not to lose votes by domestic cattle raisers. 


But his persuasion reportedly failed to change the posi- 
tion of the United States as the government assured the 
U.S. administration in July last year that it would import 
top quality beef after the presidential election held on 
Dec. 16 last year. 


Yeutter is reported to have pressed Chong that the 
promise betwee.) the two countries on imports of U.S. 
top quality beef should be kept under any circumstances. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


During the press conference in Washington, Deputy 
Premier Chong indicated that the retail prices of 
imported cigarettes would be lowered from the current 
1.300 won pack on the average to between 800 and 820 
won. 


In case the retail prices of imported cigarettes will be 
lowered to the 800 won level, their share on the domestic 
Cigarette market will sharply increase from the present 
0.3 percent, thereby inflicting severe damage on local 
growers of tobacco. 


It is estimated that a | percent share of foreign cigarettes 
on the domestic market will mean 40 million packs per 
year and amount to $150 million. 


In the meantime, Chong is also reportedly assured 
Yeutter that the Korean government would ease restric- 
tions on the establishment of joint insurance companies 
between domestic business groups and U.S. life under- 
writers on the domestic life insurance market. 


Specifically, he told Yeutter that the size of paid-in 
capital of new joint life insurance companies will be 
lowered from 10 billion won to 5 billion, thus enabling 
U.S. life underwriters to easily advance into the local life 
insurance market. 


Despite the reduction of paid-in capital size, he made 1t 
clear that the Korean government will not allow U.S. life 
underwriters to set up joint life insurance companies 
with Korea's top 30 business groups in order to prevent 
their domination of the local life insurance market. 


U.S. Cigarette Prices To Be Lowered 
§$K060913 Seoul YONHAP in Eneltsh 
0850 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 6 (YONHAP)}—The South Korean 
Government has decided to lower the domestic sales 
price of U.S. cigarettes in Korea by February, concerned 
authorities said Wednesday. 


The decision follows trade negotiations between Korean 
Deputy Prime Minister Chong In-yong and U.S. trade 
representative Clayton Yeutter in Washington on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. 


According to the authorities, Korea will lower the 
domestic sales price of U.S. cigarettes in Korea from the 
current 1,300 won per pack (about 1.65 U.S. dollars one 
dollar is worth about 790 won) to 820 won (about 1.04 
dollars) beginning in February and further to 700 won 
(about 0.89 dollar) beginning next year. 


It lowered the tariff rate on U.S. cigarettes to 50 percent 
on Jan. | from 70 percent last year and will abolish the 
system under which 38 percent of the retail price of U.S. 
Cigartttes 1s paid to the government. 
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The authorities forecast that the share of U.S. cigarettes 
on the domestic market will rise from the current 0.3 
percent to 4 to 5 percent until the end of this year, if the 
sales price of U.S. cigarettes drops to 820 won. 


Meanwhile, the government will also allow partial adver- 
tisements for U.S. cigarettes, the authorities said. 


RDP Urges Resistance to U.S. Trade Pressure 
SK060251 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] The opposition Reunification Democratic Party 
yesterday urged the government not to concede to the 
United States in trade negotiations on imports of U.S.- 
made cigarettes and beef and on opening the domestic 
life insurance market. 


Referring to the talks between Deputy Prime Minister 
Chong In-yong and U.S. Trade Representative Clayton 
Yeutter Tuesday, RDP spokesman Kim Tae-yong 
denounced the government for concessions that “would 
do great damage to farmers and insurance business.” 


Government To Contribute to Nonaligned Fund 
SK060058 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0049 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 6 (YONHAP}—In a move to 
strengthen diplomatic ties with non-aligned nations, the 
South Korean Government has notified India of its 
intention to contribute spot goods worth about one 
million U.S. dollars to the non-aligned movement Africa 
fund over a five-year period beginning this year, the 
Foreign Ministry reported Wednesday. 


The fund, which was proposed by Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi in January last year, will be used to 
provide economic and financial support to such non- 
aligned African countries as Zambia, Tanzania, Mozam- 
bique, Angola and Zimbabwe, who oppose South Afri- 
ca’s apartheid policy. 


So far, 35 countries, including France and the Soviet 
Union, have expressed an intention to participate in the 
fund for African countries neighboring South Africa. 


1,200 Political Offenders To Be Released 
SK061012 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0950 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 6 (YONHAP}—Some 1,200 political 
offenders, including those imprisoned on charges of 
violating the national security law, are expected to be 
released and have their civil rights restored with a 
sweeping grant of special amnesty next month, the 
Justice Ministry reported Wednesday. 
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The special amnesty was designed to achieve national 
reconciliation and unity in celebration of the scheduled 
inauguration of President-elect No Tae-u’s government 
on Feb. 25, according to the ministry. 


Included among the beneficiaries of the special amnesty 
will be Chang Ki-pyo and Y: Pu-yong involved in the 
1986 Inchon incident on May 3, whea vicient demon- 
Strations erupted inside and outside an opposition 
party’s signature campaign rally calling for a direct 
presidential election system. 


Kim Kun-tae, former chairman of Minchongnyon (Dem- 
ocratic Youths Association), Ham Un-sang, leader of the 
students that occupied the United States Information 
Service (USIS) bu..ding in Seoul in May 1985, and such 
former student leaders as Kim Min-sok and Ho In-hoe 
will also be included in the special government act of 
leniency next month, an official at the ministry said. 


Other prominent figures likely to benefit from the special 
amnesty are Mun Ik-hwan, chairman of Mintongnyon 
(the United Masses Movement for Democracy and Uni- 
ficatron) and Kim Pyong-o a former opposition National 
Assembly member. 


Those involved in Namminjon (South Korean People’s 
Front for National Emancipation) and other pro-com- 
munist activities, however, will be excluded from the 
special amnesty, the official said. 


Kim Hyon-chang and Mun Pu-sik, who were implicated 
in the arson committed in the United States Information 
Service building in Pusan, Korea’s second largest city on 
the southeast coast, in March 1982, may not be released 
because the fire killed one person and injured three 
others, the official added. 


Opposition Seeks To Renovate Leadership 
SKO5 1347 Seoul YONHAP in English 
1334 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 5 (YONHAP)}—South Korea’s oppo- 
sition parties are trying to renovate their leaderships 
which have been centered on the two Kims—Kim Yong- 
sam and Kim Tae-chung—in a bid to prepare for the 
forthcoming National Assembly elections. 


The two Kims, the best-known figures in Korea’s oppo- 
sition for the last two decades, failed to field a single 
opposition candidate in last month's presidential elec- 
tion only to hand the next presidency over to ruling party 
candidate No Tae-u who took just 36.9 percent of the 
total votes. 


The country held the first direct, popular presidential 
election in 16 years on Dec. 16. 


FBIS-EAS-88-003 
6 January 1988 


In an effort to recover from the defeat, Kim Yong-sam’s 
Reunification Democratic Party (RDP) will hold a 
national convention Wednesday to seek a vote of confi- 
dence in Kim’s leadership. 


The party will also freely elect four of the party’s seven 
vice president who used to be appointed by the party 
president. 


On Tuesday, Kim expressed his willingness to meet 
President-elect No Tae-u to discuss the country’s politi- 
cal future, changing his attitude which has urged No to 
give up his next presidency that won by what Kim 
claimed was fraud election. 


Kim Tae-chung Tuesday showed his intention to intro- 
duce the collective leadership in his Party for Peace and 
Democracy (PPD) in a bid to prepare for the general 
parliamentary election to be held in February or April. 


If necessary, | would adopt collective leadership in the 
party, accepting a number of leading dissidents, he said, 
hinting that he might give up his unchallenged one-man 
leadership in the party. 


Meanwhile, the ruling and opposition parties will hold a 
special session of the National Assembly in an early date 
this month to discuss the revision of the parliamentary 
election law and to fix the date of the next parliamentary 
election. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party has favored the 
general elections in early February while opposition 
parties said they preferred the election in April in order 
to have enough time to recover from their defeat in last 
month’s presidential election and to prepare for the 
general election. 


In the discussion, the opposition parties are expected to 
insist that the single constituency system, where only one 
lawmaker is elected, be adopted in the parliamentary 
elections. The ruling party, in contrast, was known to 
prefer a large constituency system where one to four 
lawmakers are elected in each constituency in proportion 
to its population size. 


Some opposition lawmakers say, however, that the oppo- 
sition defeat is assured as long as the divided opposition 
parties field separate candidates. 


The five lawmakers, who did not join the RDP or the 
PPD last December pressuring the two Kims to be 
united for a single presidential candidacy, Tuesday pro- 
posed a merger of the two Kims’ RDP and PPD. 


The former Kim Yong-sam or Kim Tae-chung followers 
said the opposition forces must be reunited and form a 
unified front in preparation for the upcoming National 
Assembly election. 
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Yi Chung-chae, senior vice president of the PPD, told 
reporters Tuesday that the opposition union 1s the most 
urgent task at the beginning of 1988. 


Kim Yong-sam ‘Willing’ To Meet With No 
SK060243 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Jan 88 p ] 


[Text] A meeting between leaders of rival political par- 
ties 1S likely to be realized soon as Kim Yong-sam has 
virtually accepted a proposal for talks offered by Presi- 
dent-elect No Tae-u. 


Kim, president of the Reunification Democratic Party. 
said yesterday he is willing to meet with “anyone includ- 
ing No to oversee implementation of true democracy.” 


He met with reporters upon his arrival at Kimpo Airport 
from his New Year holiday trip to Cheju Island. 


“Tam willing to meet with him (No) any time. But I urge 
him again to put into practice the six-point demand 
which I made shortly after the presidential election,” 
Kim said. 


But the RDP president made it clear that the realization 
of his demand is not a precondition for a meeting with 
No. 


Kim's remarks are seen as a virtual acceptance of No’s 
Dec. 18 offer for separate talks with the leaders of the 
three main Opposition parties. 


Shortly after Kim expressed his willingness to meet with 
No, the Democratic Justice Party welcomed the RDP 
president's change of attitude. 


DJP spokesman Yi Min-sop recalled that No had repeat- 
edly offered to hold talks with Kim and other political 
leaders on an individual basis. 


“If he (Kim) makes a formal proposal for talks with No, 
the president-elect is willing to accept it without delay,” 
Yi said. 


The earliest possible date for the meeting, Yi said, would 
be after the RL)P forms a new lineup following the vote 
of confidence on Kim Yong-sam at a national conven- 
tion today. 


From all indications, there is little possibility that the 
RDP president will be voted out of office in the conven- 
tion. 


Referring to the six-point demand, Kim said, “The 
general elections expected between February and April 
should be held after all political prisoners who fought for 
democratization are released and reinstated.” 
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‘But the demand is not a precondition for talks with No. 
I will tell him everything I have to say when I meet him,” 
Kim said. 


With Kim’s intention to meet with No, the current 
political stalemate is expected to soon give way to a more 
conciliatory situation based on dialogue. 


Kim has rejected together with Kim Tae-chung Presi- 
dent-elect No’s overture for reconciliation since after the 
presidential election. 


Kim’s positive response to the overture, however, is 
likely to lead Kim Tae-chung, president of the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, to follow suit, thus realizing 
four-way talks among the two Kims, No and Kim 
Chong-pil, president of the New Democratic Republican 
Party [NDRP]. The NDRP leader had already accepted 
No’s offer. 


While mentioning today’s party national convention he 
called to seek a vote of confidence, the RDP president 
said the opposition party needs “incessant self-renewal” 
to grow into a political organization capable of gover- 
ninglthe nation. 


He hinted at a drastic reshuffle of party officials when 
reelected at the convention by emphasizing that the 
party should open its doors to fresh and able young 
figures. 


Kim Yong-sam Wins RDP Confidence Vote 
SK060625 Seoul YONHAP in English 
0610 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Seoul, Jan. 6 (YONHAP)}—Opposition leader 
Kim Yong-sam won a vote of confidence by an over- 
whelming majority Wednesday in the main opposition 
party’s special national convention, clearing the way for 
his continued leadership of the party. 


Kim easily won the confidence vote garnering 819 votes 
out of the 903 cast by the party’s delegates in a secret 
ballot while eight ballots were determined to be invalid. 


Kim had tendered his resignation as president of the 
Reunification Democratic Party on Jan. 2. he had earlier 
proposed that a vote of confidence be held on his 
leadership, as he took responsibility for his defeat in the 
Dec. 16 presidential election. 


In South Korea’s first direct presidential election in 16 
years, Kim lost by nearly 2 million votes to No Tae-u of 
the ruling Democratic Justice Party. Kim’s defeat, along 
with that of long-time opposition rival Kim Tae-chung, 
led to sharp criticism of the two Kims by their supporters 
over their failure to field a single opposition candidate, 
thereby splitting the opposition vote. 
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The convention also approved a party charter amend- 
ment calling for the election of four of its seven vice 
presidents through a vote at a national convention and 
the convention’s approval of a floor leader appointed by 
the party president. 


The main opposition party plans to elect four vice 
presidents in a vote later Wednesday during the conven- 
tion in line with the party’s revised charter. 


The appointment of Chong Seung-hwa, a former Army 
chief of staff, and Kim Chae-kwang, the party’s presi- 
dential election campaign manager, as permanent party 
advisers is also on the convention’s agenda. 


Meanwhile, the convention also adopted a three-point 
resolution calling for genuine democratization of the 
party, an end to regional animosity and the merger of the 
divided democratic forces, and unity centering around 
the party president, with the party members pledging to 
win the upcoming parliamentary elections. 


PPD To Introduce ‘Collective Leadership’ 
SK060209 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Jan 88 p 1 


[Text] Kim Tae-chung yesterday showed his intention to 
introduce the collective leadership system in the Party 
for Peace and Democracy [PPD] as part of a scheme to 
recruit as many new faces as possible and to revitalize 
the party. 


“IT am ready to retreat from active leadership and sacri- 
fice myself for the party,”’ said the 65-year-old unsuc- 
cessful presidential candidate. 


Kim said his proposal to adopt the collective leadership 
system in the party decision-making process will be 
finalized soon through full consultation with figures 
outside the party such as professors, religious leaders and 
dissident activists. 


He told reporters yesterday that many leading dissidents 
recommended that the PPD shift away from its current 
single leadership system toward the group leadership 
formula as a precondition for their joining the PPD. 


“Tam in full agreement with them and the proposal may 
be adopted through the revision of the party constitution 
at a national convention to be held later,” Kim added. 


The collective leadership mechanism will bring about 
plurality of opinions that assures creative and multiple 
ideas, he noted. 


The new form of leadership does not mean the creation 
of new factions within the party but it symbolizes that all 
collective leaders exchange ideas and opinions before 
forming a consensus, Kim said. 
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Kim was said to have made the proposal to bring in as 
many new figures as possible from outside Cholla prov- 
inces and various opinion makers, thus boosting the 
image of the party as a broadly-based opposition party 
rather than only as a regional force. 


It is still unclear how many people will form the collec- 
tive leadership system although it is almost certain that 
Kim Tae-chung will head the controlling group. 


Kim hinted that about half of the collectivt leaders will 
be appointed from among non-par'y figures. 


Kim Tae-chung accepted the resignation of seven vice 
presidents Monday night. Mrs. Pak Yong-suk alone was 
reappointed as vice president. 


Kim had earlier declined to accept their resignation but 
the seven vice presidents, assuming responsibility for the 
election defeats, vowed to work for the PPD as common 
members without holding any post. 


Kim Tae-chung also reiterated that the parliamentary 
elections should be held in April. 


Before the election, the government should grant 
amnesty for all political prisoners and dissidents so that 
they can participate in forthcoming election, it said. 


“It takes time for the parties to reach a compromise on 
the adoption of a new consiituency system and for each 
party to inaugurate new chapters according to the new 
system. It is, therefore, necessary for the election to be 
held in April,” the PPD said. 


It is also politically immoral for the governing party to 
“force” the election in February even before all fraud 
and iyregularities in the presidential election are brought 
to light, it said. 


Kim also suggested that the PPD and Kim Yong-sam’s 
RDP form a united front in revising the parliamentary 
election law in such a way as to root out the possibility of 
election frauds. 


The PPD and RDP can also cooperate with each other in 
settling the creation of political funds, Kim suggested. 


After cooperating with each other in settling such simple 
matters, the two parties can cautiously discuss fielding 
single parliamentary candidate in the election, Kim said. 


~ 
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Labor Ministry Set To Prevent Disturbances 
SK060237 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Jan 8&8 pP 3 


[Text] Apprehensive about a resurgence of labor unrest 
this coming spring, the Labor Ministry is all out to 
prevent possible disturbances from the outset. 


In line with the policy, all firms with a workforce of more 
than 5O workers are being placed under close watch. 


All firms that suffered labor disputes in the wave of 
liberalization following the reform package for democ- 
racy announced by No Tae-u, who was elected president, 
on June 29 last year, will as a matter of course be placed 
on the list. 


According to the ministry, the firms on the list come to 
about 6,000 in number. 


Ministry officials said they are confident that executives 
of the firms will wisely handle labor problems since they 
already know where the workers feel renovations need to 
be made. 


In order to see to it that management pay heed to the 
complaints of workers, labor inspectors will be fully 
mobilized at any occurence of a destructive labor pro- 
test. 


The officials said each labor inspector will be responsible 
for about 10 firms in respect of the solution of labor 
problems before they evolve into violent protests as seen 
in the seizure of key production facilities and confine- 
ment of company executives last summer. 


The ministry officials said the labor inspectors will 
watch business firms to see if they faithfully carry out 
promises they made at the height of the labor unrest in 
summer last year. Most of the nation’s leading firms got 
carried away in the sweeping wave of labor unrest which 
broke loose on the heels of No’s June 29 package for 
democracy. 


With regard to upcoming labormanagement meetings on 
the hike of wages, ministry officials said the government 
policy is to help reach a mutually-acceptable accord, 
breaking with the past pattern of elbowing both sides 
into agreeing to government-set levels. 


However, the officials said the government policy is to 
help achieve a certain balance between firms in the same 
industry, lest wild agreements lead to snow-balling 
demands. 
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Burma 


Premier Addresses Economic Committee Meeting 
BK291440 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] The Economic Coordination Committee of the 
Council of Ministers and the chairmen of state and 
divisional People’s Council Executive Committees held 
a meeting at 0930 today in the conference hall of the 
office of the Council of Ministers to coordinate eco- 
nomic targets for 1988-89, the third year of the fifth 
4-year plan. It was attended by U Maung Maung Kha, 
prime minister; Thura U Tun Tin, minister of planning 
and finance, and Thura U Kyaw Htin, minister of 
defense, both of whom are also deputy prime ministers: 
ministers who are members of the Economic Coordina- 
tion Committee; deputy ministers; chairmen of state and 
divisional People’s Council Executive Commiittees; 
heads of departments; and responsible officials. 


In his opening address, Prime Minister U Maung Maung 
Kha said the meeting underway was the final session 
with the chairmen of state and divisional People’s Coun- 
cil Executive Committees in coordinating the yearly 
economic targets for 1988-89, the third year of the fifth 
4-year plan. The revised 1988-89 economic targets pro- 
posed by the states and divisions should be discussed on 
the basis of present economic conditions and the avail- 
ability of production resources, he said. To expand 
exports in 1988-89, he said it was necessary for the 
central organizations and the state and divisional Peo- 
ple’s Council Executive Committees to coordinate 
among themselves in trying to promote traditional 
export commodities, as well as to export other commod- 
ities with good prospects in foreign markets. 


He said it was vital to complete within the alloted time 
the collection of land tax in the form of crops. He said it 
was necessary to systematically note priority projects in 
the utilization of industrial oil and other work facilities. 


Next, the director general of the Planning Department 
explained the economic targets for 1988-89, and the 
chairmen of state and divisional People’s Council Exec- 
utive Committees stated their economic proposals. 


Thura U Tun Tin, deputy prime minister and minister of 
planning and finance, and ministers, who are members 
of the Economic Coordination Committee, then replied 
to the discussions of the People’s Council chairmen. 


The meeting ended at 1440 after a concluding speech by 
the prime minister. 
Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 
Bid To Seek UN Security Council Seat 


BK040803 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 4 Jan 87 


[Text] Malaysia has announced its intention to seek a 
seat at the UN Security Council for a 3-year term 
beginning next year. Malaysia intends to replace Japan, 
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whose term expires at the end of this year. 


The secretary general of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tan Sri Zainal Abidin Sulong, told newsmen in Kuala 
Lumpur that the UN General Assembly will vote for the 
new member of the Security Council later this year. The 
only other candidate for the seat is Bangladesh. 


Malaysia held a seat in the Security Council in the sixties 
for a l-year term. The term was shared with Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


Tan Sri Zainal said that Malaysia had been an indepen- 
dent country for the last 30 years and should be given the 
added responsibility. In this respect, Italy had agreed to 
consider supporting Malaysia’s candidacy. The support 
was given during talks between the prime minister, 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed, and his Italian coun- 
terpart, Mr Giovanni Goria, in Kuala Lumpur. 


Diplomatic Ties Established With Uruguay 
BK060725 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0654 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Jan 6 (OANA-BERNAMA)}— 
Malaysia has established diplomatic relations with Uru- 
guay following the signing of a joint communique 
between the two countries in New York Tuesday. 


Malaysia was represented by its permanent representa- 
tive to the United Nations, Yusof Hitam, while Dr 
Felipe Hector Polillo, the permanent representative of 
Uruguay to the UN, signed on behalf of his country. 


According to the joint communique released by the 
Foreign Ministry here Wednesday, the Malaysian and 
Uruguay Governments reiterated their adherence to the 
principles of international law concerning friendly rela- 
tions and cooperation between states in accordance with 
the provision of the charter of the UN. 


They also recognised that a further development of the 
relationship between Malaysia and Uruguay was of 
mutual benefit and could contribute to international 
peace and harmony. 


Uruguay is the 82nd country with which Malaysia has 
diplomatic ties. 


Malaysia has established diplomatic relations with sev- 
eral countries in South America—Bolivia, Argentina, 
Brazil, Venezuela, Chile, Colombia and Peru—but has 
set up Only One permanent mission to cover these coun- 
tries. 


The Malaysian ambassador to Brazil, Ajit Singh, is 
concurrently accredited to the other countries. 
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Deputy Minister of Youths Charged With Graft 
BK060939 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Three board members of the Koperasi Pembangu- 
nan Ekonomi Pemuda Malaysia, Komuda, were charged 
in the Kuala Lumpur Sessions Court this morning for 
allegedly misappropriating | million ringgit from the 
cooperative society. The three were the deputy minister 
of youths and sports, Mr Wang Choon Wing, former 
Malaysian Chinese Association Youth Chief Datuk Kee 
Yong Wee, and Komuda Secretary Koh Kim Swee. All 
three claimed trial and were released on bail amounting 
to 100,000 ringgit each in one surety. 


The Sessions Court judge, Mr Yip Chin Seng, also 
impounded their international and restricted passports. 
The case will be heard on 23 May this year. Datuk Kee is 
the chairman of the cooperative, while Mr Wang is the 
treasurer. Their arrests followed investigations by police 
after reports lodged by the Central Bank on | | December 
1986. The three directors were earlie~ arrested on 17 
February last year for alleged criminal breach of trust of 
3.8 million ringgit belonging to Komuda. They were later 
released on a 2-million ringgit bail each. 


Communist Party Extends New Year Greetings 
BK010445 (Clandestine) Voice of Malayan Democracy 
in Malay 1215 GMT 31 Dec 87 


[**1988 New Year Greetings” from the Communist Party 
of Malaya Central Committee; dated | January 1988— 
read by announcer] 


[Text] On the occasion of the arrival of 1988, the 
Communist Party of Malaya [CPM] Central Committee 
and Comrade Chin Peng extend the warmest New Year 
greetings and highest respects to all CPM members, all 
commanders and soldiers of the Malayan People’s Army 
[MPA], all members of various revolutionary mass orga- 
nizations, unswerving patriotic fighters in prisons, the 
families of revolutionaries and heroes, and brothers and 
sisters of all races. 


The political situation in our country last year had the 
following three main characteristics. 


1. Contradictions within the ruling clique worsened. 
Such a situation existed not only among the Barisan 
Nasional component parties but also within individual 
component parties. A struggle even developed between 
the two big factions within UMNO [United Malays 
National Organization]}—the Mahathir faction on the 
one side and the Razaleigh Hamzah-Musa Hitam on the 
other. The quarrel between Anwar Ibrahim and Ghafar 
Baba within the Mahathir faction also became serious. 


2. The patriotic and democratic forces further grew. 
Movements fighting for democracy, defending human 
rights, and fighting against poverty and corruption were 
further launched. 
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3. In an unsuccessful attempt, the Mahathir clique madly 
arrested more than 100 patriots and democrats to sup- 
press patriotic and democratic forces and to overcome 
the contradictions within the UMNO-led clique. How- 
ever, this is merely a dream which will never come true. 
The reactionary nature of the Mahathir clique has been 
totally exposed. The clique will definitely be further 
isolated. The political upheaval in our country and the 
difficult position of the ruling clique as well as the fervor 
of the patriotic and democratic movement are insepara- 
ble from the successful preservation of the armed revo- 
lutionary struggle under the leadership of our party. 
Practice proves that our party’s guidelines on preserving 
the armed revolutionary struggle, developing the revolu- 
tionary mass movement, and expanding a patriotic and 
democratic united front are correct and have an inextin- 
guishable vitality. 


The international situation is favorable to the revolu- 
tionary struggle of our country. The capitalist world is 
facing endless contradictions. In particular, the struggle 
of the masses of the Third World countries against 
oppression apd exploitation by the bureaucrat capital- 
ists, local compradors, and foreign capitalists is further 
expanding. The socialist countries are doing their best to 
implement economic and political reforms. The process 
of perfecting the socialist system will definitely enhance 
greatly the attractiveness of the socialist system to the 
peoples of various capitalist countries and encourage the 
struggle of the oppressed peoples and nations the world 
over for liberation and victory. 


We warmly call during the new year all comrades of our 
party, our army, and all revolutionary mass organiza- 
tions to be courageous and intelligent in their struggle, 
do their best to strengthen the revolutionary front, seek 
truth from facts, be united, fight tirelessly, implement 
the party’s guidelines on the combination of the armed 
struggle with the mass movement and a united front, and 
fight for the realization of the special program enunci- 
ated in the 29 April statement of the party Central 
Committee. 


We sincerely call on all patriotic and democratic parties, 
organizations, and individuals including the patriotic 
groups and open-minded individuals within the Barisan 
Nasional component parties to broadly unite, establish a 
strong patriotic and democratic united front through 
fully democratic consultations, fight to the end to end 
the antipeople domestic war waged by the Barisan Nasio- 
nal Government, abolish all antidemocratic acts partic- 
ularly the Internal Security Act, unconditionally free all 
political prisoners, fight against all forms of racism, forge 
unity among all races, eradicate poverty, fight against 
corruption, and establish a democratic coalition govern- 
ment. 


[Signed] CPM Central Committee. 


[Dated] | January 1988 
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SPK Reports on Thai Border Violations 
yy Phnom Penh SPK in English 1111 GMT 
Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 2—In a year ending in 
October 1987 [as received], Thai aircraft of L-19, A-37, 
F-5 types and helicopters made 811 reconnaissance 
flights over the Kampuchea-Laos-Thailand border inter- 
section and various areas in the Provinces of Battam- 
mS and Pursat, from three to 30 km inside Kampu- 
chea. 


On land, Thai artillery fired from 300 to 4,600 rounds a 
day on areas of the three countries border intersection 
and Provinces of Battambang and Siem Reap-Oddar 
Meanchey. 


On sea, Thai armed vessels, on 864 occasions intruded 
into Kampuchean waters from 6 to 15 km off Kaoh 
Kong, Kaoh Tang and Poulo Wai islands. 


In the meantime, the Kampuchean Revolutionary 
Armed Forces, in close cooperation with Vietnamese 
Army volunteers, put out of action 8,579 enemy troops 
who had infiltrated from Thailand into Kampuchean 
territory, shot down an L-19 plane and destroyed an 
M-113 troop carrier and seized 4,034 assorted guns and 
a quantity of war materials. 


Further on Violations 
BK011305 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1140 GMT 
1 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 01—In a week ending 
on Dec. 18, Thai aircraft of L-19 and F-5 types con- 
ducted 9 reconnaissance flights over the areas of the 
Kampuchea-Laos-Thailand border intersection (Preah 
Vihear Province), Phnum Malai, Pailin and O Da (Bat- 
tambang) from 2 to 3 km inside Kampuchea. 


On land, Thai gunners fired from 1,000 to 1,700 artillery 
rounds a day on many areas in the Provinces of Battam- 
bang and Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey. 


On sea, Thai armed vessels on three occasions violated 
Kampuchean waters from 16 to 17 miles. 


In the meantime, Kampuchean border guards, in close 
cooperation with Vietnamese Army volunteers, put out 
of action 248 Khmer reactionaries, who had infiltrated 
from Thailand for sabotage activities, and seized 124 
assorted guns and a quantity of military gears. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Soviet Union Founding Anniversary Marked 
BK011324 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1136 GMT 
] Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January |—A 400-strong meet- 
ing was held at the Kampuchea-USSR Friendship Tech- 
nical Institute in Phnom Penh Wednesday to mark the 
65th founding anniversary of the Union of the Soviet 
Socialist Republics (Dec.30). 


Addressing the meeting Ek Sam-ol, deputy minister of 
education, recalled the history of the foundation of the 
USSR and the great efforts of the Soviet people, under 
the clear-sighted and correct leadership of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Soviet Union, in overcoming numerous 
difficulties to build their country into a strong, prosper- 
ous and leading state in the world. 


Enlightened by the Russian socialist October Revolu- 
tion, he further noted, the Kampuchean people freed 
themselves from the nightmare of the Pol Pot genocidal 
regime on Jan. 7, 1979, a victory which belongs not only 
to the Kampuchean people but also to the world people 
who have resolutely struggled for their freedom as well as 
to all peoples in the socialist community with the Soviet 
Union as mainstay. 


The speaker voiced full support for all the Soviet peace 
initiatives against the arms race and nuclear war for 
peace and well-being of humanity. He expressed the 
Kampuchean people’s determination to constantly con- 
solidate the solidarity and multiform cooperation 
between the two countries. 


For his part, Laviguin, counsellor at the Soviet Embassy 
in Phnom Penh briefed the participants on the achieve- 
ments recorded by the Soviet people and constant 
changes in their political life in the past decades, he also 
reaffirmed the Soviet people’s support for the People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea, especially its national reconcil- 
iation policy, which, he hoped, will be successfully 
implemented. 


Organs Send Greetings 
BK040651 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0451 GMT 
4 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 4 Jan (SPK)}—The KPRP Central 
Committee, the Council of State, the Council of Minis- 
ters, and the PRK National Assembly sent their warm 
greetings to the CPSU Central Committee, the Supreme 
Soviet Presidium, and the USSR Government on the 
occasion of the 65th founding anniversary of the Soviet 
Union. 


After noting the significance of the USSR’s founding, the 
message says: 
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The Cambodian communists and people are transported 
by the in-depth revolutionary restructuring that is taking 
place in the USSR in light of the 27th CPSU Congress 
resolutions and the January 1987 Central Committee 
plenum. 


We greet the signing of the Soviet-U.S. treaty on the 
elimination of intermediate- and short-range missiles, 
considering it an historic event for humanity and a first 
step in the nuclear disarmament program set forth in the 
15 January 1986 declaration on achieving a nuclear-free 
world by the year 2000. 


The KPRP and the Cambodian Government and people 
express their sincere gratitude to the CPSU, the Supreme 
Soviet Presidium, the USSR Government, and the fra- 
ternal Soviet people for their unchanged support and 
considerable and faithful assistance to the PRK in build- 
ing socialism and defending the Cambodian fatherland. 


We note with satisfaction the constant broadening of 
multi-layered fraternal cooperation and the perfecting of 
Soviet-Cambodian relations based on the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism in 
the interest of our two peoples, socialism, and peace in 
the world. 


Koy Buntha Sends Greetings to Counterparts 


Greets Soviet Minister 
BK020334 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 1 Jan 87 


[Text] On the occasion of the new year 1988, Defense 
Minister Comrade Koy Buntha has sent a greetings 
message to Army General Yazov Dmitriy Timofeyevich, 
USSR minister of national defense. The message noted: 


Dear Comrade Minister: 


On the occasion of the new year 1988, on behalf of the 
Defense Ministry’s leadership and cadres and combat- 
ants of the KPRAF and in my own name, I| am very 
pleased to extend best wishes for good health, longevity, 
and happiness to you and your family and, through you, 
I would like to extend best wishes to the Defense 
Ministry’s leadership and cadres and combatants of the 
fraternal Soviet Army and Navy. May you enjoy good 
health, powerful strength, and greater successes in all 
tasks put forth by the 27th CPSU congress. 


May the bonds of friendship, solidarity, and cooperation 
between our two peoples and armies further strengthen 
and develop forever. 


Please, Comrade Minister, accept my highest regards. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Greets Khamtai Siphandon 
BK020328 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 1 Jan 87 


[Text] On the occasion of the new year 1988, Defense 
Minister Comrade Koy Buntha sent a greetings message 
to Comrade Khamtai Siphandon, LPDR minister of 
national defense. The message noted: 


On the occasion of the new year 1988, on behalf of the 
Defense Ministry’s leadership and cadres and combat- 
ants of the KPRAF and in my own name, I would like to 
extend best wishes for good luck and happiness to you 
and your family and, through you, to the LPDR Defense 
Ministry's leadership and cadres and combatants of the 
Lao People’s Army. May you score new feats in the 
defense and construction of the Lao socialist fatherland. 


| am firmly convinced that this new year will certainly 
bring about new development and more closeness 
between our two peoples and armies in their harmonious 
solidarity and cooperation for the defense of socialism 
and peace and security in our two countries. 


May the special bond of Cambodia-Laos solidarity, 
friendship, and cooperation last forever. 


Please, Comrade Minister, accept our sincere regards. 


Greets Le Duc Anh 
BK020302 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 1 Jan 87 


[Text] On the occasion of the new year 1988, Defense 
Minister Comrade Kuy Buntha sent a greetings message 
to Comrade Le Duc Anh, SRV minister of national 
defense. The message read, among other things: 


Dear Comrade Minister: 


On the occasion of the new year 1988, on behalf of the 
Defense Ministry’s leadership and cadres and combat- 
ants of the KPRAF and in my own name, I would like to 
extend best wishes for good luck and happiness to you 
and your family and, through you, to the SRV Defense 
Ministry's leadership and cadres and combatants of the 
VPA. May you score new feats in the defense and 
construction of the Vietnamese socialist fatherland. 


I am firmly convinced that the new year will certainly 
bring new victories to our two peoples and armies in the 
the cause of the Cambodian and Vietnamese fatherlands. 


May the special bond of solidarity, friendship, and 
cooperation between Cambodia and Vietnam last forev- 
er. 


Please, Comrade Minister, accept our highest regards. 
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Kong Sam-Ol meets SRV Construction Group 
BK011405 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1127 GMT 
] Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January |—Kampuchean Vice 
Premier Kong Sam-Ol received in Phnom Penh yester- 
day the then visiting delegation of Vietnam’s construc- 
tion ministry headed by its deputy minister Le Van Sang. 


Also present on that occasion was Ti Yav, general 
director of the Kampuchean general department for 
construction. 


Vice Premier Kong Sam-Ol appreciated the develop- 
ment of the construction cooperation between the two 
countries—Kampuchea and Vietnam—and briefed his 
guests on the situation of architecture and construction 
work in Kampuchea which now needs the assistance and 
cooperation from the fraternal socialist countries, 
including Vietnam. 


Kong Sam-Ol expressed his gratitude for the effective 
moral and material assistance of the party, government 
and people of Vietnam to the Kampuchean people, and 
pledged to do his utmost to further promote the mutual 
cooperation between the two countries, especially 
between the two building industries of Kampuchea and 
Vietnam. 


In reply, Le Van Sang informed Kong Sam-Ol of the 
activities and results of the working session on construc- 
tion cooperation between Vietnam and Kampuchea, 
saying: ““The two sides have unanimously agreed on the 
future cooperation in fulfilling the plan of building a 
party school as a donation of the Communist Party of 
Vietnam to the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampu- 
chea.”” 


On the same day, the delegation left Phnom Penh after 
its week-long visit to Kampuchea. During its stay from 
Dec 24-31, the delegation held talks with Nim Thot, vice 
president of the PRPK [KPRP] CC’s commission for 
propaganda and education, and had a working session 
with Ti Yav, general director of the Kampuchean Gen- 
eral Department for Construction. It signed with the 
Kampuchean side a document on the building of a party 
school in Kampuchea, and on the cooperation program 
for 1988 between the Kampuchean General Department 
for Construction and Vietnam’s construction ministry. 
The delegation also visited the Angkor Wat Temple in 
Siem Reap Province, the Tuol Sleng Museum of Geno- 
cide, the national museum, the Silver Pagoda in the 
former royal palace in Phnom Penh and a number of 
construction enterprises and industrial establishments. 


Cambodia 


Political Bureau Assesses Najibullah Visit 
BK050715 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0437 GMT 
5 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 5 Jan (SPK)—The Political Bureau 
of the KPRP Central Committee considers the visit of 
the high-ranking delegation of the party and state of the 
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Republic of Afghanistan as a new Step in strengthening 
the relations of friendship and cooperation between the 
parties, states, and people of the two countries. 


A meeting held 2 January listened to a report by Heng 
Samrin, general secretary of the KPRP Central Commit- 
tee and chairman of the Council of State, on the results 
of the talks he held on 30 December with the high- 
ranking delegation of the party and state of the Republic 
of Afghanistan led by Najibullah, general secretary of the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan Central Com- 
mittee and president of the Republic. The Political 
Bureau entirely approved of the contents of these talks, 
the treaty of friendship and cooperation, the joint- 
communique, and other documents signed at the end of 
the visit. 


The Political Bureau highly appreciates the efforts of the 
Government of Afghanistan in implementing its 
national reconciliation policy, which, in its view, is a 
flexible and humanitarian policy aimed at restoring 
peace in the country. It reaffirms that this policy reflects 
the goodwill of the Afghan Government to settle all 
problems through negotiations contributing to peace in 
the region and in the world. 


Heng Samrin, Hun Sen Greet Cuba’s Castro 
BK020530 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT 1 Jan 88 


[Text] Recently, Comrade Heng Samrin, general secre- 
tary of the KPRP Central Committee and chairman of 
the Council of State; and Comrade Hun Sen, chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of the PRK, sent a greetings 
message to Comrade Fidel Castro, first secretary of the 
Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] Central Committee 
and president of the Councils of State and Ministers of 
the Republic of Cuba. The message noted: 


On behalf of the KPRP, the Councils of State and of 
Ministers and the Cambodian people, we would like to 
extend warmest greetings and most joyous feelings of 
fraternity to the first secretary of the PCC Central 
Committee and the president of the Councils of State 
and of Ministers and the fraternal heroic Cuban people 
on the occasion of the 29th anniversary of the Cuban 
revolution’s victory day. 


Through this revolutionary victory, the Cuban people 
have opened a new page in the history of their country as 
the first state in the American Continent that has built a 
new society free from oppression and that has become an 
advanced state in the socialist community and an active 
member of the Nonaligned Movement, thus turning 
Cuba into an island of peace in the Americas. 


Under the leadership of the PCC with the comrade 
commander in chief as the outstanding great leader, the 
heroic Cuban people have successfully defended the 
socialist achievements and continuously (?realized) the 
resolutions of the Third PCC Congress. 
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Availing ourselves of this occasion, we would like once 
again to express our solidarity with and unreserved 
support for the party, government, and fraternal people 
of Cuba in their struggle to defend and build the country 
and for independence, peace, socialism, and prosperity. 
We strongly condemn all the subversive acts committed 
by the war-mongering imperialists and their lackeys 
against the fraternal Republic of Cuba. 


We wish the comrade commander in chief of the revo- 
lution and the Cuban Communists and workers greater 
victories in socialist construction in accordance with the 
resolutions of the Third PCC Congress [words indistinct] 
on the basis of proletarian internationalism. 


May the militant solidarity, friendship, and all-round 
cooperation between our two countries, parties, and 
peoples constantly strengthen and develop for the cause 
of peace and socialism. 


Chea Sim Greets Cuban Assembly Chairman 
BK020550 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0630 GMT 2 Jan 87 


[Text] On the occasion of the 29th anniversary of the 
Cuban revolution’s victory day, Comrade Chea Sim, 
chairman of the PRK National Assembly, has sent a 
greetings message to Comrade Flavio Bravo Pardo, pres- 
ident of the National Assembly of the People’s Govern- 
ment of the Republic of Cuba. The message says, among 
other things: 


During the past 29 years under the most clear-sighted 
leadership of the Communist Party of Cuba [PCC] 
headed by Comrade Fidel Castro, the heroic Cuban 
people have scored victories in all fields in the socialist 
construction. This historic victory has frustrated the 
U.S. imperialists’ aggressive policy in the Central Amer- 
ica and Caribbean regions and has encouraged the peo- 
ples in these regions to rise up and struggle to liberate 
their nations and defend their independence. 


I am convinced that the friendship and fruitful cooper- 
ation between our two national assemblies will further 
Strengthen and develop unceasingly for the cause of 
peace, stability, and social progress in the world. 


Heng Samrin Extends New Year Greetings 
BK010806 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0417 GMT 1 
Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, | Jan (SPK)—Heng Samrin, general 
secretary of the KPRP Central Committee and chairman 
of the PRK Council of State, sent his best wishes to all 
Cambodians in the country and abroad on the occasion 
of the new year. 


The year 1987, said the chairman in his message, was 
marked by a new development in the implementation of 
the fifth party congress resolutions. The revolutionary 
forces have grown up in all fields, particularly at the 


31 
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grass-roots level. The revolutionary struggle was waged 
in the diplomatic field in conformity with the prevailing 
trend toward international detente in the world. The 
situation developed in favor of the Cambodian revolu- 
tion. 


On behalf of the party Central Committee, the Council 
of State, the Council of Ministers, and the National 
Council of the KUFNCD, Heng Samrin congratulated 
the cadres, combatants, war invalids as well as all other 
Cambodians in the country and abroad for their brilliant 
successes in 1987. 


He also thanked the experts, volunteers, and people of 
Vietnam, the peoples of Laos, the Soviet Union, and 
other fraternal socialist countries, and the international 
organizations for the effective support they have 
accorded the rebirth of Cambodia. 


The Cambodian leader also highly appreciated the out- 
come of the Gorbachev-Reagan summit, considering it a 
great victory of world revolution in 1987. 


Heng Samrin called on the Cambodian army and people 
as a whole to constantly heighten their revolutionary 
vigilance against the perfidious maneuvers of the enemy, 
to fervently emulate each other in the revolutionary 
movement, and to closely cooperate with the peoples of 
Vietnam, Laos, the Soviet Union, and other fraternal 
socialist countries and the progressive forces in the world 
for peace, stability, and cooperation in the region and the 
world. 


Kong Sam-Ol Attends Judiciary Course Closing 
BK021255 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1106 GMT 
2 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 2—A five-month 
course on administration and judiciary has been closed 
recently in Phnom Penh. 


The course, opened by the Administrative and Judiciary 
School in early August 1987, was attended by 95 cadres 
from various cities and provinces across the country. 


Established in 1982 by the Council of Ministers of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea, the school has, 
through its 12 such courses so far, trained out some 
1.823 cadres. Besides, it also opened four two-month 
courses for 334 trainees taught by juridical teachers of 
the German Democratic Republic, and a two-year course 
for 60 others, which is expected to end by late this year. 


Present at the closing ceremony, among others, were 
Kong Sam-Ol, vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; 
Khang Sarin, president of the People’s Supreme Court 
and Uk Bunchhoeun, 
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Chea Sim Speaks at Close of Women’s Meeting 
BK030737 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 3 Jan 88 


[Text] On the afternoon of | January at the school for 
training women association’s cadres, the meeting to sum 
up the results of the women’s movement for the past 2 
years, 1986-87, was successfully concluded under the 
chairmanship of Comrade Chea Sim, member of the 
Political Bureau of the party Central Committee and 
chairman of the National Assembly and the KUFNCD 
National Council. 


For the past 4 days, members of the audience heard a 
report summing up the results of the women’s movement 
in the past 2 years and took part in the lively discussion 
to find new experiences to implement the tasks with high 
efficiency. They also listened to directives on 1988 tasks, 
articles of the Constitution of the Central Women’s 
Association, and guidelines on organizing women’s con- 
gresses in provinces and cities. For the results and 
achievements of women throughout the country in the 
past 2 years, the Committee of the Kampuchean Revo- 
lutionary Women’s Association awarded commendation 
certificates and letters to 8 units and 49 individuals who 
distinguished themselves in performing the tasks of the 
women’s movements. 


On this occasion, Comrade Chea Sim praised the 
progress of the women’s movement in the past 2 years 
and called on members of the audience to strive to 
increase their understanding, possess a spirit of high 
sacrifice, overcome difficulties by finding methods and 
ways of leading our women in every locality, expand 
international and national solidarity, and to produce 
new and greater results to welcome the 7 January 
national day. 


Minister Opens Materiel Production Site 
BK0401349 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 4 Jan 88 


[Text] As the entire party, Army, and people are emulat- 
ing enthusiastically in creating feats in anticipation of 
the ninth anniversary of the historic 7 January victory, a 
ceremony was held on 30 December 1987 to inaugurate 
the materiel production site No 811 after it was success- 
fully completed. 


Comrade (Chieng Uch), head of the production site No 
811, made an opening speech in which he praised the 
contribution made by cadres, combatants, and workers 
to the construction. AfterwardS, Comrade Ham Kin, 
chief of the General Logistics Department took the floor 
to voice high appreciation of the pride-inspiring achieve- 
ment made among many successes by our armed forces. 
He highly valued the development of the technical grasp 
and professionalism of the cadres. combatants, and 
workers in the materiel production site No 811. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Comrade Koy Buntha, member of the party Central 
Committee and minister of national defense cut the 
ribbon to officially open the site. 


The ceremony ended after the presidium members and 
all guests had toured all the buildings there. 


Biweekly Marks National Day Anniversary 
BK060935 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0524 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 6 Jan (SPK)}—The 7 January 1979 
victory, which crowned the struggle waged by the Cam- 
bodian people with the assistance of the Vietnamese 
volunteer Army to liberate the country from the Pol Pot 
genocidal regime and which started the country’s rebirth, 
has a historical significance, says the biweekly PRA- 
CHEACHON in its editorial devoted to this event. 


Recalling the all-round success scored by the Cambodian 
people in the past 9 years, the central organ of the KPRP 
notes: 


On the military front, the KPRAF, in particular the 
militia forces continue to expand and are capable of 
gradually ensuring security inside the country as well as 
along the border. This has allowed the partial withdrawal 
of Vietnamese Army volunteers from Cambodia. On the 
contrary, the enemies of the revolution, sapped by inter- 
nal rift and lack of food supplies, are driven to an 
inevitable disintegration. 


The number of those who left the enemy ranks to join 
their families is increasing. 


The successes scored during the past 9 years, the paper 
writes, are due to the entire Cambodian people’s efforts 
under the clear-sighted leadership of the KPRP and with 
the support of the people of Vietnam, Laos, the USSR, 
other fraternal socialist countries, and peace- and justice- 
loving progressive forces the world over. They have 
further heightened the PRK’s prestige in the interna- 
tional arena and contributed to the struggle for peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia and in the world. 


Launched by these victories, the entire Cambodian peo- 
ple are determined to do their best to fulfill the 5-year 
plan of socioeconomic restoration and development of 
the party’s fifth congress. 


Socioeconomic Program Results in 1986-87 
BK051306 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1102 GMT 
5 Jan 88 


[“In Anticipation of National Day—Two Years of 
Implementing Socioeconomic Rehabilitation and Devel- 
opment Program”—SPK headline] 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 9—After two years of 
implementing the 1986-90 Socioeconomic Rehabilita- 
tion and Development Program adopted at the fifth 
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party congress, marked achievements have been 
recorded in all fields, especially the food, rubber and 
timber production and fishery, which are considered 
four spearheads in Kampuchea’s economy. 


Food production made steady progress with some two 
million tons of paddy and thousands of tons of subsid- 
iary food in 1986. And according to the Ministry of 
Agriculture’s incomplete statistics in the 1987 monsoon 
season, Kampuchean farmers put 1.5 million hectares 
under rice and more than 120,000 ha under subsidiary 
food and industrial crops. Moreover, the monsoon har- 
vest, greatly affected by the most severe drought in a 
decade, has yielded unsatisfactory result. The Agricul- 
ture Ministry estimates that Kampuchea will face a 
shortage of about 156,000 tons of rice. 


Last year, intensive rice farming was practiced on an 
area of 150,000 ha out of 1.9 million hectares earmarked 
for both monsoon and dry-season harvests. 


Animal husbandry has strongly developed with nearly 
2.3 million cattle head now, an increase of 120,000 head 
over 1985, nearly 1.5 million pigs and over seven million 
domestic fowls. 


Fine results were also obtained in the production of 
rubber with 24,510 tons of crepe in 1986 and 25,000 tons 
in 1987. Worthy of note is that the volume of crepe 
produced in these two years equals the total produced 
from 1980 to 1985. 


In forest exploitation, Kampuchea produced 126,200 
cubic metres of timber in 1986 and over 157,000 cubic 
metres in 1987, topping the yearly plan respectively by 5 
and 4 percent. Timber export also rose to 78,300 cubic 
metres last year, increasing by 53 percent over the plan. 
Besides, the afforestation has been stepped up especially 
in less-forested provinces such as Kandal, Svay Rieng, 
Prey Veng, Takeo, etc. In 1987, 6.15 million trees were 
planted on 246 ha in those localities. 


In spite of bad weather and ecological changes, fishing 
was boosted up with some 62,000 tons of fresh water fish 
in each fishing season of 1985-86 and 1986-87 and 
10,000 tons of sea fish in 1986 and 5,500 tons in the first 
ten months of last year. Besides, fish rearing in Kampu- 
chea has been promoted, which yielded nearly 2,500 tons 
of pond fish last years. 

raining Course 


BK031310 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1123 GMT 
3 Jan 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK January 3—The seventh six- 
month course on Marxism-Leninism and economic 
management attended by 267 workers and cadres from 
various provinces, cities, and ministries was closed 
recently at the Central Political School in Phnom Penh. 
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Speaking at the closing ceremony Ms. Men Sam-An, 
Politburo member of the People’s Revolutionary Party 
of Kampuchea Central Committee and president of its 
Commission for Organization, urged the trainees, when 
back in their localities, to better serve the local popula- 
tion with their new knowledge and experiences acquired 
during their study, and further heighten the sense of 
responsibility and creativeness so as to obtain more 
achievements for the revolution. 


The school, set up soon after the country’s liberation, has 
so far trained out |,800 workers and cadres. 


Khieu Samphan Sends New Year Message 
BK010345 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 31 Dec 87 


(“New Year greetings message” by Khieu Samphan, 
Democratic Kampuchean vice president in charge of 
foreign affairs’; dated | January 1988—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] Beloved and respected comrades in arms cadres 
and combatants of the Democratic Kampuchean 
National Army and compatriots: On the occasion of the 
international new year 1988, I would like to wish all the 
best to all comrades in arms in the Democratic Kampu- 
chean National Army and all comrades in arms in the 
transport units, who are enduring all kinds of difficulties 
to arduously and persistently fight against the Vietnam- 
ese enemy aggressors; all comrades in arms in every 
office; our entire people; and all compatriots in the 
country and abroad. May they enjoy plenty of good 
health and score new and greater successes in the great 
national unity against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors 
to defend our beloved Cambodian nation and territory. 


The struggle of the comrades in arms and of our entire 
people, under the leadership of the CGDK headed by 
Democratic Kampuchean president Samdech Norodom 
Sihanouk, is a valiant and courageous national liberation 
struggle. The comrades in arms have cooperated with the 
entire people, made all kinds of sacrifices, braved all 
kinds of obstacles to fight against the Vietnamese enemy 
aggressors and win successive victories from year to year 
until currently causing serious difficulties for the Viet- 
namese enemy on the battlefield of aggression in Cam- 
bodia, in the international arena, and in Vietnam itself. 
The light of victory for our national liberation is becom- 
ing more visible; 


However, the situation on the battlefield clearly con- 
firms that the Hanoi Vietnamese remain stubborn and 
still stick to their Indochinese federation strategy to 
annex Cambodia and to their regional expansionist 
strategy. Along with this, the Soviet Union continues to 
assist Vietnam in its aggression in Cambodia by continu- 
ing to adhere to its expansionist strategy in Asia and the 
Pacific and its global strategy. Therefore, all of us are 
determined to continue to cooperate, unite, and brave all 
obstacles to fight more vigorously and more actively 
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against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors until they agree 
to pull out all their aggressor forces from Cambodia in 
accordance with successive UN resolutions of the past 9 
years and respect the Cambodian people’s right to self- 
determination without any outside interference. 


All units of the Democratic Kampuchean National 
Army, please strive to further enhance the close cooper- 
ation and unity with all resistance forces of our CGDK 
in the struggle against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors. 
Our entire people, please cooperate with our National 
Army and double our efforts to fight against the Viet- 
namese enemy. Each family, please try to find every 
means to hide food supplies and prevent them from 
being plundered by the Vietnamese enemy and hide 
sons, husbands, and relatives from being rounded up by 
the Vietnamese enemy and used in its militia force and 
village and commune administration. Sons, husbands, 
and relatives should be hidden from being drafted for the 
K-5 plan by the Vietnamese enemy. 


This way, not only can we preserve our supplies and 
safeguard ourselves and our family but also contribute to 
fighting the Vietnamese enemy, cutting off its supplies, 
and drying up all kinds of the Vietnamese enemy forces. 
Anyone can take part in fighting against the Vietnamese 
enemy this way. With each family and village doing this, 
the Vietnamese enemy will certainly be dried up and will 
no longer be able to stay in our villages and communes. 
At the same time, we should also find every means to 
cooperate with our National Army to uproot, dismantle, 
and destroy Vietnamese administrative networks in vil- 
lages and communes and to liberate more villages and 
communes. 


Patriotic Cambodian soldiers in every village and com- 
mune and militia men who have been forced to serve the 
Vietnamese, please continue to cooperate with the entire 
population and our Democratic Kampuchea, national 
army, and all the CGDK’s resistance forces to fight back 
against the Vietnamese and liberate your villages and 
communes, yourselves, and your families and relatives 
from the great criminal grasp of the Vietnamese enemy 
until liberating our beloved Cambodian fatherland. 


Compatriots living abroad, please continue to unite and 
denounce and condemn the Vietnamese enemy aggres- 
sors and territorial annexationists and rally all our 
friends to assist our people’s patriotic struggle. All of us 
would like to express our most profound gratitude to all 
friendly countries near and far and the multitude of 
peace- and justice-loving countries the world over for 
persistently assisting and supporting the Cambodian 
people’s struggle against the Vietnamese aggressors and 
territorial annexationists. 


Because of Vietnam’s rooted difficult situation, we are 
firmly convinced that with the persistent continued 
struggle by the Cambodian people under the leadership 
of the CGDK headed by Democratic Kampuchean Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk, and with the international 
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community's assistance and support to constantly apply 
more pressure On Vietnam, the Hanoi Vietnamese will 
certainly be forced to sit at the negotiating table with the 
CGDK to resolve the Cambodian problem politically by 
pulling out all their aggressor forces from Cambodia to 
let the Cambodian people decide their destiny them- 
selves without outside interference. Then, Cambodia 
and Vietnam would regain peace and security and there 
would be a genuine guarantee for peace and security in 
Southeast Asia and the Asia-Pacific region. 


Long live the great national unity to struggle against the 
Vietnamese aggressors! 


Long live independent, unified, peaceful, neutral, and 
nonaligned Democratic Kampuchea! 


[Dated] Democratic Kampuchea, | January 1988 


VODK Hails People’s Struggle During 1987 
BK060310 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Station commentary: “The Cambodian People’s Strug- 
gle Against the Vietnamese Enemy Aggressors in All 
Villages And Communes Throughout the Country Has 
Become More Vigorous And Enthusiastic’’] 


[Text] In 1987, the impetus of our people’s struggle 
against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors in all villages 
and communes throughout the country became more 
vigorous and enthusiastic. 


Our people in all localities have jointly risen up and 
waged all forms of struggle against the Vietnamese 
enemy aggressors to defend and prevent their villages, 
farmlands, lives, children, property, and crops from 
being destroyed or robbed at will by the Vietnamese 
enemy. Our people wage this struggle in many forms. 


1. They have joined hands with our National Army in 
the vigorous attack to dismantle and disperse the Viet- 
namese enemy’s administrative networks in their vil- 
lages and communes. Our people have nurtured great 
indignation against the Vietnamese enemy since time 
immemorial because it has bullied, massacred, robbed, 
and oppressed them every day. Now that our National 
Army has launched activities in their villages and com- 
munes, our people have become more confident and 
daring enough to rise up and join hands with our 
National Army in attacking the few Vietnamese enemy 
elements in their villages and communes, thus freeing 
themselves and liberating more villages and communes. 
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2. Our people have resolutely opposed the Vietnamese 
enemy’s army recruitment and K-5 plans. Every family 
has sought every way to hide its members, sons, hus- 
bands, and relatives, from being recruited by the Viet- 
namese enemy in accordance with the army recruitment 
and K-5 plans. Those who were recruited have kept 
fleeing back home because they do not want to serve the 
Vietnamese enemy. 


3. Our people have hidden food supplies, paddy, and 
rice, to prevent the Vietnamese enemy from robbing it 
for feeding its aggressor troops. Whenever the Vietnam- 
ese enemy launched operations in villages and com- 
munes in an attempt to rob our people and recruit their 
children, our people, armed with knives and axes, would 
jointly attack them, thus preventing them from robbing 
or recruiting their children at will. 


This multiform struggle waged by our Cambodian peo- 
ple has caused more serious difficulties to the Vietnam- 
ese enemy because it has to resist both our National 
Army’s offensive and our people’s opposition. More- 
over, due to shortages of supply and sources of manpow- 
er, the Vietnamese enemy has become desperate and 
shaken. It is tending toward more rapid doom. The 
Vietnamese can no longer stay safely in our Cambodian 
villages and communes because our people have always 
opposed them and seek every means to attack them, thus 
constantly causing casualties to them. This is tanta- 
mount to sitting on an erupting volcano which will burn 
the Vietnamese wherever they turn. 


However, due to their obstinacy, despite such a serious 
situation, the Vietnamese enemy aggressors do not want 
to end their war of aggression against Cambodia nor 
withdraw their troops from Cambodia in accordance 
with the UN resolutions. They have obstinately carried 
on with their Indochinese Federation and regional 
expansion strategies. They have sent more troops and 
weapons to continue their war of aggression and occu- 
pation of Cambodia and to further massacre the Cam- 
bodian people in a cruel and barbarous manner. 


Therefore, our people have no alternative but to carry on 
Our struggle against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors 
until all of them are driven out of Cambodia. 


Based on the favorable situation in 1987, our people in 
all localities throughout the country pledge to further 
unite closely and join hands with our National Army of 
Democratic Kampuchea in carrying on this struggle 
more vigorously and enthusiastically to cause more 
serious difficulties to the Vietnamese enemy aggressors 
to the point that they are compelled to sit at a negotiating 
table to discuss the political settlement of the Cambo- 
dian problem in accordance with the CGDK’s eight- 
point peace proposal and withdraw all their aggressor 
troops from Cambodia in accordance with the eight UN 
resolutions. 
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Round Up of December Battle Results 

BK040257 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 3 
Jan 88 


[Roundup of Activities To Destroy Vietnamese Fight- 
ing Forces and To Attack and Dismantle Vietnamese 
Village and Commune Administrative Networks and 
Townships in December 1987 From Battlefields 
Throughout the Country”] 


[Text] |. Koh Kong-Kompong Som battlefield: We killed 
83 and wounded 84 Vietnamese enemy soldiers for a total 
of 167 casualties. We attacked and dismantled Vietnam- 
ese administrative networks in 28 villages, 3 communes, 
and a township. 

2. Leach-Peam Ta battlefield: 54 killed and 69 wounded; 
total: 123 casualties. 

3. Samlot battlefield: 74 killed and 75 wounded; total: 
149 casualties. Administrative networks in a_ village 
dismantled. 

4. Pailin battlefield: 97 killed and 130 wounded; total 
227 casualties. Administrative networks in six villages 
and a commune dismantled. 

5. South Sisophon battlefield: 138 killed and 148 wound- 
ed; total: 286 casualties. 

6. North Sisophon battlefield: 105 killed and 143 wound- 
ed; total: 248 casualties. Administrative networks in 23 
villages and a commune dismantled. 

7. Battlefield around Battambang town: 63 killed and 80 
wounded; 143 casualties. Administrative networks in 38 
villages and 4 communes dismantled. 

8. Siem Reap-Route 6 battlefield: 93 killed and 66 
wounded; total: 159 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 22 villages and 2 communes dismantled. 

9. Preah Vihear battlefield: 44 killed and 22 wounded; 
total: 66 casualties. 

10. Kompong Thom battlefield: 74 killed and 70 wound- 
ed: total: 144 casualties. Administrative networks in 57 
villages and a commune dismantled. 

11. Kompong Cham battlefield: 18 killed and 21 wound- 
ed; total: 39 casualties. Administrative networks in 14 
villages and 3 communes dismantled. 

12. Moung-Pursat battlefield: 31 killed and 30 wounded: 
total: 61 casualties. Administrative networks in 55 vil- 
lages dismantled. 

13. Kompong Chhnang battlefield: 24 killed and 22 
wounded; total: 46 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 20 villages and a commune dismantled. 

14. North Phnom Penh battlefield: 14 killed and 28 
wounded; total: 42 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 46 villages and 2 communes dismantled. 

15. Northwest Phnom Penh battlefield: 43 killed and 54 
wounded: total: 97 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 27 villages and 4 communes dismantled. 

16. Southwest Phnom Penh battlefield: 6 killed and 7 
wounded; total: 13 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 28 villages dismantled. 

17. Southwestern battlefield: 117 killed and 165 wound- 
ed; total: 282 casualties. Administrative networks in 87 
villages, 4 communes, and a township dismantled. 
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18. Northeast-Eastern battlefield: 18 killed and 2! 
wounded; total: 39 casualties. Administrative networks 
in 48 villages dismantled. 


In sum, we killed 1,096 and wounded | ,235 Vietnamese 
enemy soldiers for a total of 2,331 casualties. We 
attacked and dismantled Vietnamese administrative net- 
works in 499 [as heard] villages, 27 [as heard] com- 
munes, and 2 townships. 


Township in Kompong Thom Attacked 31 December 
BK050305 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 4 
Jan 88 


[From the “Daily Report From Various Battlefields 
feature] 


[Excerpt] Kompong Thom battlefield: On the night of 31 
December, our National Army ‘aunched a three-pronged 
attack against Kompong Thmar Township in Baray 
District [Kompong Thom Province. The first prong 
attacked the Vietnamese position at the head of Kom- 
pong Thmar Bridge; the second attacked the Vietnamese 
position at Kompong Thmar monastery forming the 
defense line protecting the paddy mill and paddy stock: 
and the third prong attacked the Kompong Thmar 
commune office. 


After a 15-minute battle, we were in complete control of 
these three prongs. We killed three and wounded three 
Vietnamese enemy soldiers and destroyed a B-41!, an 
AK, paddy stocks of 100 metric tons, a paddy mill, an 
ammunition depot, 50 rolls of cloth, 10 bicycles, and a 
quantity of war materiel. We seized 12 weapons, includ- 
ing a 60-mm mortar, an RPD, 3 AK’s. 6 SK rifles, 300 
rounds of AK ammunition, 30 rounds of AR-15 ammu- 
nition, 5 60-mm mortar shells, 60 rolls of cloth, 30 pieces 
of cloth, 20 sets of clothing, and 109 pairs of shoes. 
which were all distributed to our people. 


On 29 December, our National Army ambushed a Viet- 
namese company moving from Krava Village to O 
Trakhoch, killing two and wounding two enemy soldiers. 
[passage omitted] 


Briefs 


SRV Building Delegation 


Phnom Penh 25 Dec (SPK)}—A delegation of the Viet- 
namese Ministry of Building headed by Deputy Minister 
Le Van Sang arrived in Phnom Penh on Thursday [24 
December] for an official and friendly visit to Cambo- 
dia. It was greeted at Pochentong Airport by Ti Yav, 
director of the General Department for Construction of 
the PRK. and Nguyen Anh Kieu, acting charge d'affaires 
of Vietnam to Cambodia. [Text] /Phnom Penh SPK in 
French 0416 GMT 25 Dec 87 BK] 
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*‘Misled’ Persons Return 


In November, Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province 
received 157 misled persons who presented themselves 
to various districts and brought along |23 assorted 
weapons and a lot of war materiel. Puok, Sot Nikom, and 
Angkor Tchum) Districts received most of the returnees. 
[Excerpt] /Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 
0430 GMT 26 Dec 87 BK] 


Indonesia 


Suharto Welcomes Italian Prime Minister 
BK060716 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0650 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Jakarta, Jan 6 (ANTARA/OANA)—President 
Suharto and the first lady, Mme Tien Suharto, flanked 
by Vice President Umar Wirahadikusumah and Mme 
Karlinah Umar Wirahadikusumah, officially greeted 
Italian Prime Minister [PM] Giovanni Goria in a full 
military honour at the grounds of the Merdeka Presiden- 
tial Palace here on Wednesday. 


The Italian prime minister arrived here on 10:35 local 
time and was greeted at the Halim Perdanakusumah 
Military Airport here by Foreign Minister Mokhiar 
Kusumaatmaja. 


The president and the first lady welcomed the Italian 
guest and his entourage at the west wing of the Merdeka 
Palace before accompanying the Italian prime minister 
to the grandstand where he was given a full military 
honour. 


A 19-gun salute was also sounded, while the two national 
anthems were played. 


After which, President Suharto and his guest proceeded 
to the inner lobby of the Merdeka Palace where the 
Italian prime minister was introduced to Indonesian 
ranking officials, including cabinet ministers, and mem- 
bers of the diplomatic corps. 


PM Giovanni Goria ts the first state guest who was 
treated in a new simplified welcoming ceremony, intro- 
duced by the government on January |. 


The welcoming ceremony for the Italian premier was 
done in a simple manner without inspecting the guards 
of honour. 


After the ceremony, President Suhario and Mme Tien 
Suharto accompanied the Italian leader and Mrs Goria 
to the state guest house (Wisma Negara}. where they are 
staying while in Jakarta, for a brief rest. before the two 
leaders hold their official discussions at the Merdeka 
Palace. 
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Premier Giovanni Goria arrived here for a 2-day official 
visit to Indonesia on Wednesday after paying similar 
visits to Malaysia and Singapore. 


He was installed as the Italian premier last July, and he 
is the youngest prime minister so far in Italian history. 


Before taking up his premiership, he was the Minister of 
the Treasury for several years. 


He is the leader of the Christian Democratic Party, and 
his coalition government is consisting of representatives 
of the Socialist, the Democratic Social, the Republican 
and the Liberal Parties. 


During his current tours of Malaysia, Singapore and 
Indonesia, PM Giovanni Goria is accompanied by his 
wife, Mrs Eugenia Goria, Foreign Minister Giulio 
Andreotti and several ranking government officials. 
From Indonesia he and his party will continue their trip 
to India for similar purposes. 


Suharto’s Gives Speech on 1988-89 Budget 
BK051411 Jakarta TVRI Television Network 
in Indonesian 0323 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Speech by President Suharto on the 1988-89 draft 
budget at parliament plenary session in Jakarta—live] 


[Excerpts] Peace be upon you. Honorable House Speak- 
er, Deputy House Speakers, and members of parliament. 
Honorable session and fellow countrymen. On this occa- 
sion, | want to thank the Almighty God for allowing me 
to fulfill my presidential duty and deliver the 1988-89 
draft state budget to you all. [passage omitted] 


As world citizens, we are grateful for the fact that the 
turmoil and tension occurring in 1987 did not put 
mankind in a worse situation. We welcome the recent 
superpower summit between President Reagan and Gen- 
eral Secretary Gorbachev. May the summit serve as the 
beginning of a reduction in tension that will lead to a 
more stable and permanent peace. 


Honorable session, when the government was formulat- 
ing this 1988-89 draft state budget, it was fully aware of 
the fact that the new fiscal year would be full of difficul- 
ties and challenges. The reason for this is that the global 
economic situation is beyond our control and is not 
always in line with our economic interests. As part of the 
global economy, our economic situation and develop- 
ment are inevitably influenced by the world economic 
situation. The world economy is still facing uncertainty 
and cannot pull itself out of the serious recession of 
several years ago. The situation seemed to improve a 
while ago, but the improvement turned out to be tempo- 
rary. The economies of some industrialized countries did 
improve, but not enough to become a driving force for 
the world’s economy. At present, there are no visible 
signs of an improved world economy. 
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While in 1986 the economic growth rate of the seven 
industrialized countries stood at 2.8 percent, in 1987 
their growth rate was projected to go down to only about 
2.5 percent. In 1988 it is not expected that their growth 
rate will change very much. Against the background of 
this uncertain and challenging situation, our problem is 
further complicated by the currency fluctuations of those 
leading countries. For example, the past 2 years have 
seen a sharp decline in the value of the US. dollar 
against other currencies. [passage omitted] 


In the past few years, our foreign revenues from nonoil 
and nongas commodity exports have made an impres- 
sive increase—we must not ignore nonoil and nongas 
revenues. Our domestic revenues from nonoil and 
nongas revenues have also surpassed those from oil and 
gas revenues. 


Honorable members of parliament can certainly calcu- 
late the increase in state revenues even if the oil price 
increases by $1 per barrel with our current production 
quota. On the other hand. if the oil price falls by $1, state 
revenues will also be greatly reduced. Therefore, it 1s 
important for us to have a normal and stable oil price in 
the world market. 


The fluctuations in oil prices, especially the downward 
trend, has always resulted in difficulties in formulating 
our draft state budget in particlar, and economic plan- 
ning in general. One of the most important factors in 
maintaining a normal and stable oil price 1s understand- 
ing the world’s supply and demand for oil. OPEC has 
recently decided on a production quota for its members 
in order to maintain a normal and stable price level, 
which is $18 per barrel for Saudi crude oil. That means 
the average price for our oil is $17.50 per barrel. How- 
ever, recent world oil prices have not stabilized. One 
reason for this 1s that the industrialized countries have 
hoarded a very large supply of oil. Therefore, the gov- 
ernment has formulated this 1988-89 state budget with 
the assumption that the average price of oil will be $16 
per barrel. This does not mean we are going to deviate 
from the agreement reached at the last OPEC meeting. It 
is of primary concern to us that the OPEC oil price 
agreement of $18 per barrel be realized. Attaining this 
end will depend largely on OPEC members strictly 
honoring and complying with OPEC’s total joint produc- 
tion and the quotas for the respective member countries. 
| passage omitted] 


Honorable session, faced with the heavy pressures 
caused by the world economic situation, we can still be 
grateful for the fact that our economy is experiencing 
greater resilience. We have succeeded in our efforts to 
make progress in our economic development. We have 
achieved and consolidated our rice-sufficiency, which 1s 
an important contribution toward our economic stability 
and resilience. Nevertheless, we must remain vigilant 
because our long drought will be followed by a rainy 
season, which may have a negative impact if we are not 
highly prepared for it. [passage omitted] 
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Through the implementation of a balanced and dynamic 
budget, with sufficient production of various goods and 
an improved distribution system, we can maintain our 
economic stability, unaffected by the long drought and 
other economic difficulties. Our inflation rate in 1987 
stood at 8.9%. [passage omitted] 


The public’s sense of responsibility in sharing the cost of 
development is also getting stronger, as is evidenced by 
the increases in tax revenue from the nonoil and nongas 
sector, which surpasses the tax revenues from the oil and 
gas sector. This means we have solved the long-term 
problem in state revenues, which depended on the rev- 
enues of oil and gas sector only. 


The increase in nonoil exports was due to deregulation 
and cutting down on the bureaucracy. Nonoil exports 
have now exceeded petroleum exports. This is the most 
important, most recent, and most meaningful develop- 
ment that has occurred since we launched our develop- 
ment programs. In recent months, nonoil exports have 
exceeded $800 million monthly coming from various 
people-oriented cottage and small-scale industries and 
also big industries utilizing high technology. We should 
maintain this steady export momentum and continu- 
ously protect and increase the export volume. It is 
because of this that the government took important steps 
in relation to the 24 December economic package. 


Our ability to manage a modern economy, technological 
and marketing capabilities and other factors have 
increased, and today it is clear that our nation has the 
ability and strength to participate in the modern econo- 
my, in an international arena filled with stiff competi- 
tion. 


I said previously that difficulties should be faced with 
greater efforts and deeper considerations, and that after- 
ward we could be unexpectedly and remarkably reward- 
ed. It is clear that we have learned good lessons from the 
many difficult challenges that we have faced. We are 
aware of the fact that our breakthroughs in international 
markets can be viewed only as early successes that 
should not make us complacent. We must not rest on our 
laurels. The important progress achieved in nonoil 
exports is due to careful maintenance of our foreign 
exchange, which is currently considered sufficient for 
our economy and development. 


At the end of December, the foreign exchange that 
remained in the Bank of Indonesia totaled about $6.5 
billion and, if it is added to the current amount in the 
other banks, the total would be around $10.5 billion. 


Honorable speaker, that is our the state of the economy 
as we prepare to face the final year of the fourth 5-year 
national development program. We can see for ourselves 
that we face many difficult situations that we will 
approach with caution. We have achieved success and 
strength and that has made us hopeful. When compared 
with the economic situation in 1986, the economic 
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situation in 1987 was a great deal better. Our current 
economic position has its limitations, but opportunities 
do exist for future years. We will approach these limita- 
tions and opportunities with mature considerations in 
planning the 1988-89 budget, which I will propose to the 
honorable parliament. 


The 1988-89 draft budget is for the final year of the 
fourth 5-year national development program. This 
means we must rally all of our determination and 
strength to achieve the final objectives set forth in the 
fourth 5-year national development program and which 
also forms our common determination to set in motion 
the development of our beloved community which we 
desire so much. In formulating the just and prosperous 
society that we so desire, our 1983 plans were deter- 
mined stressing a broad outline of state policy based on 
a balanced and strong economic structure among estab- 
lished and strong industries, as well as a strong partici- 
pation by the people in national agricultural programs. 
In politics, every citizen knows his obligations and rights 
based on the Pancasila concept and the 1945 basic laws. 
The national administration mechanism has been stable, 
based on a democratic and just constitution. In the 
sociocultural sector, the people’s lifestyle has begun to 
show its coordination in sociocultural participation to 
indicate cultural improvement according to the Panca- 
sila concept. National security and stability have not 
only been maintained by the people’s strength, but also 
because of ABRI’s [Armed Forces of the Republic of 
Indonesia] ability to carry out its dual function to the 
best of its ability. [passage omitted] 


The 1988-89 draft budget is a very important proposal 
for achieving the objecties of the fourth 5-year national 
development program as stressed in the 1983 develop- 
ment planning. Implementing the guidelines of the plan- 
ning program, the 1988-89 draft budget has been 
planned according to principles aimed at a more 
dynamic and balanced estimate, with a trilogy of devel- 
opment, which forms the basic structure placing empha- 
sis On achieving greater results in bringing about a better 
average growth in the economy and national stocks. 


As I said earlier, a realistic and careful attitude has been 
the government’s concern in planning the 1988-89 draft 
budget. Making use of the previous guidelines and rally- 
ing all our efforts, the government is proposing the 
1988-89 draft budget at 28.9 trillion rupiah, or an 
increase of 27.1 percent increase over the current budget. 
As a measure for implementing the balanced budget in 
principle, 1ational productivity will alse amount to 28.9 
trillion rupiah. The national income is expected to be 
around 21.8 trillion rupiah, or an increase of 26.5% over 
the current income. The income derived from develop- 
ment will be around 7.1 trillion rupiah, or an increase of 
29.1 percent over the current one. Since national pro- 
ductivity will be based on routine productivity, it is 
expected to be around 20 trillion rupiah, or an increase 
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of 33.5% over current productivity. Productivity from 
development is expected to be more than 28.8 trillion, 
indicating an increase of 14.7% over the current figure. 


Honorable House Speaker, allow me to continue giving 
the broad outline of state revenues and state expendi- 
tures. I mentioned earlier that state revenue is made up 
of domestic earnings and development revenue origi- 
nates from foreign countries. The domestic earnings are 
from the oil and gas sector and the nongas sector. 
Earnings from the oil and gas sector are derived from oil 
and natural gas exports and in the coming 1988-89 fiscal 
year state revenues from the oil and gas sector are 
expected to reach over 88.8 trillion rupiah, an increase of 
27.6% over the current figure. Out of this total, income 
from oil will amount to 7.7 trillion rupiah, or a 30.1- 
percent increase over the current budget, while revenue 
from natural gas will be about | trillion rupiah, or a 
12.6-percent increase over the current budget. In addi- 
tion, earnings from the nonoil and nongas sector will 
reach 12.9 trillion rupiah, or a 25.7-percent increase over 
the current budget. 


Looking at these figures, it is clear that earnings derived 
from the nonoil and nongas sector are expected to exceed 
that of the oil and gas sector, as it had begun to do in the 
current fiscal year. This has made us proud because it 
has proven our determination to make state revenues 
increasingly sounder and stronger. Oil and natural gas 
will remain the main strength in our development, either 
as a source of foreign exchange earnings or a source of 
earnings for state revenue. However, economic and 
national development that depends on only one source 
of revenue is definitely subject to long-term problems. As 
a matter of fact we have already experienced the reality 
of such problems in the past few years due to the 
unstable and fluctuating oil prices. In this aspect, we 
have taken a positive step in realizing the dangers of 
being solely dependent on state revenue from the oil and 
gas sector and in view of that we are determined to 
increase earnings from the nonoil and nongas sector. 


For this reason we have introduced new forms of taxa- 
tion. At the time of the introduction of several new tax 
regulations in 1983, few state tax laws existed which 
were suitable for our needs in building the nation. 
[passage omitted] 


Honorable session, the sources for the state revenue 
earnings frorn the nonoil and nongas sector are income 
tax, value added tax, land and building tax, import 
duties, excise tax, export tax, and receipts from other 
taxes and non-tax receipts. [passage omitted] 


The total earnings from value added tax is the biggest 
source of state revenue from nonoil and nongas com- 
modities. 


In line with increasing domestic industrial development, 
our imports center on raw material and capital goods 
rather than manufactured products. The earnings from 
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tax is also estimated to reach 1.3 trillion rupiah, or a 23.8 
percent increase. Although it is an important source of 
income, tax regulation was not solely aimed at increasing 
slate revenue. [passage omitted] 


The earnings from export tax is estimated to reach 144 
billion rupiah, double that of the present figure. [passage 
omitted] 


Earnings from land and building assessment is expected 
to reach 322 billion rupiah or an increase of 17.5% 
[passage omitted]. 


Meanwhile, earnings from other tax revenues will reach 
272 billion rupiah. The other domestic revenues are 
from non-tax receipts, mostly receipts from various state 
owned enterprises. [passage omitted] 


Honorable Chairman, allow me explain the broad guide- 
lines On state expenditures which comprise routine 
expenditure and development expenditure. [passage 
omitted] 


The priorities of routine expenditures are focused 
mainly on the support which is indispensible for the 
operation of government machinery, to provide services 
to the people and preserve all development achieve- 
ments that we have so far accomplished. Aware of 
existing economic difficulties, we cut back on our expen- 
ditures on travel inside and outside the country and 
other activities. 


With regard to that, personnel expenses will amount to 
4.8 trillion rupiah, or an increase of 11.6%. Such an 
increase is allowed mainly to accomodate the appoint- 
ment of new civil servants as replacements for those who 
are going to retire, and the appointment of teachers and 
doctors and other medical personnel 


The government is deeply aware that it is time to raise 
the salaries of civil servants, including those of the 
armed forces and pensioners, as their salaries have been 
frozen for several years while the prices of basic com- 
modities have been subject to inflation. Without salary 
increases, tht civil servants’ purchasing power certainly 
declines. 


However, at the time of the formulation of this draft 
budget, the government was unable to see any opportu- 
nity that can responsibly be accounted for to carry out its 
plan to raise the salary of civil servants, even though 
there is indeed an increase in state revenues. The gov- 
ernment, however, will make serious efforts to raise the 
salary and welfare of civil servants in general if an 
opportunity for such a raise occurs. [applause] For the 
coming 1988-89 fiscal year, I call on all civil servants and 
military personnel to give their sincere and generous 
understanding to this situation. Amidst this difficult 
economic situation and the current government’s lim- 
ited course of action, | need your understanding and 
fortitude, and even your willingness, to enhance your 
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work discipline and achievements so that the govern- 
ment’s development programs can be further advanced; 
this in turn will enhance the government's ability to 
improve the welfare of its personnel. For your coopera- 
tion I herewith extend my gratitude. [passage omitted] 


When I delivered my draft budget speech on 7 January 
1986 to the honorable session, | pointed out that we 
would be facing the prospect of a growing foreign debt 
repayment beginning in 1986; the time for us to repay 
these debts has come. We have always utilized these 
foreign loans to finance our development projects which 
benefit the people. 


The sharp increase in our foreign debt repayment is also 
caused by the recent sharp appreciation of the Japanese 
yen and European currencies against the U.S. dollar. The 
majority of our foreign loans have come from countries 
with stronger currencies. With the appreciation of such 
currencies, our foreign debt repayment in the 1988-89 
fiscal year will increase by nearly $1.5 billion or about 
2.5 trillion rupiah. These figures reflect the increasing 
appreciation of a number of currencies against the U.S. 
dollar in the framework of our foreign debt repayment. 
We ought to repay these foreign debts not only because it 
involves the nation’s reputation, but also because we are 
able to do it. Our ability to repay the debts is partly 
attributed to the loans we have thus far received. In other 
words, we will use the fruit of our development program 
to fulfill our obligation as a borrower. Such an ability has 
continued to earn the confidence of the international 
community. [passage omitted] 


Our top priorities in our development expenditures are 
as follows: first, to supply the operation and mainte- 
nance costs of ‘he economic infrastructure; second, to 
complete existing projects that can no longer be delayed; 
third, to provide rupiah funds for projects that receive 
foreign loans; and fourth, to continue projects which 
encourage job opportunities. [passage omitted] 


There are five economic sectors whose development 
expenditures exceed | trillion rupiah—communications 
and tourism, agriculture and irrigation, mining and 
energy, education, and rural and urban development. 
However, this does not mean that we underestimate the 
importance of other sectors, whose development expen- 
ditures are less than | trillion rupiah. These five sectors 
need a large amount of money because they must main- 
tain their momentum, carry Out operations and mainte- 
nance, and create new job opportunities. [passage omit- 
ted] 


As we enter the final year of the fourth 5-year develop- 
ment plan, we continue to attach great importance to 
other sectors, which will enhance the physical and men- 
tal welfare of our society and our sense of responsibility 
in national development. Such sectors include man- 
power and transmigration, commerce and cooperatives, 
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religion, health, social welfare, women’s affairs, popula- 
tion and family planning, public housing, law, informa- 
tion, press and social communications, science, technol- 
ogy, and research, state apparatus reform, business 
promotion, natural resources and environment, as well 
as defense and security. The development funds for these 
sectors are basically aimed at continuing existing 
projects. 


The issue of manpower is and will remain one of our 
most challenging issues. Our policy on the manpower 
issue is basically related to our development policy in 
general, namely the expansion of job opportunities in all 
development activities. As we enter the era of technolog- 
ical progress, we will continue our scientific and techno- 
logical development. We will pay attention to the pres- 
ervation of natural resources and the environment. We 
also will concern ourselves with the reform of the state 
apparatus to enable it to upgrade its services to society, 
smoothly carry out its duties, and guide the people in 
development activities. To facilitate this process, more 
supervisory and disciplinary measures will be taken 
against corrupt practices and irregularities. No less 
important is the development of our defense and secu- 
rity, which protects the whole nation and defends the 
sovereignty and integrity of our vast territory. 


By implementing the above development activities and 
continuously creating an atmosphere conducive to the 
expression of public potential, we believe that we will 
overcome the hard times ahead. We are fully aware that 
the years ahead are full of trials and tribulations, but we 
also view them as full of opportunities and hope. We 
should not waste the opportunities available to us. 


The 1988-89 fiscal year—the final year of the fourth 
5-year development plan—begins on the Ist of April this 
year. This reminds us of a phrase in the closing chapter 
of the 1983 broad outline of state policy that says that 
the success of national development depends on the full 
participation of the people, as well as the mental atti- 
tude, obedience, and discipline of the state’s office 
holders. [passage omitted] 


Honorable house speaker, this is my presentation of the 
1988-89 draft state budget to this honorable session. 
May all of you and the government deliberate the draft 
budget with the greatest sense of responsibility for the 
continuity and success of our national development. 
May Almighty God bless us. Peace upon you. Thank you. 


Official Says Rupiah Devaluation Not Planned 
BK060425 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0345 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Jakarta, Jan 6, (ANTARA/OANA)—Minister of 
National Development Planning J.B. Sumarlin has con- 
firmed that the government would not take another 
devaluation step because there is no need to devaluate 
the rupiah. 
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Speaking before newsmen here Tuesday night, the min- 
ister said: “Such a move would hurt us because it would 
increase our debt payment burden in the budget.” 


The government is not planning to seek any rescheduling 
of its debts, according to Sumarlin, who is concurrently 
chairman of Bappenas (National Development Planning 
Board). 


“Our debt service ratio is higher than we would like, but 
it is still manageable, and we will honour it,” he revealed. 


He also disclosed that the government would not change 
the policy of complete currency convertibility as it had 
been in effect for years and had served well. 


“While these are not the best of times, neither are they 
the worst,”’ he said, and added: “Indeed the worst ti nes 
are most certainly behind us, and we have complete 
confidence that the best of times are on their way.” 


Minister of Finance Radius Prawiro said on the occasion 
that the purchasing power of civil servants and the 
Indonesian Armed Forces (ABRI) members at the 
present time compared with that two years ago was still 
balanced. 


He pointed out that the salaries of civil servants were 
increased by 8.1 percent in 1984 and 20 percent in 1985, 
while the inflation rate in 1986 and 1987, when the 
salaries did not rise, stood at 8.3 percent and 8.9 percent 
respectively. 


If the oil price is U.S.$1 higher than U.S.$16/barrel 
projected in the 1988/89 draft state budget, there would 
be funds adequate to increase the salaries of civil ser- 
vants, according to Radius. But the increase of the 
salaries by U.S.$1 must remain unchanged for a long 
time, he said. 


Referring to the amount of Indonesia’s external debts, 
the minister said that based on the exchange rate of the 
rupiah against the U.S. dollar on September 30, 1987, 
the total of foreign debts reached U.S.$35,194.6 million 
at present. 


With the estimated export value of U.S.$ 17,601 million 
in 1987/88, Indonesia’s debt service ratio is 29 percent 
today, according to Radius. 


Concerning the composition of Indonesia’s external 
debts in foreign currencies, he pointed out 40.8 percent 
of the debts were in yen, 6.6 percent in Deutsche marks, 
2.4 percent in pounds Sterling and 37.2 percent in U.S. 
dollars. 


He admitted that the appreciation of yen and DM had 
increased the burden of Indonesia in the repayment of 
external debts. 
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Laos 
Further Reportage on Thai Border Conflict 


5 January Shelling 
BK061134 Vientiane KPL in English 
0918 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 6, (KPL)}—The ultrarightist 
reactionaries in the Thai 3d Army Region yesterday, at 
0500 hours, salvoed 15 rounds of 105 and 155 mm 
artillery at Lao Heights 1370 and 1428, west of Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province, a local source reported. 


The source further reported that the Thai side also 
launched artillery bombing against Ban Mai, Kang and 
Savang hamlets in Paklai District, Sayaboury Province, 
the focal point of armed invasion by Thai troops in 1984. 


Report on 6 January Violations 
BK061305 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] The following is the news report development of 
the situation west of Boten District: 


A correspondent reported from Boten District, Saya- 
boury Province, that besides the continuing occupation 
of Lao territory by many battalions from the 3d Army 
Region and the daily artillery bombardments of various 
heights in Na Bonoi canton west of Boten District, the 
ultrarightist reactionaries in the Thai ruling circles today 
sent F-5 jets to fly six sorties of shelling and bombing 
inside Lao territory. 


On 5 January, from 0530, Thai troops fired 15 shells of 
105-mm, 155-mm, and DK-75 artillery pieces to Heights 
1370 and 1528. Fifteen more shells were fired into Lao 
territory at noon. From !700, they fired many barrages 
of 12.7-mm mortar ammunition and artillery shells into 
Lao territory. 


At 1100 today [6 January], thyee F-5 jets violated Lao 
airspace and fired at Heights 1428 and 1370. Twenty 
minutes later, three Thai F-5 jets dropped more bombs 
at the heights. 


Vientiane Holds Rally 


BK051456 [Editorial Report] Vientiane Domestic Ser- 
vice in Lao at 1200 GMT on 5 January carries a 
26-minute report read by an unidentified announcer, 
with portions recorded, on a mass rally held at the 
National Stadium in Vientiane “this afternoon” by 
“more than 20,000 Vientiane residents to denounce the 
Thai ultrarightist reactionaries for dispatching troops to 
nibble at our Lao territory” in Na Bonoi canton, Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province. 


The announcer says that the rally was attended by 
cadres, state employees from various offices and organi- 
zations under the center and Vientiane municipality, 
Buddhist monks, learned persons, intellectuals, students, 
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businessmen, and representatives of overseas residents 
in Vientiane. The demonstrators marched along many 
streets in Vientiane before rallying at the National Sta- 
dium to “protest against the aggressive acts of the Thai 
ultrarightist reactionaries and to demand that they 
unconditionally withdraw their troops from Lao soil.” 


Channong Inthavong, member of the Lao Front for 
National Construction [LFNC] Central Committee and 
chairman of the LFNC of Vientiane municipality, is the 
first person who addresses the rally, pointing out that the 
“tense situation” at the Lao-Thai border in the area 
stems from the “dark scheme” of the Thai ultrarightist 
reactionaries to “‘annex Lao territory bit by bit” so that 
they will proceed to “occupy the entire Laos” at the end. 
He recalls that on 6 June 1984, “the ultrarightist reac- 
tionaries in the Thai ruling circles” sent troops to nibble 
at and occupy the “three Lao villages—Ban Mai, Ban 
Kang, and Ban Savang—in Paklai District, Sayaboury 
Province.” He stresses that beginning on |5 December, 
the tense situation in Na Bonoi canton has been wors- 
ening with every passing day. “On 27 December, they 
used artillery to fire poisonous chemical-tipped shells 
against height 1428” in Boten District, he adds. “Up to 
today, there is no sign that the notorious and dangerous 
situation in the area will become peaceful.” 


The announcer reports that representatives of various 
groups of people in Vientiane take turns to deliver 
speeches. They are Senior Buddhist Monk Thongkhoun 
Anantasounthon, president of the Unified Lao Buddhist 
Organization; Mrs Phinyo Vongkhamla, representative 
of Lao workers; Phandouang Chitvongsa, representative 
of Lao youths and students; Chanpheng Phimmavan. 
representative of Lao women; and Vongsavan Bounsa- 
vat, representative of the Lao Committee for World 
Peace. In addition, representatives of the Overseas Viet- 
namese and Pakistani associations in Vientiane also 
deliver statements expressing support for the Lao For- 
eign Affairs Ministry’s statement demanding that the 
Thai Government hold talks with the Lao Government 
to settle the Lao-Thai border problem “through peaceful 
means.” 


At the end, the rally unanimously adopts a resolution 
which reads as follows: “1. We resolutely denounce the 
criminal acts of the Thai reactionaries for sending troops 
to depravedly aggress against the Lao territory in Boten 
District, Sayaboury Province. 


‘2. We resolutely pledge to stand side by side with the 
armed forces and people of Boten District, Sayaboury 
Province, to completely defeat the Thai reactionary 
aggressors against Laos to securely defend the indepen- 
dence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity of Laos. 


‘3. We resolutely support the statement of the LPDR 
Foreign Affairs Ministry demanding that the Thai reac- 
tionaries cease their aggression against Laos and com- 
pletely withdraw their aggressor troops from Lao terri- 
tory, turn to settle the Lao-Thai border problem through 
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peaceful means, and make the Mekong River into a river 
of friendship in accordance with the spirit of the Lao- 
Thai joint communiques signed in 1979 in conformity 
with the aspirations of the Lao and Thai peoples. 


“4. The rally calls on all compatriots throughout the 
country to closely unite, to more highly uphold a sense of 
revolutionary vigilance, to strengthen the special solidar- 
ity with the Vietnamese and Cambodian peoples, and to 
stand ready to safeguard the justice as well as security of 
the said locality as well as other localities throughout 
Laos. 


“5. The rally calls on all people in the fraternal countries 
and all peace-and justice-loving friends throughout the 
world to render effective support and assistance to the 
correct and just struggle of the Lao people against the 
aggression by the Thai reactionaries. 


“6. The rally calls on the Thai people who cherish justice 
and peace to take action to fulfill their ideals so the 
parents and relatives of Thai troops escape suffering any 
sorrow by refusing to allow their children to get killed in 
the the battlefields while aggressing against another 
country. 


“7. The rally demands that the Thai reactionaries come 
to their senses and turn to settle the Lao-Thai border 
problem through peaceful negotiations otherwise they 
will be held solely responsible for any serious conse- 
quences arising from their action.” 


The announcer says that the rally is ended following the 
reading of the resolution. 


Comment on Thai Aide-Memoire 
BK060341 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 6 Jan 87 


{Unattributed commentary: “Lao-Thai Talks Must Be 
Held on Basis of Equality and Sincerity Towards Each 
Other’’] 


[Text] On the evening of 4 January, Radio Thailand 
reported that the Thai Foreign Affairs Ministry 
instructed the Thai Embassy in Vientiane to hand over 
an aide-memoire to the Lao side. The radio also detailed 
some of the contents of the aide-memoire in which the 
Thai side accused Lao troops of violating Thai territory, 
demanded the withdrawal of the Lao troops, and 
expressed that they would be glad to hold talks with the 
Lao side for concrete results. In the aide-memoire, the 
Thai side also proposed that Vientiane and Udon Thani 
be sites for talks. 


Considering Thailand’s aide-memoire as announced by 
Radio Thailand, there is nothing that can be seen as a 
creative idea. Moreover, while openly and arrogantly 
attacking, invading, and annexing Lao territory in Na 
Bonoi canton, Boten District, Sayaboury Province, the 
Thai side has thrown the blame on the Lao side, which 
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has always respected the borderline of the two countries. 
Even worse, it has demanded the withdrawal of the Lao 
troops from Lao soil, a demand which cannot be 
accepted by the Lao side. 


As everyone knows, since France and Siam reached an 
agreement on the border demarcation in 1907, no border 
clashes were reported. But now, clashes have occurred 
between the two countries. This is because the Thai 
ultrarightist group sent troops to nibble at Jao territory 
in the said areas. The Lao side, therefore, deems it 
necessary to counter the aggressors to defend its sacred 
territory. In view of this, there is no reason for the Thai 
side to demand the Lao side’s withdrawal from its own 
territory. Their demand is clearly seen as an act and 
attitude of a big country that intends to bully and force a 
smaller country to act in accordance with its pan-Tha- 
ism. The Lao side cannot accept such a demand. 


Another point is that the Thai side’s proposal for choos- 
ing Vientiane and Udon Thani as sites for the bilateral 
talks is clearly seen as an idea intended to take advantage 
of Laos. Vientiane is a capital of a country with full 
independence and sovereignty, while Udon Thani is 
merely a major city of a Thai province. How can 
Vientiane and Udon Thani be given equal status? It can 
be only interpreted that the Thai side wants to lower the 
status of the Lao side. Therefore, it is seen that the Thai 
side’s proposal does not conform to the true situation 
and that it is not based on equality and sincerity. It is 
merely a pretext aimed at covering up its secret purpose. 


The meeting and talks to put an end to the armed 
disputes and improve and normalize the Lao-Thai rela- 
tions are the urgent aspirations of the Lao and the Thai 
peoples. The settlement of the problems between Laos 
and Thailand—which are fraternal and neighboring 
countries with the two peoples being blood brothers 
since ancient times—is possible if the Thai side aban- 
dons its pan-Thailand line of thinking of taking advan- 
tage of Laos which is a smaller country. 


Nevertheless, the Lao side is always ready to meet and 
hold talks with the Thai side, as soon as possible, 
alternately in Vieatiane and Bangkok for the benefit of 
the two peoples of Laos and Thailand and in the interest 
of peace in the region and the world. However, the 
Lao-Thai meeting and talks must be held on the basis of 
equality and sincerity towards each other. 


UN Secretary General Message 
BK051312 Vientiane KPL in English 
0957 GMT 5 Jan 87 


[Text] Vientiane, January 5 (KPL)}—The U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez De Cuellar, has recently sent a 
message to Phoun Sipaseut, vice-chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers and minister for foreign affairs of the Lao 
PDR in connection with the Thai aggression against 
Laos. 
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The message says: 


I was struck with dismay at the informations about new 
incidents which occurred at Lao-Thai border. I appeal to 
both sides to act with greatest reserve and request both 
sides to urgently undertake serious and positive negoti- 
ations in order to peacefully settle their differences. As 
always, my good offices will be at disposal of both sides. 


PASASON Comments 
BK051351 Vientiane KPL in English 
1003 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 5 (KPL)}—The daily PASA- 
SON today comments that the Thai aggression of the 
Lao territory in Boten District, northwestern Sayaboury 
Province, has brought about dissatisfaction among their 
troops and people. 


It says: 


“The previous two rounds of Lao-Thai talks understand- 
ably lessened border tension and helped ameliorate the 
relations between the two countries either at governmen- 
tal level or in private trade exchanges as well as in so far 
as reciprocal visits by private citizens of the two coun- 
tries is concerned.”’ The Lao and Thai peoples, therefore, 
welcomed and wished for their governments’ further 
efforts aiming at settling problems by peaceful means. 
Being as it is they have hoped for brighter atmosphere 
pertaining to the Lao-Thai relations and for the next 
round of Lao-Thai talks. ““However, such hope main- 
tained by the general public in both was disappointedly 
in vain when the Thai 3d Army Region launched attacks 
against Lao territory in Boten District, Sayaboury Prov- 
ince, under a fabrication of Lao violation of its territory 
in Chat Trakan District, Phitsanulok Province,” PASA- 
SON points out, adding that such fabrication will bring 
Thailand nowhere since the French-Siamese agreement 
has clearly indicated the Lao sovereignty over the con- 
flict area. This is not the first time Thailand proclaimed 
its sovereign power over the Lao territory. Its aggression 
of the three Lao hamlets in Paklai District, Sayaboury 
Province, in the past three years, was the case in point. 


In retrospect, Laos has never invaded other countries. 
To the contrary, time and again, it was victim of aggres- 
sion. Following the 30-year war of national liberation, 
the Lao people have no other aspiration higher than their 
strong desire to rehabilitate their lives under peaceful 
circumstances. There is no reason for creating such a 
problem by the Lao side as clearly defined in its foreign 
policy of peace, independence, unity and socialism. 
What is more, the prevalent world trend of international 
relations is in favour of mutual coexistence and friend- 
ship. 


The Thai attacks of Lao Boten District is being met with 
opposition from the Thai people in the area, in form of 
protesting against the stationing of Thai artilleries near 
their villages. They call for the return to their families of 
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their husbands and sons enlisted in the Thai Army. 
Citing this incident, the paper says that nearly ten 
company chiefs of the Thai troops have deserted or 
applied to be relieved from their military service due to 
their dissatisfaction from the maltreatment by their boss, 
PASASON stresses, adding in conclusion that such acts 
will hereby bring about a prelude to an ominous presage 
among the Thai 3d Army Region. 


Columnist Urges Holding Talks 
BK061435 Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
22 Dec 87 p 3 


[‘“Talk” column by Mo Ken: “Why Does the Thai Side 
Avoid Talks?] 


[Text] As everyone knows, during the second round of 
Lao-Thai talks which was held in Bangkok in March 
1987, Souban Salitthilat, deputy foreign minister and 
head of the Lao delegation extended an invitation to a 
Thai high-level delegation to resume the next round of 
talks in Vientiane. Since then, the Lao side has been 
waiting for the visit to the LPDR by the said delegation. 


As the Lao side was waiting for a new round of talks with 
the Thai side, the atmosphere and relations between the 
two countries gradually improved. Despite the violent 
border incidents such as the aggression aimed at captur- 
ing Lao forest in the vicinity of Na Bonoi canton in 
Boten District, Sayaboury Province, the Lao side did not 
react with violence so as to safeguard the good atmo- 
sphere and pave the way for the next round of talks. 


Unfortunately, despite the improvement of atmosphere 
between the two countries and the trend toward world 
peace and settlement of regional problems, the Thai side 
treats the Lao invitation indifferently. Worse still, the 
Thai side has turned blind eyes and deaf ears, and the 
ultrarightist reactionaries in the Thai 3d Army Region 
have continued the arrogant aggression and violation of 
Lao territory. Therefore, during a news briefing held for 
foreign diplomats on 17 December, Deputy Foreign 
Minister Souban Salitthilat noted: ““The proposal put 
forth by the Lao side for the third round of Lao-Thai 
talks received no reply from the Thai side because the 
Thai side still wants to use military force to settle 
problems.” 


Such an assumption can be testifieu ae Thai 3d Army 
Region’s “Phou Soi Dao” operai:ons which were 
launched from 3 to 5 November and from 15 December 
up to the present. The latest one was the most serious one 
because it was the Ist time that the Thai 3d Army Region 
launched air attacks inside Lao territory and deployed 
the so-called “outstanding” combat units of the Thai 
Armed Forces. 


We the Lao people once again demand that the Thai side 
place itself on an equal basis, implement the spirit of 
brotherly neighborhood, and the Lao-Thai joint commu- 
niques of 1979, comply with the world trend of dialogue, 
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and make joint efforts to seek solutions to the problems 
between the two countries through peaceful means, not 
through the use of military force as they are doing now. 


Editorial Hails VPA Founding Anniversary 
BK031100 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0430 GMT 22 Dec 87 


[Editorial: ““Wholeheartedly Salute and Greet the 43d 
Founding Anniversary of the Vietnam People’s Army] 


[Text] 22 December 1987 marks an important historic 
day of the Vietnam People’s Army, the close comrade 
and brother of the Lao People’s Army. We are jubilantly 
and proudly celebrating the 43d founding of the VPA. 
On this majestic occasion, cadres and combatants of the 
Lao People’s Armed Forces extend their warm respects 
and best wishes to the fraternal heroic VPA. 


On 22 December 1944, 43 years ago, in compliance with 
the instruction given by respected and beloved President 
Ho Chi Minh, the propaganda team for the liberation of 
Vietnam was established which later turned out to be the 
root of the strong present VPA. Since its founding, the 
VPA has been growing bigger continuously amidst the 
flames of wars, difficulties, hardships, and sacrifices. 
Under the wise and clear guidance of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam, the VPA and the Vietnamese people 
have scored numerous victories of profound historic and 
epochal significance, for example the August 1945 revo- 
lutionary uprising which led to the incredible and world- 
renowned victory over old colonialism at the historic 
battlefield of Dien Bien Phu. Later, they defeated the 
war of aggression by the neocolonialists with the impe- 
rialist United States as their chieftain thus succeeding in 
liberating and completely unifying the then divided 
Vietnam and leading the country to gallantly march 
toward socialism. 


In early 1979, the VPA grasped a great victory in fighting 
the aggressors in firmly defending its socialist nation. 
Moreover, the VPA has fulfilled its noble proletarian 
international duties toward Lao and Cambodian revolu- 
tions. Under the clear guidance of the Resolution of the 
Sixth CPV Congress, the fraternal VPA can deeply 
apprehend its immediate necessary tasks, that is, first of 
all, the urgent improvement of its working system, 
shifting to the new line of thinking, upgrading its poten- 
tials in defending the country and security of the people, 
promoting and enhancing its majestic traditions, apply- 
ing revolutionary heroism during the war for national 
liberation with the construction and defense of its social- 
ist country, and studying and propagating the excellent 
traditions of Uncle Ho’s soldiers in the past so that they 
are implanted in the mind and actual deeds of every 
revolutionary combatant. 


The VPA has been expanded and gained the strength of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, closely coordinated 
economy and national defense and vice versa, pushed 
forward the basic tasks of national defense among the 
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masses as well as built up the People’s Armed Forces and 
stronger rear line. The VPA has now become a disci- 
plined, systematized, and developing army with suffi- 
cient potentials to defend the country and fulfill its noble 
proletarian international duties. 


At present, the enemies of our three nations are the 
imperialists and international reactionary forces who 
have been colluding with each other in launching multi- 
faceted subversive schemes against us. They intend to 
weaken us and eventually swallow up the three Indochi- 
nese countries. They have exerted efforts to sabotage our 
militant solidarity and the militant alliance between 
Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia and the Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries. The peoples and armed forces 
of Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia have been maintaining 
closest relations and will continue to further strengthen 
their relations and solidarity so as to foil all subversive 
schemes of the enemy in a timely manner and safeguard 
and promote the fruits of the revolutions of the three 
countries. 


As the most intimate comrades in arms of the VPA and 
fraternal Vietnamese people, Lao cadres, combatants, 
and people greatly admire and are elated by the achieve- 
ments and victories scored the VPA in improving and 
constructing its armed forces in all aspects which have 
enabled them to defend their beloved fatherland and 
beautifully fulfill their international duties. Our Lao 
cadres, combatants, and people regard those achieve- 
ments and victories as of their own. 


On the occasion of the 43d VPA founding anniversary, 
the Lao people and LPA once again sincerely express 
their profound gratitude to the Vietnamese fraternal 
people and army for their wholehearted and priceless 
support 2nd assistance rendered to the cause of revolu- 
tion of the Lao people of all races. We firmly believe that 
under the leadership of the gallant CPV, the VPA and 
Vietnamese people will fulfill their duties towayd the 
country contributing to the construction and defense of 
their socialist country and enthusiastically contributing 
to the common struggle for peace, stability, and cooper- 
ation in the Southeast Asian and Asian-Pacific regions 
and in the world. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Sends Burma Greetings 
BKO051225 Vientiane KPL in English 
0939 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 5 (KPL)}—Phoumi Vongvi- 
chit, acting-president of the Lao PDR has extended a 
message of greetings to His Excellency U San Yu, pres- 
ident of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma. 


The message reads: 
“On behalf of the Lao people and on my own, | have a 


pleasure to convey to your excellency and through you to 
the people of the Socialist Republic of the Union of 
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Burma my warm congratulations and best wishes on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary of the independence 
day of the Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma. 


“I have a firm conviction that the good neighbourly 
relations existing between our two countries and peoples 
will be further developed in the years to come. 


“Please accept, Excellency, my sincere wishes for your 
personal good health and for the progress and prosperity 
of the Burmese people.” 


In his message to his excellency U Maung Maung Kha, 
prime minister of Burma, K. Phomvihan, chairman of 
the Council of Minister said: 


‘May the good neighbourly relations traditionally exist- 
ing between our two peoples and countries be further 
developed. Such a state of affairs serves as a good 
example for the relations among states in this region as 
well as serving the cause of peace, stability and mutual 
cooperation.” 


On the same occasion, P. Sipaseut, vice-chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and minister for foreign affairs of 
the LPDR also sent greetings to his Burmese counter- 
part, U Ye Gaung. 


Sali Vongkhamsao Attends Burmese Reception 
BKO051237 Vientiane KPL in English 
0946 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 5 (KPL)}—Charge d’Affaires 
ad Interim of the Socialist Republic of the Union of 
Burma U Win Aung held here a reception to mark the 
40th anniversary of the proclamation of the indepen- 
dence of Burma. 


The reception was attended among others by Sali Vongk- 
hamsao, vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
chairman of the State Planning Committee, and Kham- 
phai Boupha, first deputy-minister of foreign affairs. 


Diplomatic envoys to the Lao PDR were also on hand. 


Sisomphon Lovansai Visits Hmong Community 
BK031009 Vientiane KPL in English 
0757 GMT 3 Jan 88 


[Text] Vientiane, January 3 (KPL)}—Sisomphon Lovan- 
sai, Politburo member of the LPRP CC and acting- 
president of the People’s Supreme Assembly, recently 
visited Hmong ethnic community in Khamkeut District, 
central Bolikhamsai Province. 


S. Lovansai was there to celebrate the Hmong New Year. 
He had intimate talk with the people, especially mem- 
bers of the agri-cooperative established by the Hmong 
community under voluntary basis. 
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He praised the communal spirit of the Hmong and their 
undertakings in doing away with nomadic cultivation 
involving slash-and-burn farming and their option {~r 
fixed farming. The acting-president further urged the 
community to enhance its vigilance against the enemies’ 
schemes of sabotage. 


Guide to Implementation of Finance Plans 
BK051247 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 14 Dec 87 


{Instruction issued by the LPDR Council of Ministers on 
reviewing implementation of the 1987 finance plan and 
drafting the 1988 finance plan; dated 7 December] 


[Text] To the ministers of all ministries, chairmen of 
state committees, chairmen of all provincial administra- 
tive committees, and chairman of the Vientiane munic- 
ipal administrative committee: 


To realize the objectives of the socioeconomic develop- 
ment plan outlined at the fourth party congress, and to 
effectively fulfill the goals of the second 5-year state plan, 
including preparations for convening a joint plenary 
session of the party Central Committee and the Council 
of Ministers at the end of this year, the Council of 
Ministers issues the following instruction: 


1. All services and localities are instructed to inspect, 
review, and assess implementation of the socioeconomic 
development plans and finance plans at their respective 
levels by relying on the reality in their services and 
localities in scrutinizing, analyzing, and appraising the 
fulfillment of primary targets and the balancing of 
finance plans from the grass-roots level up; by linking the 
division of management levels for the plans at their 
respective levels with the switch to the new economic 
management system and implementation of the Council 
of Ministers (?seven) decrees; and by beginning with the 
realization by business enterprises of their right to mas- 
tership in finance work and the separation of the two 
(?specific) roles—economic management and business 
management of the finance plans—in each service and 
locality with a view to identifying favorable conditions 
and shortcomings, and pinpointing their causes. 


As for budgets, a careful and profound analysis must be 
conducted to determine whether revenue sources for the 
budgets are derived primarily from the balancing of 
prices, the promotion of production, or bank loans. 
Identification of revenue sources to balance the budgets 
at each level relies on the actual potential of the services, 
localities, and grass-root levels. As for investment, we 
must determine whether it conforms to the orientation 
[of the socioeconomic development plan] and the socio- 
economic structure; how it promotes production, circu- 
lation, and distribution and serves the people’s life; 
whether the investment policy has been implemented in 
accordance with the spirit of the new economic manage- 
ment system, for example, the investment in building 
foundations for quick output and quick production 
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[words indistinct]; how the finance regulations have been 
implemented, for example, the new taxation policy for 
promoting production, distribution, and circulation; and 
whether implementation of these regulations has been 
carried out in a uniform manner. 


2. On the basis of objectively reviewing and assessing the 
real situation of the finance plan in the past year, heads 
of the services under the center and chairmen of the 
administrative committees of provinces and districts 
must outline the orientation of tasks and the expecta- 
tions for socioeconomic development plans to tie in with 
the 1988 finance plans by beginning at the grass-roots 
level and moving up with the aim of promoting the 
realization of [words indistinct] plans outlined at the 
fourth party congress, building enterprises with central- 
ized goals that must be rapidly fulfilled, vigorously 
promoting production, and bringing about a thorough 
circulation of goods and money. Localities’ budget plans 
must be steadily balanced primarily on the basis of 
production, not on the basis of balancing prices. Docu- 
ments from all services and provincial administrative 
committees must be sent quickly to the Finance Ministry 
and the State Planning Committee so they will be 
collectively forwarded to the Council of Ministers for 
approval within the year of the current state plan. They 
must outline in detail the budget revenues and expendi- 
tures at their respective levels for the first quarter of 
1988 so that revenues and expenditures can be balanced 
[words indistinct]. 


In 1988, the Council of Ministers will not permit any 
services and localities to acquire bank loans for spending 
spent on budgets as in previous years. Therefore, to 
effectively control expenditures, we must strive vigor- 
ously to find revenue sources in the respective (?locali- 
ties) so as to fully control the finance strategy. 


3. Plans for the first quarter of 1988 must be submitted 
to the Council of Ministers through the finance minister 
and chairman of the State Planning Committee (?by the 
end of) 1987. 


4. All ministers, chairmen of state committees, chairmen 
of provincial administrative committees, and chairmen 
of municipal administrative committees must strictly 
implement this instruction. This instruction is in effect 
on the day it is signed. 


[Dated] Vientiane, 7 December 1987 


[Signed] Kaysone Phomvihan, chairman of the Council 
of Ministers 


Conference on Rearline Construction Policy 
BK021249 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0430 
GMT 28 Dec 87 


[Text] To provide lessons to the provinces and districts 
in the rearline mountainous and rural areas in accor- 
dance with the line outlined by the party Central Com- 
mittee so as to allow these regions to gradually catch up 
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with the plain areas in advancing toward socialism, the 
committee for guiding the building of tribal mountain- 
ous rearline areas officially held a conference to draw 
lessons from the work of building the tribal mountainous 
areas at the Lak Sao area in Khamkeut District, Bolik- 
hamsai Province, on the morning of 22 December. 
Attending the conference were Sisomphon Lovansai. 
Political Bureau member of the party Central Commit- 
tee and acting chairman of the Supreme People’s Coun- 
cil; and representatives of various ministries and services 
under the center and representatives of the four prov- 
inces and 10 districts located in Xieng Khouang, Vien- 
tiane, Bolikhamsai, and Khammouane Provinces. 


At the meeiing, the representatives assessed together the 
achievements in fulfilling the tasks of building the tribal 
mountainous rear areas in recent years in accordance 
with the line outlined by the party Central Committee 
and studied the party’s policy on this issue in the coming 
years. They also outlined a number of detailed plans, 
measures, and orientations aimed at expanding this 
work in four directions to fulfill the four objectives so 
that a new face will be gradually and steadily created for 
the tribal mountainous rearline areas. 


The conference continued for 4 days and was closed on 
24 December. At the closing ceremony, General Kham- 
tai Siphandon, Political Bureau member of the party 
Central Committee, vice chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, and national defense minister, addressed the 
conference. He hailed the success of the historic confer- 
ence and pointed out that the party’s policy in building 
the tribal mountainous rearline areas is based on the 
principle of appreciating the new thinking. He called on 
all the participants to apply the outcome of this confer- 
ence in the reality in the respective rearline areas so as to 
triumphantly translate the rearline construction policy 
into a reality. 


Briefs 


Ceremony for Cuban Experts 


A well-wishing ceremony was held here on December 30 
for Cuban experts working in Laos. The function was to 
mark the 29th anniversary of Cuban national day. 
Addressing the ceremony, Phao Bounnaphon, minister 
of transport and post, president of the Committee for 
Lao-Cuban Cooperation, and Jose Manuel Garcia 
Torres, Cuban ambassador to Laos, spoke of and praised 
the Cuban people’s tradition in the struggle against 
American imperialism and henchmen . The Cuban peo- 
ple were also praised for their contribution to the safe- 
guarding of the revolutionary fruits in the country which 
is the first socialist country in Latin America. The 
speakers also hailed the Lao-Cuban relations and coop- 
eration which are being unceasingly developed in quan- 
tity and quality. Phao Bounnaphon, on this occasion, 
highly valued the Republic of Cuba’s assistance and 
cooperation given to Laos. He particularly praised the 
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Cuban experts for the fulfillment of their proleterian 
international obligation in the Lao PDR. [Text] /}ien- 
tiane KPL in English 0914 GMT 2 Jan 88 BK] 


Twin Provinces Cooperate 


Vientiane, January 4 (KPL)}—The northern Luang Pra- 
bang Province has recently signed a protocol on com- 
mercial exchanges for 1988 with its Vietnamese twin 
province of Ha Son Binh. It is agreed that there will be 
greater promotion of goods exchange between the two 
twin provinces. According to an official record, the 
goods exchange between the two provinces considerably 
increased last year. Luang Prabang has basically supplied 
forestry and agricultural products to its Vietnamese 
counterpart. [Text] /}ientiane KPL in English 0900 
GMT 4 Jan 87 BK] 


KPL Anniversary Celebration 


KHAOSAN PATHET LAO (KPL News Agency) has 
celebrated its 20th founding anniversary (January 6, 
1968-88). Attending the celebration organized on Janu- 
ary 4-5 at the KPL head office were Thongsavat Yamani, 
vice-chairman of the State Committee for News Agency, 
Newspaper, Radio, and Television, representatives of 
local mass-media’s editorial boards and some foreign 
correspondents. On the occasion, Bounteng Vongsai, 
vice-chairman of the State Committee for News Agency, 
Newspaper, Radio and Television, and director general 
of KPL, addressed the gathering recalling the agency's 
history and development which was closely associated 
with the national revolutionary struggle. He praised KPL 
staff's constant perseverance exhibited in the past two 
decades aiming at consolidating and improving the 
information network. Bounteng Vongsai further pointed 
out the increasing exchange of information and cooper- 
ation between KPL and its socialist counterparts and 
with the pool of the non-aligned countries and OANA, 
especially with VNA (Vietnam), TASS (USSR) and SPK 
(Kampuchea). [Text] /Vientiane KPL in English 0909 
GMT 6 Jan 88 BK] 


Philippines 


U.S. Policy Toward Aquino Discussed 
HK041531 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 4 Jan 88 p 7 


[By staff member Marites Sison] 


[Text] The year 1987 was supposed to have given the 
United States the opportunity to launch a more substan- 
tive and vigorous diplomatic offensive in the Philip- 
pines. The new year, considered crucial in the light of the 
review of the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U:S. 
Military Bases Agreement (MBA) set to expire in 1991, 
could provide the United States a chance to boost its 
standing here to ensure, at least, a good prelude to the 
negotiations. 
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As it was, 1987 was a year when U:S. relations with the 
Philippines—a colony from 1898 until the country 
declared independence in 1946—took not only a sudden 
twist but a dive. It was a year when the U.S. got 
embroiled in one controversy after another. 


The first half of 1987 had actually augured well for both 
the U.S. and the Philippines. President Aquino’s trium- 
phant state visit to the U.S. in September 1986 boosted 
goodwill between the two countries. 


The Aug. 28 coup attempt by Col. Gregorio Honasan’s 
group, however, changed all that. 


At the height of the mutiny, President Ronald Reagan 
issued a statement condemning what he called the “at- 
tempted extra-constitutional action” and expressing 
America’s “unqualified support” for Mrs. Aquino. Rea- 
gan appeared to have learned his lesson—the U.S. had 
suffered a backlash when it held on to the Marcos regime 
even in its dying hours during the February 1986 revo- 
lution. 


Nich »las Platt, the new American ambassador, who had 
only been on his third day in office when the foiled 
putsch was staged, also reiterated America’s “unshake- 
able support” for Mrs. Aquino. 


Had the coup succeeded, he said, the U.S. would have 
cut off all its aid to the Philippines, based on a new U.S. 
law—Section 513 of the Foreign Assistance Appropria- 
tions Act of 1987—which reads: “None of the funds 
appropriated or otherwise made available pursuant to 
this act shall be obligated or expended to finance directly 
any assistance to any country whose duly elected head of 
government is deposed by military coup or decree.” 


This time, however, not even Platt’s assurances or Rea- 
gan’s statement were able to stem the tide of skepticism 
against U.S. policy vis-a-vis Mrs. Aquino’s | 9-month-old 
Government. 


Some middle class intellectuals who had backed Mrs. 
Aquino’s ascension to power did not believe the U.S. 
could possibly withdraw its support from even a military 
junta or from any government except one run by the 
communists. Financial or material aid could always be 
channeled through unofficial channels for a government 
that would prove loyal to U.S. interests in the Philip- 
pines, some of them said. 


Platt’s statement that the U.S. Embassy here had man- 
aged to establish contact with Honasan warning him of 
Washington's policy of withdrawing support from any 
group that would overthrow Mrs. Aquino further fuelled 
speculations not only of probable U.S. involvement in 
the coup. The U.S., some observers and government 
officials like Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus said, was 
adopting a “two-track policy” toward the Government— 
one that supported Mrs. Aquino and another that sought 
to undermine her. 
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At that time, rumors were also rife that Honasan and 
another Right-wing military officer, renegade Lt. Col. 
Reynaldo Cabauatan, were sighted separately in Clark 
Air Base, one of the U.S.” two largest bases overseas. 


The U.S. Embassy issued a denial saying it had “abso- 
lutely no information to indicate that (Cabauatan) is or 
has been in any U°S. facility” and that it was “categori- 
cally untrue that the U.S. had contact with him or 
supported his aims.” 


The straw that broke the camel's back, so to speak, was 
an expose by Col. Rene Dado last Oct. 22 that a US. 
military attache had interfered in military operations 
during the Aug. 28 coup. Dado claimed that during the 
coup attempt, assistant U.S. army attache Lt. Col. Victor 
Raphael had tried to dissuade him from using artillery 
against rebel soldiers holed up in Camp Aguinaldo. 
Raphael, it was later established, was the godfather of 
Honasan’s daughter. 


Platt had tried to make light of the expose—while 
admitting that Raphael and another attache had indeed 
been at the camp during the coup, he qualified that they 
were “just doing their job.” 


Senators, congressmen and government officials were 
not, however, amused. Speaker Ramon V. Mitra Jr. 
described the attaches as “spies” while Defense Secre- 
tary Rafael Ileto said the controversy had “soured a bit 
our relations” with the U.S. 


On Oct. 28, in what was considered a bid to defuse a 
diplomatic controversy over alleged U.S. meddling in 
Philippine affairs, the U.S. recalled its controversial 
attache. It was the first time a U.S. diplomat had been 
recalled from the Philippines, Manglapus said. 


Manglapus had hinted that the Government had 
demanded Raphael's recall, although it did not file a 
formal diplomatic protest about Raphael's behavior. 
That Raphael was just doing his job, as the embassy said 
he was, “was their (American) position, but the (mili- 
tary) report seems to indicate otherwise,” Manglapus 
said. 


The U.S. Embassy, while it announced Raphael's pull- 
out, maintained that he departed only for “leave and 
temporary duty” in the U.S. His departure, it added, was 
no reflection on his performance while serving in the 
Philippines.” [no opening quotes as published] On the 
contrary, Raphael had “compiled a distinguished record 
here, his actions have been legitimate and in the line of 
duty.’ the embassy added. 


Washington was, however. obviously shaken about the 
wedge the Raphael controversy may drive against RP- 
U.S. relations as a few days after the news broke out. 
State Undersecretary Michael Armacost blew into town 
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stressing America’s continuing support for Mrs. Aquino. 
Armacost also announced the early disbursement of $75 
million worth of economic support fund for the Philip- 
pines. 


Raphael’s recall was, however, overshadowed by the 
killings on the same day of three American servicemen 
and one naturalized American in Angeles city, near the 
sprawling Clark Air Base. 


It was the first time that Americans became open targets 
for attack here. The four ambuscades were later claimed 
by the New People’s Army (NPA), the military wing of 
the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP). 


Earlier, the NPA had threatened to liquidate American 
servicemen in retaliation for continued U.S. support to 
the Government's counterinsurgency program. 


Saying the U.S. “in general, takes all threats very seri- 
ously,” the State Department advised its military and 
civilian personnel here to observe extra precautions after 
the killings. For nearly three weeks, American service- 
men living inside Clark and Subic Naval Base were 
prohibited from going out to the streets. Off-base patrols 
were conducted by heavily armed American servicemen, 
something that drew the ire of nationalist senators and 
congressmen who called it an infringement on Philippine 
sovereignty. 


While it expressed deep concern about the killings, the 
U.S. however, said it was not going to back off or be 
intimidated. Armacost said the U.S. would not be 
deterred from continuing its economic and military 
assistance to the Philippines. “We won't be deflected 
from our purpose in protecting our interests, in support- 
ing relationships we have..." Armacost said as he 
announced the U.S. delivery of 150 military trucks and 
engineering equipment to help the AFP’s [Armed Forces 
of the Philippines] counterinsurgency drive. 


Armacost said it was “inevitable” that the U.S. would be 
accused of meddling in Philippine affairs given “the 
nature of our association and to some degree the extent 
of our support.” Platt put it nonchalantly, saying “all our 
actions have been regarded as intervention. My experi- 
ence 1s that we're damn if we do, damn if we don’t.” 


American journalists have interpreted the rash of bad 
luck the U.S. got in 1987 as an indication of a growing 
anti-American sentiment and a resurgence of national- 
ism here. 


Armacost and Platt, however, disagreed. “There are 
sensitivities on both sides. we as Americans need to be 
aware of those. But | don’t detect a groundswell of 
anti-Americanism, “Armacost said in a press conference 
shortly before he departed from Manila on Oct. 28. 
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Washington's worry about its botched image here, how 
RP-U.S. relations seem to be retrogressing, and how its 
security and economic interests were being threatened 
was evident. 


After the coup, at least four top U.S. officials visited the 
country, not only to express that America continued to 
be bullish on the Philippines but to get a feel of the 
situation here. 


On Sept. 17, Gaston Sigur, assistant secretary of state for 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs, met with Mrs. Aquino in 
Malacanang. Later in Washington he reported that the 
Philippines “has changed enormously for the better over 
the past year-and-half in ways that strengthen basic US. 
interests.” 


On Sept. 2-4, Sen. Alan Cranston, Senate majority whip 
visited the Philippines and came out with an assessment 
that there was still no alternative to Mrs. Aquino. 


On Sept. 11, the U.S. Senate unanimously passed a 
resolution expressing its support for Aquino and con- 
demning the Aug. 28 coup. The resolution noted the 
“overriding importance of defeating the communist 
insurgency by strengthening the capability and improv- 
ing the morale and living conditions of the AFP.” 


It also urged the Government to “redouble its efforts to 
address the problems of corruption within the Govern- 
ment.” 


Observers say the statement was a clear signal that the 
U.S., while expressing unqualified support, wanted Mrs. 
Aquino to take a tougher stance against the communists 
and to accommodate the demands raised by mutinous 
troops. 


Cranston aso broached the idea of coming up with 
Marshall Plan for Manila—‘‘a sustainable, multilateral 
commitment of resources to promote Philippine military 
security, economic development and political freedom.” 


The Aquino Government must not fail, Cranston 
stressed, for “U.S. interest in the outcome 1s very great.” 
He added, “if Philipine democracy should fail at this 
stage of its development, great harm would be inflicted 
upon the tide of democratic reform sweeping the region 
today.” 


Moreover, he added, “should coups and insurgency 
become the order of the day for a close U.S. ally tn the 
Pacific, the nations of that region will inevitably ques- 
tion the value of further democratization and close ties 
with the West.” 


But the most important of all, Cranston indicated in a 
statement delivered last Oct. 8 at a subcommittee hear- 
ing on the Philippines, was that “our military facilities at 
Clark and Subic are crucial to a forward deployed 
Strategy in the Western Pacific.” The cost of relocating 
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the bases, “should the situation in the Philippines dete- 
riorate, could be as high as $1 million, [as published] 
possibly much more,” he added. 


On Nov. 30, Admiral Ronald Hays, commander-in-chief 
of the U.S. Pacific Command, visited the Philippines 
and again sought to dispel rumors of the alleged two- 
track policy of the US. 


“There is only one American policy for the Philippines. 
It is the president’s policy and it calls for unwavering 
support of President Aquino and the democratic process 
she represents,” Hays said. 


Earlier, on Oct. 29, Armacost had stressed there was 
“undivided support within the reagan administration for 
a policy of supporting Aquino.” “There is no difference 
in the view of the state department, the defense depart- 
ment, the agenices, the national security staff,” Arma- 
cost said. 


Predictably, Hays expressed the U.S. interest in main- 
taining its bases here saying “we think that our contin- 
ued access to Subic and Clark beyond 1991 serves our 
respective national interests.” 


He also expressed optimism that “an arrangement that 
satisfies the needs” of the Philippines and the U.S. will 
be arrived at in the upcoming MBA review. 


Observers have noted that while the U.S. says the visits 
of its officials here are intended to show support for Mrs. 
Aquino, they are actually intended to gauge, this early. 
what impediments there are to the chances of America 
retaining its presence here beyond 1991. 


Apart from the visits of U.S. officials to Manila, Platt 
himself has been making the rounds of various cities in 
the country, stressing the importance of American pres- 
ence here. In his visit to Davao and Zamboanga, Platt for 
instance, spoke of how American multinationals are 
supposedly essential to the country’s economic recovery 


program. 


Aquino Ir ‘2nds To Visit China in 1988 
HK061209 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1159 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 6 (AFP)}—President Corazon Aquino 
intends to travel abroad this year after settling key 
domestic problems and would probably start with a trip 
to China, her official spokesman said Wednesday. 


Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno told reporters that 
Mrs. Aquino, descendant of a Chinese immigrant, has 
“very serious intentions of visiting China this year. As to 
what month has not been talked about.” 
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Philippine officials earlier Wednesday confirmed that 
Beijing had expressed concern over a requirement that 
every Chinese visitor pay a 100.000-peso (4.010-dollar) 
guarantee to enter the Philippines. 


A Philippine foreign department spokesman said 
Wednesday that while there had been no diplomatic 
protests over the bond requirement imposed last month, 
the Chinese embassy had “indicated in so many ways 
that they are not in favor.” 


Chinese embassy officials were not immediately avail- 
able for comment. 


Beijing had protested a visit by Vice President Salvador 
Laurel last year to Taiwan, saying it was a violation of 
Manila’s “one-China” policy. 


Mrs. Aquino later had to make a public apology after 
presidential palace press release had identified Taiwan 
businessmen who made a courtesy call as from the 
“Republic of China.” 


Mr. Benigno said 1987 was “exciting” for the nearly 
two-year-old Aquino government and “the President 1s 
looking forward to a more peaceful, more progressive 
and more prosperous 1988.” 


Murder Trial Witness Questioning Continues 
HK061007 Hong Kong AFP in English 
0939 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 6 (AFP)}—A key witness who testified 
that a soldier murdered opposition leader Benigno 
Aquino four years ago stood fast in court here Wednes- 
day as he was cross-examined by defense lawyers for a 
second day. 


Meanwhile a dismissed colonel, Rolando Abadilla, told a 
news conference at the army base where he has been held 
in isolation since July Wednesday that allegations link- 
ing him to the assassination were “baloney.” 


Jessie Barcelona, an airline mechanic, showed signs of 
strain on the witness stand but stood by his testimony 
Monday that a soldier fired the shot that killed President 
Corazon Aquino’s husband at Manila airport on August 
21, 1983. 


Mr. Barcelona, 30, faltered occasionally Wednesday and 
repeatedly answered “I don’t remember” as the defense 
fired questions about details outside the killing im an 
apparent effort to show his memory was faulty. 


“He's nothing. He has amnesia. He has a selective 
memory,” chief defense lawyer Rodolfo Jimenez told 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE during a hearing break. 


He said he would question Mr. Barcelona on the killing 
itself when the trial resumes on Monday. 
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Mr. Barcelona said Monday he saw Mr. Abadilla on the 
tarmac minutes before the killing talking to an ex- 
convict who was later slain and named as Mr. Aquino’s 
killer by military men now on trial for the crime. 


Mr. Barcelona was the first prosecution witness to testify 
at the current trial. A total of 40 people, a!l but four of 
them military men, were charged with the murder but 
three of the accused have fled the country. 


The assassination sparged a politicallcrisis that culmi- 
nated in a February 1986 revolt that forced President 
Ferdinand Marcos to flee to Hawaii. 


Among those who left with him was his right-hand man, 
General Fabian Ver, the main accused in the Aquino 
murder. 


Mr. Barcelona told the court Wednesday that he sought 
government protection last December after deciding to 
testify for fear of being killed. He stood by a sworn 
statement he signed at the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (NBI) office last month saying a soldier shot Mr. 
Aquino. 


Chief prosecutor Raul Gonzales told reporters that other 
prospective witnesses had refused to testify because they 
were scared of retaliation from Mr. Marcos and his allies, 
or his return to power. 


“Everytime there is a coup attempt the witnesses disap- 
pear,” he said. 


Mr. Gonzales said that with Mr. Barcelona's testimony, 
he already had enough evidence to secure a conviction 
but would present about eight more witnesses, including 
two who also saw the shooting. 


Mr. Abadilla, a former secret police chief, denied any 
role in the crime after prosecutors said they were study- 
ing whether to add his name to the 40 people nowlac- 
cused of thelmurder. 


Mr. Abadilla was dismissed from the service for allegedly 
leading three coup attempts to restore Mr. Marcos’s 
20-year regime. 


A 1985 trial of the Aquino murder ended in acquittals, 
but the Supreme Court nullified the verdict last year. 
saying Mr. Marcos had manipulated the proceedings. 


Mr. Barcelona said a soldier in khaki uniform shot Mr. 
Aquino on an airline stairway as he returned from three 
years of self-imposed exile in the United States to mount 
a challenge to his arch rival Mr. Marcos. 


The defense says Rolando Galman, an ex-convict hired 
by communist insurgents, shot Mr. Aquino on the tar- 
mac before troops guarding the politician shot him dead. 
but the prosecution says Mr. Galman was just a scape- 
goat. 
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‘Diplomatic Offensive’ Launched Against VI NLF 
BK060352 Manila PNA in English 0310 GM1 
6 Jan 88 


{Text} Manila, Jan 6 (PNA-OANA)—The Philippines is 
launching a diplomatic offensive abroad to counter the 
propaganda efforts of the secessionist Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) which ts trying to gain entry 
into the powerful 45-member Organization of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC), defense chief Rafael Ieto said 
on Tuesday. 


Ileto also laughed off reported plans by the MNLF to 
stage bombing attacks in Metro Manila and Cebu City 
within this month. 


He reminded the planned attacks would be extremely 
unpopular and that the military is ready to meet any 
contingency that may arise from such attacks. 


The MNLF is trying to gain entry into the OIC but, Ileto 
said, the government would launch it own diplomatic 
offensive abroad by advising foreign governments that 
the Philippines 1s doing everything to alleviate the living 
conditions of the Moslems which constitute ten percent 
of the entire population. 


“I don’t think foreign governments would support any 
move by the MNLF.” Ileto said, adding that peace and 
order in 1988 would be bright for the country. 


MNLF Weapons Smuggling Reported Foiled 
BK060610 Manila PNA in English 0556 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Zamboanga City, Philippines, Jan 6(PNA- 
OANA} —Philippine and Malaysian security forces 
foiled over the weekend an attempt to smuggle into the 
south high-powered guns and ammunition for the seces- 
sionist Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), 
reports here said Wednesday. 


A barter trader who requested anonymity said patrol 
boats of the Philippine and Malaysian Navy intercepted 
the shipment consisting of Soviet and Israeli-made 
weapons in the high seas, 510 kilometers west of this port 
city. 


The joint operation is the first of such kind between 
Malaysian and Philippine security forces since both 
countries agreed on a “bilateral arrangement” to check 
the flow of arms from the Maiaysian state of North 
Borneo to MNLF rebels in Mindanao Island during the 
Dec |4-15 summit of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. 


The two countries are set to formally sign a border patrol 
agreement pending the settlemment of the Philippine claim 
to Sabah, an issue that has been a major irritant in 
diplomatic relations between the Philippines and Malaysia. 
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The interception of the arms shipment followed military 
reports that MNLF separatist rebels are planning a big 
offensive in the south to gain membership in the Orga- 
nization of Islamic Conference. 


Accovding to military reports, the offensive has been set 
for March when the OIC meets to take up the MNLF’s 
application for regular membership in the international 
Muslim body. 


Maj Gen Cesar Tapia, Southern Command chief, 
declined comment on reports about “unusual’”» MNLF 
activity in the south but said the government “has drawn 
up contingency plans to scuttle the rebel plan.” 


The MNLF under Nur Misuari and other Muslim rebel 
factions have been struggling to establish an independent 
Moro homeland in Mindanao and nearby southern 
islands. The 16-year-old Muslim separatist rebellion in 
the south has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives. 


MNLF ‘Death Squad’ Said in Manila, Cebu 
HK051503 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] Southern Command chief Brigadier General 
Cesar Tapia has revealed that members of the MNLF’s 
death squad are in Manila and Cebu. Here are the details 
from Mr Edwin Fernandez of DXMS, Cotabato City: 


[Begin recording] Members of the MNLF’s death squad 
are now in Manila and Cebu. Southern Command chief 
Brigadier General Cesar Tapia went to AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] headquarters to personally 
give the report. Tapia said he has received an intelligence 
report saying members of the death squad and newly 
trained MNLF fighters are in the two biggest cities of the 
country to sow confusion and attract the attention of the 
Organization of Islamic Conference [OIC], which is due 
to hold a summit in March. Tapia added that the MNLF 
wants support from the OIC in its fight to attain Min- 
danao autonomy. The death squad will raid major gov- 
ernment installations and carry out assassinations of key 
government officials. The attackers are only waiting for a 
go signal from their chairman Nur Misuari, who is 
presently out of the country. General Tapia also revealed 
that the MNLF has recently received shipments of 
Czech-made AK-47 and AK-53 assault rifles, including 
Soviet-made grenades and explosives. But he did not say 
how the ammunition entered the country. He said he will 
ask General Fidel Ramos to return the marine brigades 
and four Army battalions he sent to Manila at the peak of 
the 28 August coup. They need them badly in Mindanao, 
adding that the MNLF has recently recruited 3,000 men, 
who have just ended their training in 95 Mindanao 
training grounds. [end recording] 
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Muslim Rebels Kill Lanao Army Officer 
HK060243 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 6 Jan 88 


{Text} Muslim guerrillas killed an Army officer in Lanao 
del Sur, after which pursuing soldiers caught up with the 
fleeing rebels and killed the leader of the group. The 
military report said Munawara Ampun, a leader of the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front, and 9 others killed 
Sergeant Romualdo Darfugo in an ambush the other day 
on a highway near Marawi, Lanao del Sur. 


Meanwhile a militiaman killed himself and two others 
Monday when he pulled the pin from a grenade during a 
drinking spree in Baroy village near Marawi. Major 
Bartolome Bagare said the militiaman was depressed 
over a family conflict and apparently committed suicide. 


Constable Killed Near Subic Naval Base 
HK060213 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT SJan 88 


[Text] In Zambales, a suspected communist guerrilla 
killed a Constabulary soldier on Monday on board a 
public vehicle near the U.S. naval base at Subic Bay. He 
was later killed by pursuing troops. The report said Jun 
Espiritu shot Constable Willy Abundo who was seated 
beside him and fled with two companions toward a 
wooded area in Manganbaka village in Zambales. The 
three men then hid in a house and held a pregnant 
woman hostage. The woman later escaped unharmed 
and the troops who had surrounded the area shot Espi- 
ritu dead and captured his companions. 


Further on Killing 
HK060456 Hong Kong AFP in English 
0451 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 6 (AFP) —Suspected communist 
guerrillas shot dead a Filipino constable outside a U.S. 
military base northwest of here, police in nearby 
Olongapo City said Wednesday. 


Paramilitary constable Willie Abundo was believed to 
have been shot dead by one of three men aboard a bus 
passing by the Subic naval base Monday, a police spokes- 
man told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE by telephone. 


The suspects jumped off the bus and were pursued by 
local police. Two were captured including the alleged 
murderer, while the third escaped, he added. 


The spokesman said it appeared to be the first time the 
New People’s Army (NPA) had mounted an operation in 
the vicinity of Subic, one of two major U.S. military 
facilities in this former U.S. colony. 


NPA rebels shot dead two U.S. servicemen, an American 
civilian and a Filipino outside the U.S. Clark Air Base in 
nearby Pampanga province in October. 
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The communist leadership later warned it would kill 
Americans involved in President Corazon Aquino’s anti- 
insurgency offensive. 


Aquino Administration Accused of Fund Misuse 
HK051457 Hong Kong AFP in English 1356 GMT 
5 Jan 87 


[Text] Manila, Jan 5 (AFP)}—A right-wing opposition 
group Tuesday accused Mrs. Aquino’s administration of 
using government funds in campaigning for its candi- 
dates. 


Francisco Tatad, chairman of the Grand Alliance for 
Democracy, told a news conference the administration's 
candidates were making “uninhibited use of government 
resources” such as money earned by state-run casinos or 
earmarked for public works. 


He also accused Mrs. Aquino and Vice President Salva- 
dor Laurel of creating “political dynasties” through 
relatives running in the polls. 


Meanwhile the PDP-Laban [Pilipino Democratic Party- 
Lakas ng Bayan—Nation’s Strength], one of three parties 
making up Mrs. Aquino’s ruling coalition, was divided 
over a dominant faction’s practice of recruiting former 
Marcos followers, Senator Aquilino Pimentel, a party 
leader, said Tuesday. 


“The policy of indiscriminate acceptance of Marcos 
henchmen into the fold of the PDP-Laban is being met 
with criticisms all over the land,” Mr. Pimentel told 
reporters. 


“We believe that the administration is losing its golden 
opportunity to restructure politics and develop a new 
breed of politicians rather than relying upon the aid of 
traditional politicians, whose claim to acceptability ts 
their ability to win,” he added. 


He refused to identify the author of the party’s policy, 
but party sources point to party chief Jose Cojuangco, a 
member of the House of Representatives and younger 
brother of President Aquino. 


Mr. Marcos fled into exile in Hawaii following a popular 
revolt which swept Mrs. Aquino to power in February 
1986. Some of his staunchest followers have struck 
tactical alliances with pro-Aquino parties, including 
those in the Marcos home region of Ilocos. 


Local Election ‘Quick Counts’ Planned 
HK060927 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Namfrel [National Citizens’ Movement for Free 
Elections] will carry out its operations quick count on a 
case-to-case basis. This was declared by Namfrel 
National Chairman Jose Ferio, in reply to queries on 
whether or not Namfrel will have an operations quick 
count. 
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[Begin Feria recording} Not on a national level, but on a 
local level—depending on the chapter, whether it 1s 
needed. But it will not be on a national level because this 
is a local election. We will still meet to discuss whether 
there will be a quick count in Metro Manila. I have just 
received a letter from Bishop Raval, who is the Abra 
provincial chairman. The agreement there among the 
candidates is to have a quick count because it 1s needed 
there. That’s an example of a case-to-case basis where a 
local quick count will be conducted. [end recording] 


Feria added that at present Namfrel is undertaking 
information campaigns to help voters get acquainted 
with their candidates. 


Comelec Places Four More Areas Under Control 
HK060257 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 5 Jan 88 


[Text] The Commission on Elections yesterday (5 Janu- 
ary] placed under its control 4 more areas in view of the 
prevailing political tension and abnormal peace-and- 
order situations there. Comelec operations chief Vicente 
Geroche identified the areas as the Provinces of North- 
ern Samar, Eastern Samar, Danao City in Cebu, and 
Magallanes town in Cavite. Geroche said they will be 
under the close supervision of the Comelec and the 
military when the election takes place on January 18. 
Earlier, the poll body postponed the scheduled January 
18 local poll in the five Muslim-dominated Provinces of 
Sulu, Tawi-Tawi, Lanao del Sur, Lanao del Norte, Mag- 
uindanao, and the cities of Marawi, Iligan, and Cotabato 
in Mindanao. The Comelec has rescheduled the local 
poll in these areas to a later date due to the questionable 
peace-and-order situation as well as the proliferation of 
loose firearms in those areas. 


Ileto Blames Violence on Politicians, NPA 
BK060340 Manila PNA in English 0325 GMT 
6 Jan 88 


[Text] Manila, Jan 6 (PNA-OANA)—Philippine Defense 
chief Rafael Ileto has blamed politicians and commu- 
nists for the violence-marred election campaign of local 
officials. 


Ileto told a press conference Tuesday that 50 percent of 
election-reiated violence was committed by the outlawed 
New People’s Army (NPA) and the other 50 percent by 
politicians. 


“Politicians have a lot of influence in the conduct of the 
elections,’ he said. The election is scheduled Jan 18. 


He pointed out that the NPA is out to create trouble in 
areas where their candidates are weak. He did not 
mention the candidates considered by the military as 
left-leaning, but said the defense department is aware 
who among the candidates are being openly supported 
by the communists. 
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As of 5 Jan, 77 people, including 24 candidates, have 
been killed in election-related incidents since | Dec last 
year. 


Local Elections Death Toll Now Up to 34 
HK051341 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1253 GMT 5 Jan 87 


[Text] Manila, Jan 5 (AFP)}—Another three people have 
been killed in the campaign for the January 18 local 
elections, bringing the death toll since campaigning 
began on December | to at least 34, officials said here 
Tuesday. 


Mayoral candidate Rustico Ilagan was killed along with 
a bystander Monday when he was attacked by two 
unknown gunmen as he campaigned in the southern 
town of Nabuntoran, the government’s Commission on 
Elections (Comelec) said. 


A policeman was wounded in the attack, a Comelec 
official told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE in the nearby 
city of Davao. 


Mr. Ilagan, a lawyer, was a former mayor and ally of 
deposed president Ferdinand Marcos who was recently 
recruited into President Corazon Aquino’s ruling coali- 
tion, the official added. 


Vice mayoral candidate Ernesto Legarce was kidnapped 
by communist New People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas on 
December 31 while campaigning in the central island of 
Samar, military spokesman said here. 


His body was found two days later with several gunshot 
and stab wounds, they said. 


Twenty administration and opposition candidates have 
been killed in the run-up to the January 18 polls and at 
least nine have been kidnapped, mostly by NPA rebels in 
the north. The other victims have been mainly cam- 
paigners. 


Rebels Kill Gamay Town Mayoral Candidate 
HK061045 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1024 GMT 6 Jan 88 


[Text] Catarman, Philippines, Jan 6 (AFP)}—Communist 
guerrillas Wednesday executed another candidate for 
mayor in the central Philippines, bringing the national 
death toll in campaigning for local elections to at least 
35, police said. 


Nicolas Doxi, candidate for mayor of Gamay town, was 
waylaid by some 30 armed New People’s Army (NPA) 
members while he was campaigning with candidates for 
the town council. He was separated from his companions 
before being shot, they added. 
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Other candidates ce aplained to military authorities that 
the communist New People’s Army (NPA) was demand- 
ing 100,000 pesos (4,810 dollars) from each administra- 
tion mayoral aspirant to avoid being harmed. 


Two administration candidates for mayor in this central 
Philippine province of Northern Samar have been killed 
by the NPA, which has been entrenched in the local 
hinterland since the 1970's. 


Unofficial estimates of the nationwide death toll ahead 
of January 18 elections for provincial, city and town 
officials across the country have reached 58, but it is 
sometimes difficult to ascertain whether a killing is 
election-related. 


More than a dozen candidates have been kidnapped by 
the NPA, mostly in northern Luzon since the campaign 
began December |. Some have been freed. 


The NPA is the 23,000-strong guerilla force of the 
banned communist party. 


Manila’s Evening Star newspaper said in an editorial 
Wednesday that the killings were “part of a calculated 
ploy by the communists to sabotage the political exer- 
cise” and to “project the ubiquitous presence” of the 
NPA. 


Polling has been postponed in several areas because of 
the violence. 


The NPA,in a statement released to the Manila press 
Wednesday, said that the violent run-up to the elections 
was “putting to (the) test the claim of this government 
that election is the civilized and non-violent way of 
achieving one’s political aims.” 


The NPA statement also denied military charges that 
they were involved with certain politicians vying for 
election, saying such reports were the military’s way of 
“trying very hard to wash its hands of its failure of 
keeping the elections free of violence.” 


The statement also said that the insurgents were focusing 
all their efforts at organizing and “building our guerrilla 
bases as we strive to establish our provisional revolution- 
ary government in the areas under our control.” 


The central island of Samar, where many of the electoral 
killings have occured, is regarded by the military as an 
NPA stronghold where they are planning to set up a 
shadow government. 


Davao Mayoral Candidate, Bystander Killed 
HK060245 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT SJan 88 


[Text] Lakas ng Bansa [Nation's Power] mayoral candi- 
date Zosimo Bugas [name as heard] and a bystander, 
Jose Albior, were gunned down by 2 suspected NPA 
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rebels the other day in Nabunturan town, Tagum, Davao 
del Norte. A policeman and 4 other candidates were 
wounded during a political rally at the Nabunturan 
public market. An initial police investigation disclosed 
that Bugas suffered 3 bullet wounds, 2 in the head and 
one in the back. The wounded policeman was identified 
as PFC [Private Ist Class] Salvador Kapuyan of the 
Nabunturan police station. The four candidates for pro- 
vincial board members who suffered minor injuries in 
the ensuing stampede were Billy Bondok, Ismael Salo- 
bre, Virgilio Boyser and Charles Suelto. 


Armed Forces Shake-Up Expected This Year 
HK060923 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMG 6 Jan 88 


[Text] The impending compulsory retirement of all 
members of the Philippine Military Academy’s [PMA] 
Class of 1957 is expected to cause a major shake-up in 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines [AFP] after April 
this year. Members of PMA’s Class of 1957 are consid- 
ered the military’s ruling class because most of them hold 
key positions in the AFP’s high command. The compul- 
sory retirement of these officials is spelled out in the new 
constitution, which strictly prohibits the extension of 
terms of service. The constitution stipulates that military 
officers must retire when they reach 66 years of age or 
after having served for 30 years. Those due to retire are 
PC Lieutenant General Renato de Villa, Army Major 
General Restituto Padilla, Navy Rear Admiral Tagum- 
pay Jardiniano, Deputy Chief of Staff Major General 
Eduardo Ermita, and AFP Southern Command Major 
General Cesar Tapia. 


Aquino Answers Listeners’ Questions 


HK040807 [Editorial Report] Quezon City Radyo ng 
Bayan in Tagalog at 1300 GMT on 3 January carries a 
50-minute live program entitled ‘‘Magtanong sa 
Pangulo” [“‘Meet the President] in which President 
Corazon Aquino answers listeners’ questions. Slantlines 
denote passages in English 


The first caller asks what benefit was derived from the 
recently concluded ASEAN summit. The president more 
or less repeats what she said in her 20 December “*Mag- 
tanong sa Pangulo” program, citing the fact that the 
heads of state had a chance to talk with each other, 
especially on matters dealing with economic coopera- 
tion. She stresses the importance of ensuring peace and 
Stability in each member country as well as in the region 
as a whole. 


A listener from Pampanga says people had expected 
graft, corruption, and inefficiency in government to have 
gone out with the past regime, but she says people are 
losing faith in the present one because those evils are still 
very much around. President Aquino says: “This is a 
very weighty problem for us. Among the things we have 
done is to ask the public works secretary to present a list 
of government projects to all governors and mayors, and 
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the governors and mayors have been asked to publicize 
all their projects and the funds allocated for these /’’so 
that the people themselves will know what the govern- 
ment has allotted for 1987.°*/ She pledges to ensure that 
all projects are monitored, but she says graft was in 
existence long before she became president, and appeals 
for concerned citizens to help the government eradicate 
this problem. 


The director of the Cebu Chamber of Commerce says he 
and his colleagues would like the president to clearly 
spell out her policies on business so they may act 
accordingly. The president says her speech last month 
before a businessmen’s conference covered most of the 
major concerns dealing with business. She said that in 
that speech she outlined the government's economic 
plan and political direction as well as her relationship 
with the military. She said she also addressed issues 
concerning insurgency, labor unrest, and the country’s 
foreign debt. She says the government will privatize 
industries and will not interfere with the private sector. 
She urges the questioner to read her speech which 
addresses all these major issues. 


An announcer from DYRG in Kalibo, Aklan, points out 
that foreign aid from the United States and other coun- 
tries always has strings attached. He says U.S. helicop- 
ters have proved to be defective and he asks the presi- 
dent for her comments on this. President Aquino says: 
/“There are two classifications of foreign assistance./ 
The first is what is known as concessional loans, and the 
other is grant assistance. This latter is something we 
cannot choose. But we can specify conditions for conces- 
sional loans because these are loans for which we pay. As 
for purchasing equipment and machinery, we always 
have to look for bargains because the government has to 
look after the people’s welfare.” In effect, she says that 
beggars cannot be choosers. 


A Leyte fish vendor asks why the agrarian reform pro- 
gram has not been implemented. The president replies 
that the program will soon parcel out public lands as well 
as property sequestered from Marcos and his cronies. 
She explains the delay is because the issue is still being 
thrashed out in congress to set priorities and retention 
limits. 


A visiting balikbayan [Filipino residing abroad] asks 
what the government is doing about speeding up mech- 
anization in agriculture and the disposal of non-perform- 
ing government assets. The president says preparations 
are being made for the distribution of foreclosed agricul- 
tural land, especially in Negros. As for mechanization, 
she says: /““The problem here in the Philippines is that 
we have severe unemployment problems, so the answer 
to this is not in the mechanization of farming but rather 
to give our farmers the land so that they can work on 
these lands so that they will be able to earn enough for 
their families. So while it would perhaps be more effi- 
cient to have mechanized farming, this would need 
tremendous capital and we are not in a position to invest 
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in equipment like tractors to the extent to which you are 
thinking. Rather, what is needed is to make available to 
the farmers these lands and to help them farm them and 
earn more by giving them the necessary input, such as 
lending them enough money so that they can buy fertil- 
izers and pesticides in order to produce and earn more./” 
She says all these plans take time but the government is 
doing its best to implement them. 


A caller from Mindanao asks about the progress of talks 
on autonomy for the Muslim states, and Mrs Aquino 
SayS government negotiator Alfredo Bengson is carrying 
Out dialogues with various sectors in Mindanao on this 
issue. 


The president ends the program by repeating her New 
Year’s message to the country. 


Group Urges U.S. Protectorate Status 
HK041201 Quezon City MALAYA (Sunday Magazine) 
in English 27 Dec 87 pp 6, 7 


[Paid advertisement—“The Only Remedy to All Our 
People’s Problems—Movement for U.S. Protectorate 
treaty”’] 


[Text] A Nation Hemorrhaging [subhead] 


Who can ever deny the gravity of our predicament? The 
recent rightwing putsch that for the first time spilled an 
enormous amount of blood has expressed in the most 
vivid tone yet the uncertainty of our situation. Our 
economy is still in the pits and certainly recovery has 
been set back indefinitely by the August 28 incident. The 
result is a deepening poverty exacerbated by continuing 
social unrest and break-down of peace and order. 


In the meantime, the emboldened forces of insurgency 
and secession have continued to pick up bigger gains as 
a result of the apparently irreparable schism in the 
military establishment. Then, even the full restoration of 
institutional democracy, completed with the convening 
of the country’s first elected representative Congress, 
seems to be failing in the wake of the disharmony 
everywhere and despite the new government’s noble 
effort to lay down a populist democratic state. The 
bottomline of all these is a nation hemorrhaging, and 
about to self-destruct. 


What Is Really Wrong With Us? [subhead] 


Why are we Filipinos in this rut? Did Marcos really — 


cause all our miseries? Why have we lagged behind our 
Asian neighbors in the race for development when we 
used to show the way as the most economically progres- 
sive country in the region a few years ago? Could it be 
plain and simple mis-government or the undoings of our 
insincere politicians whose motives were other than to 
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serve the interest of the country and show material greed 
and lust for power brought “a government run like hell 
by Filipinos rather than one run like heaven by Ameri- 
cans?” 


To answer these questions, we need to look beyond 
Marcos and examine the track records of other past 
regimes so we may find out where we blundered. With- 
Out any intention of maligning or casting aspersion on 
anyone, we offer the following chronology and analysis 
of acutely disagreeable decisions made by our leaders 
and government. 


President Emilio Aguinaldo allegedly ordered the May 
10, 1897 execution of Andres Bonifacio, founder of the 
Katipunan [Pambansang Katipunan ng Manggagawang 
Pilipino—National Union of Philippine Workers] on 
charges of treason. Eight months later on December 15, 
1897, Aguinaldo surrendered the revolution initiated by 
Bonifacio to Spanish governor Primo de Rivera for a 
total indemnity of P1,700,000. The partial sum of 
P400,000 was allegedly received by Pres Aguinaldo when 
he and a party of 28 left for Hong Kong on December 27, 
1897. 


Only P200,000 of the balance of P1,300,000 was pa)». 
the Spanish government. What did Bonifacio die for? 
Did the revolution of 1896 really unify the Filipinos? 
Was there a betrayal of Bonifacio? Who was guilty of 
treason? 


President Manuel L. Quezon, then a senator, led the 
Filipinos and the Legislature in vigorously opposing the 
free trade relations between the U.S. and the Philippines 
imposed by the U.S. Congress under the Payne-Aldrich 
and Underwood-Simons Acts. Considering that free 
trade relations were allegedly beneficial to the Philippine 
economy, was there justification and nationalism in 
their action? Did President Quezon, then a senator, 
consider what was best for his country and his country- 
men when he convinced the U.S. Congress to pass the 
Tydings-McDuffie Law which effectively deprived Fili- 
pinos of their status as U.S. nationals upon the effectiv- 
ity of the Philippine Independence of July 4, 1946? 
Having travelled to the U.S. a number of times, and 
having seen the fast development of the Philippines 
during the American rule, was he not impressed that the 
U.S. was a better Motherland than Spain? That we were 
better off under the U.S.? 


President Manuel Roxas knew fully well that the Philip- 
pines suffered not only huge losses in life and property 
estimated at $8.07 billion but also a devastated economy 
during World War II. President Roxas must have been 
fully aware also of the helplessness and vulnerability of 
the Philippines against foreign aggression after the Lib- 
eration. Yet, it seems he accepted the turnover of the 
Philippine Government on July 4, 1946 without any 
official protest. In his speech, the U.S. High Commis- 
sioner Paul V. McNutt stated during the ceremony that 
“the U.S. had discharged a titanic obligation ...” In 
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retrospect, the Philippine government could have, at 
least, asked the U.S. to postpone the granting of the 
Philippine Independence until such time that the coun- 
try had fully recovered from the ravages of war, recouped 
its economy properly and amply recovered itself, its 
defenses against any foreign aggression. 


The serious doubts expressed by Dr. Jose Rizal about his 
countrymen in “El Filibusterismo,” “Why independence 
if the slaves of today wil! be tyrants of tomorrow?”, and 
the rhetorics historians attributed to Pres. Quezon, “a 
government run like hell by Filipinos rather than a 
government run like heaven by Americans,” became 
realities immediately from the very first Filipino-run 
government of President Roxas when it was wracked by 
the War Surplus Property Scandal, the School Supplies 
Scandal, and the Communist Huk [Hukbong Mapagpa- 
laya ng Bayan—Freedom Fighters of the Nation] move- 
ment. 


President Quirino’s election in November 9, 1949 was 
declared by political observers as the “dirtiest and blood- 
iest election” in the Philippine political annals. During 
the Quirino administration, social unrest spawned the 
Communist movement which gained formidable 
Strength. 


The Marcos Administration (1965-1985) is known to 
political observers and is marked by the following 
events: 


1. Proclamation of Martial Law, September 21, 1972 
under Proclamation No. 1081. 


2. Changed of 1935 Constitution of the Philippines with 
the 1973 Constitution. 


3. On the evening of August 21, 1971, the filthy hands of 
politics threw two hand grenades during a political rally 
killing 8 persons and injuring 120, decimating the ranks 
of the opposition Liberal Party. 


4. Again, exactly 12 years later on August 21, 1983 the 
dirty finger of politics pulled the trigger that ended the 
life of our beloved hero, the late Senator Benigno 
Aquino, who, ironically, used the alias Bonifacio in 
coming back to his homeland. 


The Real Picture [subhead] 


From these fragments of recorded events of Philippine 
history and the present very visible problems of poverty, 
insurgency, secesson movements, widespread lawless- 
ness, rampant graft and corruption, coup d'etat, etc., we 
can only conclude that the Philippines was never ready 
for self-government and did not deserve its indepen- 
dence on July 4, 1946. And, no matter how sincere and 
extremely popular President Cory Aquino is, people are 
not confident that the Philippine government will have 
the ability to solve, even in the very long term, the 
myriad, convoluted problems of the country. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The serious, complex, and titanic problems of the Phil- 
ippines urgently need to be addressed now otherwise our 
country and our people would suffer the same holocaust 
suffered by the people of Vietnam and Kampuchea. We 
must find immediate and long lasting solutions to all 
these problems. And the only solution would be eco- 
nomic resuscitation—the infusion of massive capital 
into the country to generate income for the 40 million 
living in poverty, and the establishment of an adequate 
budget for defense and national security and to ensure 
lasting peace and order. 


How Much Is Needed [subhead] 


Forty million Filipinos are reportedly living below the 
poverty line of P7 income per day. Let us assume that 
P20 additional income per day would be sufficient 
subsistence for each of them. Therefore, an additional 
income of P292 billion has to be generated per year. Let 
us assume this P292 billion represents 40 per cent 
interest or business. Therefore, the capital needed to 
generate the amount of P292 billion would be P703 
billion equivalent to U.S. $35.8 billion. The National 
Security and Defense Budget needed to adequately equip 
our military and law enforcing agencies to be able to 
maintain peace and order throughout the land is likewise 
massive and need not be represented here. 


Who Can We turn To? [subhead] 


The massive capital for our needy people and the 
Defense budget urgently needed by the Philippines can- 
not be satisfied even on a long term, by the doleouts or 
additional loans from countries sympathetic to the Phil- 
ippines. The only possible source of these amounts 
would be the United States of America, our former 
Motherland. And she is the only country who has the 
incentive to help us mainly because of our mutual 
national security interest; the Philippines strategic loca- 
tion; and the importance of U.S. military bases in this 
part of the world. With our long and close historical ties, 
our mutual national security interests, and huge 
resources of America, it becomes logical and practical to 
seek the help of the United States of America through a 
permanent shelter of national stability by that fiat of a 
Protectorate Treaty. 


History of “Favors” [subhead] 


America has helped us before and will not deny us their 
help now in our darkest hour of need. After all, it was the 
U.S. who delivered the Philippines from almost 400 
years of Spanish Rule; it was the U.S. who helped 
establish our democratic form of government; it was the 
U.S. who set up our educational system, giving the 
Filipinos a good headstart in learning English ahead of 
other Asian countries, the University of the Philippines 
the fountainhead of our academe, was established by the 
U.S.; it was the U.S. who liberated the Philippines from 
the Japanese invaders during World War II, making 
good the solemn promise of General McArthur, “I Shall 
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Return” the only hope of the Filipino people during the 
darkest days of the Japanese Occupation; it was the U.S. 
who gave the Philippines its independence on July 4, 
1946; it was the U.S. who convinced Marcos to hold 
Snap Elections; it was the U.S. who prevailed on the 
dictator to “cut now and cut clean,” preventing a possi- 
ble carnage at EDSA [Epifanio de los Santos Avenue]; it 
was the U.S. who virtually physically removed Mr 
Marcos, his family and his cohorts from Malacanang; it 
is the U.S. that is now the permanent home for hundreds 
of thousands of lucky, fortunate Filipino families; in fact 
our President Cory Aquino considers the U.S. as her 
second home. Although America is a World Super Pow- 
er, the Americans are highly principled people and will 
not lift a finger to help us unless we, as a people 
collectively ask for their valued assistance through a 
Protectorate Treaty, through our congress. 


The Objective of MUST [subhead] 


The proposed Protectorate Treaty with the United States 
need to be drafted and approved by the Philippine 
congress and need to be presented to the Filipinos for 
their ratification in a plebiscite. Upon its ratification, the 
Protectorate Treaty shall be presented to the U.S. Con- 
gress for their consideration. 


A Protectorate is an independent but weak country like 
the Philippines whose complete independence shall be 
limited only by the control of another country that is 
politically and economically powerful such as the United 
States by virtue of a voluntary treaty between the two 
countries. The proposed Protectorate Treaty will not 
violate the right of independence of the Philippines. 
Independence after all implies the right to determine 
one’s relationships. It can mean isolation or non-rela- 
tionship if desired; it can also mean interdependence. 
The rule of international life today is interdependence 
because no state can live by itself, absolutely indepen- 
dent of the world. 


In entering into a Protectorate Treaty with the United 
States of America, the Philippines will be following the 
steps taken by the Republic of Hawaii, who, under the 
administration of President Sanford Ballard Dole, 
applied for a similar treaty with the United States of 
America. Upon the approval of the treaty by the U.S. 
Congress in 1898, the U.S. helped the development of 
Hawaii, which after being fully developed, became the 
50th State of the U.S. in August 21, 1959. 


Methodology—The Democratic Way [subhead] 


The Movement for United States Protectorate (MUST) 
was therefore launched so that all Filipinos, truly con- 
cerned not only for the future of their country, but also 
for the future of their countrymen and future generation, 
may once again unite and exercise People Power Part II. 
This is your chance to help chart the course of our 
beloved country towards the direction of the Free World 
where they have Freedom from Want, Freedom from 
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Fear. At your earliest convenience, MUST urges you to 
write your respective Congressmen and request them to 
sponsor and/or support the promulgation and passage of 
a Bill in the format shown below: Batasang Pambansa, 
Quezon City, Metro Manila Congressman .................... 
 F see I/We, your constituents, respect- 
fully request you to promulgate and/or support passage 
of a bill for a draft protectorate treaty between the 
Philippines and the United States of America, for pre- 
sentation in a plebiscite to coincide with the forthcoming 
local election, January 18, 1988. Respectfully yours, 
Name, Date of Birth, Place of Birth, Voters 1.D. No., 
Signature, Postal Address. 


Important Instructions [subhead] 


The movement for U.S. protectorate treaty needs at least 
ten million signatures. So, before Cogress adjourns 
please write now in three copies. Send the original of 
your letter directy to your congressman c/o Batasang 
Pambansa, Quezon City; send the duplicate together 
with a self-addressed stamped envelope to the Secretar- 
iat, MUST c/o Temp Control Systems, Inc., Km. 17 
South Superhighway, Paranaque, Metro Manila, so we 
can mail your I.D. card to you; retain the third copy for 
your file. For the quick propagation of the movement 
have the letter format stenciled and mimeographed and 
the news article xeroxed for distribution to all your 
friends and relatives of legal age at the earliest possible 
time. 


For the cost of three peso stamps only, those who send 
their letter on time can help save our country and our 
people from the holocaust suffered by Cambodia, Viet- 
nam, Nicaragua, Cuba and their people. 


Sobra na ang pulitika—Tama na ang Ablabla. Tulungan 
naman ngayon ang naghihirap na massa !! There is too 
much politicking—enough of rhetoric. Help the suffering 
masses!! 


Windfall Benefits of MUST [subhead] 


Once the Protectorate Treaty is in place, the following 
favorable development are expected: 


—The stability of the government will be established 
overnight, this time permanently. 


—Graft and corruption in the government and private 
sectors will be stopped or at least curbed considerably. 


—Because of better equipped, better disciplined, better 
trained, and adequately compensated and morally 
upright military and law enforcement personnel, the 
insurgency, secession movements, coup d'etat, and all 
sorts of lawlessness, will be placed under complete con- 
trol, to effect lasting peace and order all over the country. 
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—The economic recovery of the Philippines will simul- 
taneously take off strongly and immediately as private 
investors from the U.S. particularly Filipino citizens 
who are now American citizens will come in droves to 
invest. Accordingly, employment opportunities will 
become readily available for our countrymen; those 
working overseas as laborers, domestic helpers will come 
back to be with their loved ones: the industrial sectors of 
the Philippines will be availed of by the U.S. companies 
intensively because of cheap labor; the latest, technolo- 
gies from the U.S. will become available to the industrial 
sector. Business will increase many times for all local 
companies engaged in manufacturing, construction, 
mining, electricity generation, oil productions. The busi- 
ness for the service sector will likewise grow m.ny times 
over aS Companies engaged in trade, finance, housing, 
transportation, tourism, communication will also be 
improved. Philippine traditional and non-traditional 
export products will enjoy special tariff rates in the U.S. 
market and will grow many times over; in the agricul- 
tural sector, all idled and non-productive agricultural 
lands and fish ponds will become highly productive as 
farmers will return to once again till the fields; the fishing 
industry of the Philippines will get a boost in terms of 
modern fishing vessels and equipments to compete with 
Japan, Taiwan, and other foreign countries; our denuded 
forest due to illegal logging operations will be reforested 
immediately to restore ecological system of the country. 


—Government hospitals particularly mental hospitals 
will be increased in size and number and modernized to 
care for our sick people properly at the lowest cost 
possible. Mendicancy will be eradicated as social welfare 
will be a priority. 


—The 40 million Filipinos living below the poverty line 
shall, thus, be delivered from their miseries and shall 
have opportunities for a better future. 


—The issue on the U.S. military bases will be solved to 
the mutual benefit of the U.S. and the Philippines. As a 
U.S. Protectorate, Filipinos who fear nuclear attack on 
the Philippines may be eligible for migration to the U.S. 
mainland. The security of the Southeast Asian region 
will be improved as the balance of power between the 
Free World nations and the Communist world will be 
re-established as it will fill up the void left by the 
ANZUS Treaty. 


And given sufficient time, the Philippines will become a 
Developed Nation and shall be eligible for acceptance as 
the S5ist State of the United States of America in due 
course. 


MUST—Now or Never [subhead] 


This very important message is addresed to all members 
of our society, particularly our beleaguered parents, 
teachers, students, professionals, government employes, 
soldiers, businessmen, politicians, farmers, rebel-return- 
ees, laborers, Muslim and Christian brothers, and all 
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other members of the Philippine society. Everyone who 
reads and believes in this message of MUST must act 
NOW because our country and millions of our country- 
men are in serious trouble needing immediate help. 
Tomorrow may be too late! Convince all your friends 
and relatives to write their respective Congressmen in 
the letter format shown above and mail immediately to 
the Secretariat of MUST. The Movement for U.S. Pro- 
tectorate Treaty is our only hope for survival and 11 will 
succeed only if we can uniie at least 10 million Filipino 
citizens of legal age who will send their letters and 
subsequently vote “Yes” for the Draft Protectorate 
Treaty in the proposed plebiscite on Jan. 18, 1988. 


MUST—One Step Backward But Two Steps Forward 
[subhead] 


MUST will succeed in its nationalistic objective and 
enable everyone to participate and perform a patriotic 
obligation. Please note that nationalism means not only 
love for one’s country, not only love for one’s country- 
men, but also the sincere desire to heip one’s country and 
countrymen out of harm’s way and progress with the 
international family. 


You may expect negative attitudes from the Elite, the 
insincere politicians, the wealthy or those indifferent 
people not affected by the present crisis, the misguided 
nationalists, and of course, the hard-core communists 
and secessionists. Do not argue with them but instead 
tell them firmly that we are being pragmatic because we 
have everything to gain and nothing to lose except our 
false nationalistic pride (which we need to discard any- 
way) should MUST succeed. 


And tell them the U.S. Protectorate Treaty admittedly is 
one step backward for the Philippines, just like what 
Hawaii did, but it will enable us like Hawaii to take two 
big steps forward to join America and the rest of the Free 
World, for the sake of our country, our countrymen, and 
our future generation. Remember, too, our total popula- 
tion is projected to reach 75 million by the Year 2000! So 
let us all act now and support the objectives of MUST. 
Before it is too late. 


Thailand 


Vietnamese, In.urgents Fighting in Border Area 
BK060050 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Jan 88 pp I, 3 


[Text] Vietnamese troops and Thai insurgents are fight- 
ing alongside Lao soldiers in the disputed jungle strip in 
Phitsanulok, National Security Council [NSC] secretary- 
general Suwit Sutthanakun said yesterday. 


Mr Suwit said Laos-based insurgents of the pro-Moscow 
Pak Mai were also taking part in the battle for control of 
border hills near Ban Romklao, Chat Trakan district, 
which Laos claims as its territory. 
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The NSC chief, whose remarks came as United nations 
secretary-general Javier Perez de Cuellar asked Thailand 
to stop the fighting, had previously accused Vietnam of 
aggravating the dispute to derail Thai-Laos peace talks. 


A Foreign Ministry source said Laos had yet to respond 
to a call to reexamine the Thai proposal for talks to end 
the conflict. 


The source said it was thought that Laos chose Chat 
Trakan district as the point of conflict because the Pak 
Mai Is active there. 


Laos continued to refuse to remove its forces from the 
area, he said, and Lao Ambassador to Bangkok Kham- 
phan Simmalavong had shown no interest in talks with 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila. 


Amid the stalemate, ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi 
said Mr Perez de Cuellar made his appeal to Thailand 
after Laotian diplomats circulated their account of the 
conflict. 


Laotian Ambassador to the UN Kithong Vongsai asked 
Mr Perez de Cuellar to “personally intervene” in the 
dispute in late December. 


This prompted Thailand to order Niran Phanuphong, 
the Thai envoy in Vientiane, to deliver an aide-memoire 
to the Laotian Foreign Ministry on January 1. 


ACM Sitthi told the UN secretary-general Thailand did 
not start the fighting but that Laotian troops intruded 
into Thai territory. 


Mr Perez de Cuellar was told that Thailand proposed a 
high-level meeting be held within a framework that 
would ensure success of any peace talks and that an 
agenda be agreed upon. 


Fighting along the border should also cease before talks 
proceed, said ACM Sitthi, and a venue was negotiable. 
Thailand also wanted the Laotian delegation to be 
headed by an official of equal rank and status to PM’s 
Office Minister Arun Phanuphong and not Deputy For- 
eign Minister Souban Salitthilat. 


Defence Minister Phaniang Kantharat said foreign 
troops were assisting Laotian troops in the conflict in 
Phitsanulok which started on October 31. 


ACM Phaniang said Thailand had not resorted to severe 
military action because the Government did not want to 
take drastic steps against a nation with which Tha:land 
has enjoyed brotherly relations. 
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Kampuchean Troops Urge Opening of Border Pass 
BkK060119 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
6 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Troops of the Phnom Penh 
Regime have asked Thai authorities to open a border 
pass here for trade, field sources in this border town said 
yesterday. 


The sources said the request was made in an open letter 
handed by the Kampuchean soldiers last month to a 
Thai officer at the border point between Thai Khlong 
Luk Village and the Kampuchean town of PoiPet. 


They said the Khmer troops had also built a gate with the 
Khmer five-spire symbol on the Kampuchean side of a 
bridge, linking Khlong Luk and PoiPet, south of here. 


Thailand has closed all border passes with Kampuchea 
since the communist takeover in the Kampuchean cap- 
ital in 1975. 


The sources also reported several artillery and mortar 
shells from Kampuchea landed in ihe Thai border area 
near this border town a week before New Year's Day. 


More than 100 shells fell on Khao Din and Saraphi 
villages about 40 kilometres south of here on Dec 29, but 
no casualties were reported, they said. 


The sources said Vietnamese troops fired a mortar shell 
and three rocket-propelled grenades into Paphai Village, 
slightly damaging a house. 


Vietnam maintains about | 20,000 troops in Kampuchea 
to back the Heng Samrin regime it installed in 1979. 


Minister on Planned Trade Pass 
BK020755 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0530 GMT 29 Dec 87 


[Text] Interior Minister General Prachuap Suntharang- 
kun said this morning that the Interior Ministry had 
received no proposal so far from Chiang Rai Province 
for the opening of a border pass in Chiang Khong 
District. He told newsmen at Government House that 
this was a matter for discussion between Thailand and 
Laos. The border pass would, in principle, be for eco- 
nomic purposes and would be temporary—from 5 to 7 
days. The interior minister said that the move has 
nothing to do with the Thai-Lao border situation in 
Phitsanulok Province. The border pass in Chiang Rai 
would be for trade. Concerning the situation at Ban 
Romklao in Phitsanulok, he said that Thailand had been 
trying to drive out Lao intruders. 
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Refugee Smuggling ‘Problem’ for Authorities 
BK060143 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] The smuggling of refugees into the country by 
both land and sea has become a major problem for the 
authorities, National Security Council [NSC] Secretary- 
General Suwit Sutthanukun said yesterday. 


Those coming by boat are Vietnamese, and those arri- 
vinbg by land are Hmong tribesmen from Laos, said the 
NSC chief. 


In the past, he said, refugees arrived for political reasons. 
Now they are here for economic reasons, he said. 


Mr Suwit said the new arrivals usually obtained money 
from relatives in third countries. They then used the 
money to bribe officials or pay for smuggling gangs. 


“This is why it was stressed at a recent seminar on border 
problems organised by the NSC that government offi- 
cials should be more concerned about national security 
than money,” he noted. 


Although the land and boat refugee smuggling gangs 
worked separately, their methods of operation are simi- 
lar, Mr Suwit said. 


About 10,000 Hmong tribesmen have been smuggled 
into Thailand at Pak Chom district of Loei, he said, 
adding that many entered at Kamphaeng Phet province 
and engaged in forest poaching. 


“Ii is therefore necessary for Thailand to arrest these 
illegal immigrants and send them back to their home- 
land—the same way the United States is doing with 
Mexicans,” Mr Suwit said. 


The number of Vietnamese boat people who arrived in 
Thailand last year was 6,856—an average of 761 a 
month, mostly at Khlong Yai district of Trat province 
and at Songkhla. 


There are now 10,654 Vietnamese being confined at 
Phanat Nikhom awaiting resettlement. The number of 
Vietnamese refugees being resettled is now 286 a month. 


Chief of Staff Favors Chawalit Extension 
BKOS0105 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Jan 88 p 3 


[Text] Top military officers want General Chawalit 
Yonchaiyut to remain in charge, Deputy Chief Gen 
Wanchai Ruangtrakun said yesterday. 


Gen Wanchai said the officers felt Gen Chawalit, who 
has pledged to retire early this year, could still do much 
for the army and the country. 
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“We know he will never change his mind and we won't 
ask him to,” said Gen Wanchai. 


“The only thing we can do is pray to sacred objects that 
he will remain with us in 1988.” 


Gen Wanchai said he told Gen Chawalit of the officer's 
feelings after a December 30 gathering in Bangkok of 
about 120 high-ranking officers. 


During his term as commander, Gen Chawalit has been 
successful in implementing his policy of creating a more 
streamlined army with modern equipment such as tanks, 
armoured cars, heavy weapons and communications, 
said Gen Wanchai. 


In addition, Gen Chawalit had nurtured public faith in 
the army through activities such as those to mark His 
Majesty the King’s 60th birthday and the “Green North- 
east” project. 


“The Army has developed in many fields according to 
the targets set under his guidance,” Gen Wanchai said. 


Gen Chawalii on Retirement 
BK060121 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
6 Jan 88 p 2 


[Text] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut said yesterday he wants no political posts after 
his voluntary retirement this year and urged the Press to 
stop asking him about his future. 


He said the Press should pay attention to other more 
important issues, such as the Green I-San project. 


Chawalit was commenting on a move by some groups of 
army officers to change his mind about quitting before 
his retirement age. 


He also dismissed a speculation that he would be given 
the Cabinet post of defence minister after his self- 
imposed retirement. 


“Do you think | am so desperate for a Cabinet post?” he 
asked. 


He said the present defence minister, ACM [Air Chief 
Marshal] Phaniang Kantarat, deserves the portfolio 
because he has fully devoted himself to the job. 


He also played down fears that his early retirement 
would lead to some political changes. 


Chawalit has repeatedly declared that he will voluntarily 
retire this year when he turns 55. The official retirement 
age is 60. 


“Please don’t talk about it (retirement) anymore. We 
should talk about things which serve the interests of the 
people,” he said. 
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“My retirement is a personal and trivial matter,” he 
added. 


Chawalit was evidently offended by reporters’ questions 
about his retirement during the impromptu interview at 
the Army Auditorium. 


He dismissed the speculation that he would become 
defence minister after retirement as “bizarre.” 


Army Chief To Probe Muslims’ Killings 
BK060124 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Jan 88 p 2 


{Text} Nakhon Si Thammarat—Fourth Army Chief of 
Staff Maj Gen Sa-at Saengnak will begin an investigation 
tomorrow into allegations that four Muslims were shot 
dead in late November by army rangers, a military 
source said yesterday. 


The source said Maj Gen Sa-at wants to investigate the 
case himself to assure fairness. 


The source said he had already spoken with relatives of 
the slain Muslims and assured them there would be 
justice if any soldiers were implicated in the killings. 


Col Krit Tiamthip, commander of the ranger regiment, 
informed the army investigation committee, headed by 
Col Suwinai Boribunnarngkun, that his men were not 
involved in the incident, the source said. 


However, the source said there was “some evidence” 
that the soldiers may have played a part in the deaths. 


The relatives of the deceased have appealed to Army 
commander in Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut for 
justice in the case, in which they say the rangers shot 
dead the Muslims on November 26 last year in Sabayoi 
district. 


Meanwhile, Democrat Patthan MP Den Tomina yester- 
day said he would raise the issue with the House local 
Administration Committee. 


He said he had received evidence that implicated the 
rangers in the killing. 


Prem Meets With U.S. Senator Bentsen 
BK010908 Bangkok Domestic Service in English 
0000 GMT | Jan 87 


[Text] Visiting U.S. Senator Lloyd Bentsen on Wednes- 
day proposed that Thailand and the United States make 
a bilateral agreement on rice trading to protect each 
other from depressed prices in the world market. The 
proposal was made at the meeting between the U.S. 
senator and Prime Minister General Prem Tinsulanon at 
Government House. Accompanying Mr Bentsen, who is 
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on the U.S. Senate committee on fiscal matters, were the 
committee’s chief adviser, Jeffrey Lang, and U.S. 
Ambassador to Thailand William Brown. 


Government spokesman Michai Wirawaithaya said the 
proposal came from Gen Prem, who told the US. 
senator about the impact of the American protectionist 
measures and farm subsidies on the well being of 35 
million Thai farmers. Mr Bentsen reportedly told Gen 
Prem that the U.S. trade bills were not aimed at small 
countries like Thailand but at the European Community 
which gives huge subsidies to its farmers. Both Mr 
Bentsen and Mr Lang expressed appreciation for the 
Thai Government and parliament approval in the first 
reading of the copyright bill and ongoing moves on 
patents and trademarks. 


In a separate meeting with Foreign Minister Air Chief 
Sitthi Sawetsila, Mr Bentsen was also said to have 
assured the minister that he supported the maintenance 
of the 35% acreage reduction on subsidized rice produc- 
tion in the United States. Mr Bentsen also told Air Chief 
Marshal Sitthi that although Thailand might not receive 
all the U.S.80 million in military and development aid, 
Thailand would still receive a larger sum than many 
other countries. The U.S. senator also praised the Thai 
Government for its efforts in suppressing narcotics. He 
said he also supported the congressional resolution to 
send birthday greetings to his majesty the king on 5 
December. 


The U.S. senator will be in Thailand until tomorrow. 


Copyright Bill Reviewed by House Panel 
BK060255 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Jan 88 p 2 


[Excerpt] The wording of the Copyright Amendment Bill 
must be changed to avoid constitutional problems, the 
bill’s scrutiny panel said yesterday. 


Committee spokeswoman Suphattra Matsadit said the 
Government-sponsored bill, which passed through a 
chaotic first reading late last year, cited the Thai-U.S. 
Treaty of Amity for its passage. 


However, Article 162 (2) states that any treaty necessi- 
tating the passage of legislation must first be approved by 
Parliament. 


The Thai-U.S. Treaty was signed in 1966 when there was 
no Parliament. Legal experts say it was never ratified. 


Mrs Suphattra said Foreign Ministry Ambassador Som- 
bun Sa-ngiambut, who testified to the panel, agreed to 
change the wording by removing the reference to the 
Thai-U.S. Treaty. 
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Democrat MP Suphattra said the panel would consider a 
wide range of issues connected with the bill and at its 
next meeting on January 19 will look at the Thai and 
foreign copyright systems. [passage omitted] 


Vietnam 


Foreign Trade Official Views Problems 
BK060540 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 4 Jan 88 


[Interview with Ta Ca, vice minister of foreign trade, by 
unidentified station correspondent, “on some prominent 
features of the sector last year and measures for over- 
coming outstanding problems to fulfill the 1988 state 
plan satisfactorily”; date and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Correspondent] Dear Comrade, the year 1987 
has just ended; and we know that despite certain diffi- 
culties, the foreign trade sector achieved considerable 
successes and progress last year by bringing its dyna- 
mism and initiative into full play. On the occasion of the 
new year, 1988, would you please tell us about the most 
prominent features of the foreign trade sector's activities 
last year? 


[Ta Ca] As of 25 December 1987, the foreign trade sector 
had basically realized its export revenue target for last 
year. Of the 31 central-level export units subordinate to 
the Ministry of Foreign Trade and other ministries 
having sectorial management functions, a total of 16 
overfulfilled their export plans while the remaining 15 
units fell short of the assigned targets. Many localities 
showed a fairly good performance in fulfilling their 
export plans; among them Ho Chi Minh City and Ha 
Nam Ninh which completed their plans at an early date. 
The revenues realized last year from the export of 
various items of goods such as coffee beans, shelled 
peanuts, pepper, cinnamon, processed meat, embroi- 
dered slippers, jute carpet. and other artisan and handi- 
crafts articles showed a considerable increase. Thus. 
although we failed fully to meet our commitments with 
regard to the delivery of a number of these items to some 
socialist countries, it can be said that good progress was 
achieved in general. 


Regarding the import plan, we fulfilled 120 percent of 
the target, scoring an increase of 14.2% over 1986. 
Imports have contributed to maintaining and developing 
production and life, meeting some demands for balanc- 
ing the economy, and supporting a number of important 
projects such as the Hoa Binh and Tri An Hydroelectric 
Power Projects. 


Looking back, we can see that importation work in 1987 
gave rise to the following main issues: In 1987, export- 
import activities encountered many difficulties which 
were at times very serious. The supplies needed for the 
production of export goods, especially the main products 
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for fulfilling our international commitments, were run- 
ning critically short on many occasions. Many produc- 
tion establishments were not provided with adequate 
supplies; and what they received were not standardized. 
Furthermore, as the mechanism of supply for production 
and procurement is unstable and irrational, it caused 
bottlenecks as early as the very beginning of the year. To 
overcome this situation some localities had either to 
export a quantity of goods to nonsocialist markets or to 
imnort essential commodities under purchase loan plans 
fo. sale domestically to earn money with which to 
procure goods for export. Thanks to this, we were able to 
ensure early overfulfillment of the plan for delivering 
coffee beans, pepper, and shelled peanuts to the Soviet 
Union. Of course, it must be said that in some localities 
and at certain moments, poor management has led to 
competitive purchases and sales which jack up market 
prices and cause more difficulties for export. Faced with 
such a situation, under the guidance of the Council of 
Ministers’ Standing Committee, the Home Trade Min- 
istry has coordinated with various sectors and localities 
to seek ways to remove obstacles, overcome difficulties, 
and ensure the implementation of state plans: Plans such 
as those looking for funds to import some of the com- 
modities necessary for production and procurement, and 
to help balance goods and money in the country and 
change the procedures of dealing in some types of goods 
from the mode of definitively purchasing and selling 
entire ownership to the mode of export-import trust, and 
creating capital in terms of foreign exchange, materials, 
and goods issued in advance to localities and installa- 
tions which produce exports. 


The year 1987 should also be considered a year during 
which the export activities began to improve in accor- 
dance with the Sixth Party Congress resolution and 
subsequent ones of the party Central Committee. The 
export of some goods to the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries has increased by a fair amount, 
although the achieved results were not up to commit- 
ment. The plans for export-import with Laos and Cam- 
bodia have been implemented also with some new signs 
of progress. In some localities, funds, land, and labor 
have been invested in the production of exports. As a 
result, the production volume of some exports has 
increased fairly over that of 1986 as I said above. 


Although the results are still small and this is only a 
beginning, they are new factors to be strongly encour- 
aged. The procurement and export of some major prod- 
ucts have also been initially concentrated on some defi- 
nite centers. The phenomena of competitive purchases 
and sales in export-import activities such as the procure- 
ment and export of shrimps, porcelainware, and poultry, 
which occurred disturbingly noisily at the beginning of 
the year, has also decreased. 


[Correspondent] As you said in 1987, the foreign trade 
sector has exerted much effort to overcome its outstand- 
ing problems. Entering the new year, what do you think 
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are the remaining problems of our sector and which do 
you consider as burning issues to be resolved immedi- 
ately? 


{Ta Ca] It must be said that along with these initial 
changes, there are still many problems in the export- 
import operations which must be resolved continually in 
the days ahead. Although the export plan noims have 
been fulfilled, the centrai government has not been able 
to control most of the foreign exchange in non-socialist 
areas for the benefit of socioeconomic objectives. It has 
not gathered large amounts of major products to ensure 
the fulfilment of international commitments by the state. 
The competitive purchases and sales of some exports still 
prevail in some localities. The interests of export-pro- 
ducers have not been satisfactorily settled. The results of 
exporting some types of goods remain low. The sources 
of goods have not been stabilized. The styles and designs 
of exports have not improved. This situation is due to 
many causes among which are the shortcomings of our 
Foreign Trade Ministry in providing guidance and man- 
agement. The aforesaid problems should be urgently 
resolved in order to continually create new changes in 
1988 and subsequent years. 


[Correspondent] By the way, I suggest that you introduce 
the operational guidelines and norms of our foreign 
trade sector for the new year. 


[Ta Ca] Regarding the 1988 operational guidelines and 
tasks, the foreign trade sector will strongly develop its 
export-import activities and expand its foreign economic 
relations primarily with the Soviet Union and other 
fraternal socialist countries in CEMA. Exports will 
increase by 17.6 percent over 1987. In this connection, 
the production of exports must be reorganized: fuids 
and materials must be concentrated on those goods of 
high economic results and those areas specializing in 
producing key exports; and technical innovations must 
be quickly applied to production in order to enhance the 
quality of exports. 


[Ta Ca] With respect to the policy toward production, we 
will create many types of exports by strongly encouraging 
workers to produce exports. Regarding such major goods 
as rubber, coffee, tea, peanut. pepper, maritime prod- 
ucts, and so forth, the central government will provide 
material conditions and will perform trade according to 
the agreed-upon prices in order to control large numbers 
of products. Localities with export processing installa- 
tions should guide these installations into joint business 
and economic integration with the material supply 
installations in other localities in order to secure raw 
materials for processing. The practice of setting high 
prices in some localities to attract raw materials from 
other localities must be discontinued in order to avoid 
disruption of the market. 


In the days ahead, some policies and systems for export 
and import along the line of renovation will be promul- 
gated by the state. As an immediate step to implement 
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the Council of Ministers Decision No 217 on renovating 
planning in state enterprises, the Foreign Trade Ministry 
will issue a circular to provide specific guidance in the 
spirit of guaranteeing interests and creating material 
conditions for enterprises to produce exports, and to give 
export production enterprises ample right to contact the 
international market. 


As for import, in 1988 not only must we ensure fulfill- 
ment of the plan norms for both value and actual 
products, improve the structure a step further, and 
positively serve the socioeconomic objectives, especially 
the three major economic programs, we must also closely 
control imports in order to protect and stimulate domes- 
tic production. 


Regarding the 1988 management guidelines and mea- 
sures, the central government will unify the managerial 
control of export-import activities and foreign economic 
relations. It will rationally divide labor and decentralize 
management among various echelons and sectors, reno- 
vate the organization and mechanism of foreign trade 
and currency manag: ment, and then shift the operations 
of foreign trade organizations to real and financially 
independent business operations with a view to vigor- 
ously bringing into play the role of foreign trade in 
domestic production and circulation. 


We should act in such a way so as to ensure economic 
results in the export-import business, satisfactorily guar- 
antee the interests of export production units and indi- 
viduals, and rationally settle the interests of installations 
and localities that produce or process raw materials, in 
order to prevent competitive purchases and sales both at 
home and abroad. 


All sectors and echelons are responsible for implement- 
ing these guidelines and tasks. With its function and 
mission, our Foreign Trade Ministry will coordinate 
more closely with sectors and localities to implement 
whal we can, overcome shortcomings and weaknesses, 
strive vigorously to advance export-import activities in 
the days ahead. and successfully fulfill the 1988 export 
plan norms. 


[Correspondent] Thank you, Comrade. 


Fishery Agreement Signed With USSR 
BK230705 Hanoi VNA in English 0702 GMT 
23 Dec 87 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Dec.23—A memo on the adoption of 
decisions on the establishment of the Joint Vietnam- 
Soviet Fishery Service Company between Seaprodex 
(Vietnam) and Primorprom (the Soviet Union) was 
signed at the closing session of the 8th meeting of the 
Vietnamese-Soviet Fishery Company held in Ho Chi 
Minh City recently. 
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The decision provided that the Soviet Union will lend 
Vietnam 1|,000,000 roubles for the building of a ship 
repair factory. The two sides will strengthen scientific 
and technical cooperation to increase the efficiency of 
fishing fleets supplied by the Soviet Union for Vietnam. 
Two hundred Vietnamese workers will be sent to Soviet 
trawler repair enterprises for training. 


An agreement on the establishment of direct relations 
between Seaprodex and Primorpom was also signed at 
the meeting. 


Construction Ministry Team Visits Cambodia 
BK030210 Hanoi WVNA in English 1515 GMT 
3 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan 2—A delegation of Vietnam's 
Construction Ministry led by Deputy Minister Le Van 
Sang has paid a weeklong visit to Kampuchea, reports 
SPK. 


While there, the delegation was received by Vice-Pre- 
mier Kong Sam-ol, who expressed his gratitude to the 
party, government and people of Vietnam for their 
effective assistance to the Kampuchean people in 
national reconstruction. He said he would do his utmost 
to further promote the cooperation between the two 
countries, especially between their building industries. 


in reply, Le Van Sang informed Kong Sam-ol of the 
results of a working session on construction cooperation 
held between his delegation and its Kampuchean coun- 
terpart. The two sides, he said, agreed a plan of cooper- 
ation in building a party school as gift from the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam to the People’s Revolutionary 
Party of Kampuchea. Documents on the 1988 coopera- 
tion programme between the Kampuchean General 
Department for Construction and the Vietnam's Con- 
Struction Ministry were signed. 


Radio Article Marks PRK National Day 
BK061229 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GM7 6 Jan 88 


[Unattributed “article marking the 9th National Day of 
the PRK”) 


[Text] Dear listeners: Together with the Kampuchean 
people and progressive mankind, the Vietnamese people 
are celebrating the 9th National Day of the PRK, 7 
January. 


Nine years are a very short span of time in the history of 
a nation. However, the PRK in that period has vigor- 
ously grown up in its revival from death and destruction 
by the genocidal Pol Pot regime. Under the wise and 
correct leadership of the KPRP and the Government of 
the PRK, the Kampuchean people, with their patriotism 
and their industriousness and creative labor, have 
obtained great achievements in national defense and 
construction. The people's administration at all levels 
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has been unceasingly consolidated and the people's 
armed forces have rapidly grown up. The national econ- 
omy has been gradually stabilized. 


Noteworthy is that in the past 2 years the Kampuchean 
people have gained considerable achievements in the 
implementation of the program for socioeconomic 
development. Under the Pol Pot regime, Kampuchea’s 
agriculture was completely destroyed and the whole 
country was driven into starvation. By now, 2 million 
hectares of fallow land have been turned into cultivat- 
able land. This figure ts still below that of the prewar 
period, but the per capita output reaches 300 kg of paddy 
a year. Almost all industries and small industrial and 
handicraft centers have been restored or upgraded. Ini- 
tial gains have been achieved by the cultural, education- 
al, and public health services. In the 1987-88 academic 
year, Kampuchea has some 2 million pupils, accounting 
for one-third of the population and | million pupils more 
than the record figures of the 1969-70 school year under 
the old regime. 


The situation in Kampuchea 1s developing favorably. 
The sixth partial withdrawal of Vietnamese Army vol- 
unteers from Kampuchea in late November 1987 dem- 
onstrated that the Kampuchean situation 1s irreversible. 
The unswerving political stand of the PRK stemming 
from its high sense of responsibility toward the country’s 
destiny and responding to the entire Kampuchean peo- 
ple’s aspiration has created a possibility for national 
reconciliation in Kampuchea, the correct way to solve 
the Kampuchea issue. The PRK’s policy of national 
reconciliation made public on 27 August 1987 and its 8 
October statement on a political solution to the Kampu- 
chea issue have won worldwide support and approval. 
The meeting in Paris between Mr Hun Sen and Samdech 
Norodom Sihanouk from 2 to 4 December |987 broke 
the 9-year-old deadlock in the Kampuchea issue and 
brought about an initial but important step toward an 
equitable solution to this issue with a view to establish- 
ing a stable peace in Kampuchea and Southeast Asia. 


The Vietnamese people are very elated at the notabie 
achievements of the brotherly Kampuchean people and 
consider them as the victory of the special solidarity 
between Vietnam and Kampuchea as well as among 
Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Laos. The Vietnamese peo- 
ple are very elated at the development of the solidarity, 
friendship. and comprehensive cooperation among the 
three Indochinese countries. The Vietnamese people are 
determined to overcome all difficulties, unceasingly ren- 
ovate to heighten efficiency of the economic cooperation 
among Vietnam, Kampuchea, and Laos in the interests 
of each nation and of the common revolutionary cause. 
The Vietnamese people are determined to strengthen 
their solidarity with the brotherly Kampuchean and Lao 
peoples and the solidarity between the three Indochinese 
countries with the Soviet Union and the socialist com- 
munity. 
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The Vietnamese people avaii themselves of this occasion 
to express their deep gratitude to the Kampuchean party. 
government, and people for the wholehearted and pre- 
cious support and assistance they have reserved for the 
revolutionary cause of the Vietnamese people. The Viet- 
namese people believe that entering 1988, the 10th year 
of the new decade, basing themselves on the achieve- 
ments of their wonderful rebirth, the fraternal Kampu- 
chean people will certainly gain yet bigger successes. 


Vietnam’s Co Thach Visits SFRY, CSSR 


For Hanoi YNA, Belgrade TANJUG, and Prague CTK 
coverage of the visit of Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach to the SFRY and the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Republic, including his meetings with Raif 
Dizdarevic, Yugoslav federal secretary for foreign 
affairs, and with Czech Foreign Minister Bohuslav 
Chnoupek, see the Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia sec- 
tion of the 6 January East Europe DAILY REPORT. 


Pham Hung Visits Hoa Binh Hydropower Plant 
BK020810 Hanoi VNA in English 0719 GMT 
2 Jan 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 2—Pham Hung, Politburo mem- 
ber of the party Central Committee and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers, on Jan. | paid a new-year working 
visit to the Hoa Binh hydro-electric power plant built 
with Soviet assistance on the Da River in Ha Son Binh 
Province, some 70 kilometres northeast of Hanoi. 


The chairman was accompanied by Phan Ngoc Tuong, 
minister of construction; Vu Ngoc Hai, minister of 
energy, and Nguyen Dinh So, secretary of the province's 
party committee. V.V. Melnik, Soviet ministerial coun- 
sellor, was also with Chairman Pham Hung. 


Speaking at the meeting held at the construction site, 
Pham Hung expressed the sincere and heartfelt gratitude 
of the entire Vietnamese party and people toward the 
Communist Party, the government and the fraternal 
people of the Soviet Union for their devoted assistance 
to the construction of this great project. 


He also expressed confidence that with the close coop- 
eration between the Soviet experts and Vietnamese 
workers, the first generator group will be put into oper- 
ation by the end of this year. 


Tran Duc Luong Discusses Enterprise Decision 


First Part of Interview 
BK041701 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[First part of interview with Tran Duc Luong, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, by unidentified 
station correspondent, on renovation of planning and 
socialist business accounting for state-operated enter- 
prises; date and place not given—recorded]] 


[Text] [Correspondent] Dear Comrade, the Council of 
Ministers recently issued Decision No 217 on policies 
governing the renovation of planning and socialist busi- 
ness accounting for state-operated enterprises. Could 
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you please tell us about the most noteworthy points in 
this new decision and the differences, if any, between 
this decision and Decision No 76 issued previously by 
the Council of Ministers. 


[Tran Duc Luong] Decision No 76 of the Council of 
Ministers is a document institutionalizing the legal sta- 
tus of the Political Bureau’s Draft Resolution No 306 on 
enhancing the autonomy in production and business 
operations of grass-roots state-operated economic orga- 
nizations, whereas Decision No 217, which was promul- 
gated this time to supersede Decision No 76, is a 
document to institutionalize at the state level the sixth 
party Central Committee’s Resolution No 3, which cov- 
ers the same issue. 


Nearly 2 years have elapsed between the promulgation of 
the Political Bureau’s Draft Resolution No 306 and the 
party Central Committee’s Resolution No 3. Many pilot 
tests had been conducted and their results recapitulated 
and properly updated before the state-operated enter- 
prise management system was shifted from administra- 
tive and bureaucratic state subsidies to socialist business 
accounting. 


In my opinion, the party Central Committee’s Resolu- 
tion No 3 and the Council of Ministers’ Decision No 217 
must be carefully studied and thoroughly understood by 
all grass-roots state-operated production and business 
organizations and state management agencies at all lev- 
els. These are very important policies aimed at renovat- 
ing the enterprise management mechanism and relations 
between state management and production and business 
management at grass-roots levels. The new policies cover 
planning and other fields, for instance, material supply, 
product consumption, pricing, financial accounting, 
credit, banking services, application of scientific and 
technological innovations, wages, import-export, and so 
forth. 


[Correspondent] As far as planning is concerned, Deci- 
sion No 217 gives enterprises more au‘onomy in produc- 
tion and business operations. Could you please talk 
about the differences, if any, between this decision and 
Decision No 76. 


[Tran Duc Luong] All seven articles of Part | of Decision 
No 217 point out the mosi important regulations gov- 
erning enterprise planning. In my opinion, though each 
article contains new points worth noting, one should pay 
special attention to the following points: The second and 
fourth paragraphs of Article | stipulate that from now 
on, directors and enterprise workers have the right to 
establish long-term, medium-term, and_ short-term 
projects and to work out ways to implement them by 
themselves. The last paragraph of point one in Article 2 
specifies that from now on, the state shall not have 
enterprises carry out legally binding plans requiring 100 
percent of their production and business capacities. 
Instead, only part of their production and business plans 
shall be required to fall within the range of legally 


FBIS-EAS-88-003 
6 January 1988 


binding plans or state orders based on three legally 
binding norms, steady material supply predetermined 
consumers’ locations, and so forth. To put it in another 
way, the plans shall be bound by very rigid norms and 
shall have to be limited within a nomenclature of key 
products only. 


It is worth noting that Decision No 217 does not specify 
the required amount but says that the state will make a 
yearly decision on the nomenclature and ratios of those 
fixed plans based on a gradually decreasing minimum 
rate. 


I deem it necessary to make it clear that at present, the 
State Planning Commission and the Council of Minis- 
ters are working on relatively bold plans to make those 
fixed plans stay wiihin 30-50% of the gross production 
Output of the state-operated production sector for the 
1988 plan. 


How to get manpower and material resources for the 
enterprises’ remaining production and business opera- 
tions must be handled by the enterprises themselves. 
Given the situation, there will be a very deep-rooted 
change in the state-enterprise relations. As far as this 
flexible plan is concerned, there will be no way for 
enterprises to remain passive by asking the state to 
provide them with sufficient conditions for engaging in 
production and business operations or to compensate for 
their production losses. Likewise, the state will not ask 
enterprises to deliver products according to required 
amount, consumers’ locations, and predetermiied prices 
as used to be the case in the past. The state will only pay 
attention to the enterprises’ production and business 
Output and their state budgetary contributions as stipu- 
lated under the law. 


The lateral relations between production and business 
Organizations will also undergo a very deep-rooted 
change. Instead of asking one another to abide by admin- 
istrative regulations, production and business establish- 
ments will have to straighten out their relations mainly 
through economic channels, joint ventures, and eco- 
nomic contracts and to abide by commitments and bear 
material responsibility for the implementation of those 
commitments. 


I also want to say here that as stipulated by Decision No 
217, these points must be observed by production, 
business, and service establishments involved in such 
activities as material supply, banking, home trade, for- 
eign trade, and so forth. The protection, assignment, and 
approval of plans will also be renovated in accordance 
with the above spirit. Comrades, I suggest that you study 
Decision No 217 carefully regarding this matter. 


[Correspondent] In reality, enterprises at the central 
level receive their plans directly from the various state 
commissions. As for local siate-run enterprises, they 
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sometimes receive their plans directly from chairmen of 
the local people’s commitices. Thus, comrade, would 
you please explain as to what is the enterprise’s direct 
higher echelon. 


[Tran Duc Luong] In principle, each production or 
business establishment has only one direct higher eche- 
lon. For enterprises belonging to a union, their direct 
higher echelon is the director general of that union. For 
independent enterprises subordinate to ministries or 
general departments having sectorial anagement func- 
tions, their direct higher echelon are the ministers or 
department heads concerned. For enterprises subordi- 
nate to the local government, their direct higher echelon 
are the people’s committees of provinces, municipalities, 
and special zone subordinate to the central government. 


Incidentally, I also feel it necessary to further clarify that 
in strict accordance with the Law on the Organization of 
People’s Committees at All Levels, the various offices, 
sections, and branches subordinate to the people’s com- 
mittee are not a level of management; they are, instead, 
simply functional management organs serving as the 
staff of the people’s committee. Beginning in 1988, the 
Council of Ministers will experiment with a method 
whereby the Council of Minilters chairman will directly 
assign legally binding plans to a number of unions or 
important state-run enterprises at the central level. In 
this situation, the comrades ministers and general 
department heads responsible for management over the 
sectors concerned will closely coordinate with the State 
Planning Commission in carefully examining the drafts 
of such plans for the Council of Ministers chairman to 
decide upon. 


[Correspondent] Dear Comrade, regarding technical 
supplies, what regulations are prescribed in Decision No 
217 to enable the enterprises to take the initiative in 
procuring supplies for stabilizing production? 


{Tran Duc Luong] Under the new mechanism, we can 
visualize the different approaches that may be taken by 
the enterprises to resolve the issue concerning the 
sources of raw material and supplies. First, the energy 
and material supplying organizations are compelled to 
sign contracts for providing the enterprises with ade- 
quate supplies according to the quantitative, qualitative, 
and delivery schedule specificatimns based on the fixed 
plans assigned to the latter by the state. Second, enter- 
prises may be informed of the norms whereby they can 
partially purchase energy and supplies that belong to the 
state supply stockpile and are distributed by supply 
organizations. The amounts of the supplies involved 
shall be made available to the enterprises based on the 
actual supply capability of the state. Third, enterprises 
may themselves establish contact and sign contracts with 
domestic establishments producing raw material and 
supplies, whatever economic component they may 
belong to; enter into integration or labor contracts with 
one another; and so forth. Fourth, enterprises are 
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allowed to make purchases from abroad or receive 
supplies provided by foreign countries under labor con- 
tract plans either directly or through the export-import 
commission. 


[Correspondent] Some enterprise directors have pro- 
posed that as far as domestically produced supplies are 
concerned enterprises should be allowed to establish 
direct contact with one another for the procurement of 
these supplies based on plan norms and through eco- 
nomic contracts so as to avoid congestion and reduce 
circulation costs. Others have suggested that while the 
State ass gns legally binding norms to enterprises, it 
should clearly define the responsibilities of supply orga- 
nizations. Thus, comrade, would you give your opinion 
regarding this issue. 


{Tran Duc Luong] In my opinionn the stipulations 
prescribed under Decision No 217 already meet these 
proposals; and I feel that nothing more need to be said. 


[Correspondent] Regarding consumption of products, 
are there any new stipulations in Decision No 217? 


[Tran Duc Luong] In line with the important renovation 
of planning principles as I mentioned above, enterprises 
will henceforth be given ample right to consume prod- 
ucts. Only with respect to those products turned out 
under the legal plan or state orders, enterprises will be 
required by the state to sell them to the prescribed 
consumers. Regarding those products turned out under 
the soft plan, enterprises must conclude selling contracts 
on their own with their customers. I repeat that, as 
estimated in the 1988 plan, the amount of products 
turned out under the soft plan is very large, accounting 
for up to 60-70% of the total output of state enterprises. 
I would like to call your attention to the point that is a 
great difficulty to enterprises although it seems easy, 
because if those who own products have the right to 
decide whether to sell, consumers have similar right to 
decide whether to buy, for example, when the products 
are expensive or of poor quality. 


[Correspondent] Many directors have proposed that 
enterprises be authorized to make direct contact with 
consumers on the strength of distribution plan norms. 
What do you think about this proposal? 


[Tran Duc Luong] I for one think that this proposal has 
been adequately dealt with in Decision No 217. 


[Correspondent] As for financial accounting, what stip- 
ulations are there in Decision No 217 to ensure the 
autonomy of enterprises in the fields of management and 
use of assets as well as the administration and use of 
various sources of funds including self-procured funds ? 


{Tran Duc Luong] Decision No 217 gives enterprises 
ample right to autonomy in the area of financial account- 
ing. With respect to fixed assets, the main idea is that the 
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state gives full rights to directors and collectivized work- 
ers of enterprises. The state will leave behind all the 
depreciation funds for fixed assets and major repairs for 
enterprises, excluding the newly-established enterprises. 
The state only requests enterprises not to decrease the 
total value of fixed assets and not to discontinue the 
re-creation and development of fixed assets. Enterprises 
are fully authorized to make in-depth and expanded 
investment with their self-procured funds or loans. 


As far as I know, at present, enterprises are very worried 
about the current policy of under-valuing fixed assets in 
an unrealistic manner. As a result, capital depreciation 
funds are insufficient to compensate for the depletion of 
assets, and so forth. I should clearly say here that the 
state is well aware of this problem, and in the near future 
will modify its regulations on the valuing of fixed assets 
as well as the correct and adequate calculation of capital 
depreciation funds. With respect to liquid assets, in 
addition to the funds initially allocated by the state, 
enterprises are encouraged by the state to procure their 
own funds to develop and expand production either by 
using production development funds or, especially, loan 
funds both from banks or others, and both at home and 
abroad. Evidently, enterprises must be responsible for 
the results of production and business by using those 
funds. 


[Correspondent] Can you elaborate on the question of 
buying and selling shares? How should they be under- 
stood and carried our? 


[Tran Duc Luong] Article 22, part four, mentions the 
pilot project for buying and selling shares. This 1s really 
a very new policy. This means that the state authorizes 
enterprises to agree with organizations and individuals 
at home or abroad on gathering capital together in order 
to make in-depth or expanded investment in production 
and business in accordance with certain production and 
business projects which all sides find attractive. Share- 
holders must be distributed profits as agreed upon by all 
sides involved in the contracts. 


Second Part of Interview 
BKOS1133 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 24 Dec 87 


{Second and last part of interview with Tran Duc Luong, 
vice chairman of the Council of Ministers, by unidenti- 
fied station correspondent, on renovation of planning 
and socialist business accounting for state-operated 
enterprises; date and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] [Correspondent] Dear Comrade, what are the 
specific changes in budgetary contributions as stipulated 
in Decision No 217? 


[Tran Duc Luong] | think we should pay attention to a 
few points on budgetary contributions contained in 
Decision No 217: For the immediate future, current 
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budgetary contribution items will be temporarily main- 
tained, mainly state revenue and income items. The 
Finance Ministry and responsible sectors, as well as the 
local people’s committees, are responsible for controlling 
and stabilizing the budgetary contribution rates for each 
enterprise and trade sector for a period of 3 to 5 years. I 
stress that stabilizing means fixed rates and not absolute 
fixed contribution figures. 


The Council of Ministers is urgently reviewing for pub- 
lication the system of budgetary management decentral- 
ization for state enterprises. Whether they are placed 
under central or local managerial control, state enter- 
prises will be assigned similar rates for contributions to 
the state budget, including local and central budgets. 
This will eliminate the unrealistic boundary between 
centrally and locally controlled state enterprises, compel- 
ling all responsible ministries and sectors, as well as local 
people’s committees, to pay a similar interest in state 
enterprises. Decision No 217 has not settled the problem 
of combining state revenue and income into a single item 
with stabilized contribution rates as suggested by the 
party Central Committee's third plenum resolution. It is 
difficult to resolve this problem theoretically and prac- 
tically. First, :he Finance Ministry, sectors, and localities 
must be charged with studying this problem. Decision 
No 217 also charges the Finance Ministry, sectors, and 
related agencies with studying the project for standard- 
izing Current state revenues into taxes or tax-prone 
collection, such as property tax, resource production tax, 
labor production tax, and so forth. This is a line of 
progress that most countries have taken. It is fairer for 
State enterprises with respect to their obligations to the 
State. 


[Correspondent] As far as prices are concerned, it is the 
enterprises’ common belief that the prices set by the state 
are still low and cannot help cover costs. Many comrade 
directors of enterprises suggested that the prices of 
State-supplied materials should be left to the state to 
decide whereas the prices of self-procured materials 
should be left to the enterprises. Could you please tell us 
if Decision 217 contains any provisions that would help 
enterprises straighten out difficulties they may encoun- 
ter in this domain. 


[Tran Duc Luong] Well, as far as prices are concerned, it 
is of great importance to promptly rectify current irreg- 
ularities which have prevented business accounting from 
giving a true picture of actual results, thereby leading to 
false profits and true losses and vice versa. 


It is positive that in 1988, the state will continue to take 
decisions and work out policies aimed at adjusting prices 
in such a way as to quickly achieve a uniform pricing 
system, thus making prices truly reflect actual values and 
serve as a yardstick for evaluating the results of produc- 
tion and business operations. The state will not base 
State subsidies, wages, and social welfare policies on the 
pricing system. The main trend will be efforts on the part 
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of the state to reduce as much as possible the nomencla- 
ture of products falling under the state-prescribed price 
list and to leave more room for production and business 
establishments to reach mutual agreements on prices 
among themselves. It is possible that these two pricing 
systems will be applied quite soon to the fixed and 
flexible pricing systems of the planning mechanism that 
| have already mentioned. 


Even with the application of a fixed pricing system, there 
must be efforts to ensure that principles are observed, 
reproduction guaranteed, and no interest paid to the 
state. As for the flexible pricing system, there must be 
measures for generating production and business profits 
for both enterprises and state budget contribution funds. 
The state will soon promulgate a new code on price and 
price control decentralization for 1988. | deem it neces- 
sary to add here that this also covers an important issue: 
the exchange rates between Vietnamese and foreign 
currencies. 


[Correspondent] As far as credit and payments is con- 
cerned, speaking of bank interest and cost accounting, a 
number of comrade directors have raised this issue: It is 
the state’s policy to allow enterprises to choose banks; 
then, how can enterprises go about doing this? Could you 
elaborate on this? 


[Tran Duc Luong] According to Article 23, Part IV, of 
the regulation submitted recently to the national confer- 
ence, enterprises shall use profits allocated to them to 
cover loan interest other than approved credit loan 
interest. Many comrade enterprise directors participat- 
ing in that conference suggested that the provision be 
reconsidered. Let me take this opportunity to make it 
known that their suggestions have been approved by the 
standing committee of the Council of Ministers. Recon- 
sideration has been made and as you all know, amend- 
ments have already been made in the final copy of a 
recently promulgated document. This means that enter- 
prises are allowed to include in production cost account- 
ing loan interest paid in connection with production and 
business plans, excluding state budget contributions or 
unexpected loan interest paid by the «nterprises because 
of their production and business mismanagement. 


Decision 217 also mentions the choice of banks and 
bilateral responsibilities between business banks and 
production and business establishments. To this end, the 
banking service must quickly shift to the ways of doing 
business set forth by the party Central Committee's 
resolutions and the Council of Ministers’ decisions. It is 
of paramount importance for the banking sector to 
establish many specialized business banks and to sepa- 
rate the role of business banks from that of banks 
specializing in money issuance, state monetary manage- 
ment, and credit service. 


[Correspondent] Does Decision 217 contain any new 
provisions concerning labor, wages, and social welfare 
policy? 


FBIS-EAS-88-003 
6 January 1988 


{Tran Duc Luong] In my opinion, the labor and wages 
policy contains the following noteworthy points: 


First, from now on the state enterprises will gradually 
replace the hiring of permanent personnel with the labor 
contract system which provides for indefinite contract, 
long-term contract, and short-term contract. On the one 
hand, the enterprise looks after the interests of the 
laborers who are its employees; on the other hand, each 
laborer must honor the commitments made under con- 
tract and should not act on the premise that having been 
hired he can work in whatever way he pleases and the 
enterprise just has to grin and bear it. 


The state will continue to examine and revise the basic 
pay scales to make them more reasonable than they are 
at present. In the enterprises the upper-level labor and 
state management organs must work with these enter- 
prises to set correct norms for piecework wages. For its 
part, the size of the enterprise wage fund depends on the 
results of the enterprise’s production and business oper- 
ations. Distribution of income according to the amount 
of work done is the fundamental principle to be applied 
in the enterprises. The director and laborers of an 
enterprise must work out an agreement on the method of 
compensation payments—monthly wages, contractual 
wages, and so forth—in their enterprise, depending on 
the result of each person’s work. 


Decision 217 stipulates that the state exerts control on 
the minimum wages but not on the maximum wages. 
The control of minimum wages simply means that the 
State requires the enterprises to ensure a minimum 
income for their workers. If an enterprise suffered so 
great a loss in its production or business operations that 
the income of its workers and office employees falls 
under the minimum level, the state will have to inter- 
vene, inspect, and examine the situation so as to replace 
leading cadres, help the enterprise in shifting its produc- 
tion to another direction, or even allow it to go bankrupt. 
Here control does not mean that if an enterprise pays its 
employees less than the mandatory minimum the state 
will cover the balance, as some comrades have mistak- 
enly thought. 


In the immediate future, regulating the average revenue 
of an enterprise when it is too high will be considered by 
the state on a case-by-case basis. For the longer term, 
there will be a separate policy for this question. In 1988, 
only in special cases will the state work out an agreement 
with the enterprises concerned to consider regulating 
their revenue if necessary as stipulated in Article 50 of 
Decision 217. The same article also states that the 
enterprises are prohibited from distributing their reve- 
nue in kind among their employees whatever the sources 
of this revenue. Some comrades do not agree with this 
idea. I want to add that this was already mentioned in 
the resolution of the party Central Committee Third 
Plenum and that we should read it as a prohibition of the 
practice of creating income by paying employees in kind 
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without proper bookkeeping, which 1s considered as an 
attempt to avoid state control of the wage fund or to 
abuse the commodity and materials funds exclusively 
managed by the state. 


[Correspondent] What are the new import-export regu- 
lations contained in Decision 217? Many comrade enter- 
prise directors have proposed that the state make it an 
official policy to give bonuses in the form of foreign 
currency to enterprises. What do you think? 


[Tran Duc Luong] In my opinion, Decision 217 has 
given very broad authority to the enterprises to partici- 
pate in import-export activities to create sources of 
capital in foreign currency, thus creating conditions for 
them to import equipment, spare parts, and materials for 
production. The regulations in Part IX of Decision 217 
spell out fairly clearly the rights and obligations of the 
enterprises in import-export and in the use of foreign 
currency. As I see it, there is nothing worth adding here. 
I only want to draw your attention to the fact that at 
present many comrade enterprise directors are worrying 
about the excessively low exchange rate between the 
Vietnamese dong and foreign monetary units which 
makes it impossible for the enterprises to replenish their 
foreign currency holdings. As I have already stated 
above, the state will quickly change this situation to 
normalize the foreign currency trading in our country 
and to remove the present bottlenecks. 


[Correspondent] Thank you, Comrade. 


NHAN DAN Marks Army’s 43d Anniversary 
BK221215 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 21 Dec 87 


[NHAN DAN 22 December editorial: “Our Army’s 
Great Source of Strength” 


[Text] Through 43 years of building and fighting under 
extremely difficult conditions, our Army has matured 
rapidly and, together with the people, has defeated all 
aggressive enemies, thus writing down in history many 
pages of heroism and glory. 


Over the past years, by developing its heroic tradition 
our Army, together with all of the people, has scored 
many more great achievements in the struggle to defend 
the country and maintain political security while per- 
forming its international duty and participating in pro- 
ductive labor for national construction. 


As the pride and faith of our people, the strength of our 
Army stems from the correct leadership, education and 
training given by the party and Uncle Ho and from the 
love and assistance of the people. That is the strength of 
the concept of using the people as the foundation of an 
army by the people and for the people. This strength is 
apparent in the title awarded to our people’s armed 
forces by our compatriots in all parts of the country: 
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Uncle Ho’s soldiers—who wholeheartedly serve the peo- 
ple, who are remembered by the people when they leave. 
and who are loved by the people when they return. 


Uncle Ho’s soldiers provide a very fine model for living. 
These soldiers treasure their comrades in arms as if they 
are blood brothers and wholeheartedly help each other 
for mutual benefit. Cadres love soldiers and share weai 
and woe with their subordinates while soldiers have 
respect for cadres. All of them lead a life that is charac- 
terized by idealism, discipline, modesty, simpleness, 
honesty, straightforwardness, politeness, and kindness; 
respect for elderly people and love for children; fostering 
friendship; and self-sacrifice for everyone's sake. 


Representing the people’s deep love and firm integrity, 
Uncle Ho’s soldiers preserve the people-Army solidarity 
as they would their own lives. They symbolize a legacy 
and a lofty moral and ethical standard —a fine achieve- 
ment that has painstakingly been preserved by genera- 
tion after generation of our forefathers. Our Army 
should always learn from and develop that valuable 
tradition. 


In recent years, negative phenomena have been reported 
in a number of cadres and combatants. These phenom- 
ena, which are not in keeping with the qualities of Uncle 
Ho’s soldiers, have violated military bearing and disci- 
pline and, at times, have marred relations between the 
Army and people. The responsibility for these phenom- 
ena rests, first of all, on party organizations and com- 
manders at various levels in the Army. Cadres, party 
members, and youth union organizations in the people’s 
armed forces are also responsible. 


Our party and people always consider development of 
the People’s Army as one of the first and foremost tasks. 
To defend the socialist fatherland firmly, we must inten- 
sively and comprehensively build up our all-people 
national defense, home front, and country and make our 
regular People’s Army increasingly modern with a high 
level of combat readiness and mobilization. 


It is most important to improve the fighting quality and 
strength of the people’s armed forces, divided into three 
categories of troops, while emphasizing the quality of the 
cadres in command—a key issue in the task of making 
our Army powerful. In so doing, we must train and foster 
cadres and party members for the national defense 
system even more intensively in terms of politics, ideol- 
ogy, combat ability, and ethical quality so that they can 
serve as the core in educating soldiers. 


Our people and Army take pride in the title of Uncle 
Ho’s soldiers because that title is the quintessence of our 
armed forces’ integrated strength and the political factor 
that always remains a basic substance. Therefore, paying 
constant attention to making the Army politically reli- 
able and strong, especially making the party organization 
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in the Army truly pure and firm, is not only an issue of 
principle but also a pressing need in developing the 
people's armed forces in face of the new situation. 


Together with the entire party, let our Army uphold a 
sense of responsibility for carrying out satisfactorily the 
campaign to purify the party organization and state 
machinery and enhance their militancy as well as to 
ameliorate social relations. 


Along with acclaiming good examples in combat, educa- 
tion, and training activities and outstanding units in 
fighting, construction, and productive labor, all party 
committee and command echelons must deal strictly, 
justly, and promptly with all cases of violation of party 
discipline, state law, and military discipline. They must 
also review the quality of party members and adopt 
measures to consolidate grass-roots party organizations 
and make party chapters firm and strong along with 
caring for, and improving the leading standards of, all 
units; fostering democracy; and firmly maintaining dis- 
cipline while arousing revolutionary zeal, dynamism, 
and creativity and a sense of self-consciousness among 
soldiers. 


It is necessary for all localities and sectors to assume 
great responsibility in building our all-people national 
defense, home front, and country. Together with the 
Army, they must apply the motto: The entire people 
engage in national construction and defense, the entire 
armed forces engage in national defense and construc- 
tion. 


Because of its glorious mission, our Army will always 
remain Uncle Ho’s soldiers who are loyal to their party, 
country, and people and can fulfill all tasks, overcome all 
difficulties, and defeat all enemies! 


Ministries Hold Winter-Spring Crop Meeting 
BK251445 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 23 Dec 87 


[Text] Representatives of the Ministries of Energy, 
Water Conservancy, Agriculture and Food Industry 
recently held a conference with the State Planning Com- 
mission and the Meteorological and Hydrological Gen- 
eral Department to discuss and decide on the supply of 
electricity and fuel to serve the 1987-88 winter-spring 
crop. The conference reviewed supply of electricity and 
water to localities during the past winter-spring growing 
season, and decided to supply northern provinces with 
electricity to help them plow land, plant rice, and fight 
against drought and flood more effectively for this com- 
ing winter-spring crop as follows: 


Maximum supply of electric power at a time is 90,000- 
100,000 kw, and a normal supply is 70,000-80,000 kw. 
Small water pumping stations will be provided with 
electricity 16-18 hours per day; big stations, 20-24 hours 
per day. The monthly electric supply is fixed at 90,000- 
100,000 kw for January and February; 70,000-90,000 kw 
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for March; 70,000 kw for April; and 60,000 kw for May. 
Fuel supply for fighting against drought and flood in 
areas with no water pumping stations is fixed at 15,000 
tonnes. The Ministry of Energy requested that at least 
4,000 tonnes of fuel be supplied to An Lac District, 
Haiphong, to operate a gas turbine to ensure sufficient 
energy for the peak period of the season. 


These three ministries proposed that the State Planning 
Commission and the Ministry of Supply correctly pro- 
vide all the specified materials to the three sectors, while 
Striving to meet promptly urgent demands caused by 
natural calamities in order to serve agricultural produc- 
tion satisfactorily. These ministries also requested the 
Meteorological and Hydrological Department to 


promptly provide them with possible natural calamity 
information from 5 to 7 days in advance so that they can 
map out effective preventive measures. The three min- 
istries also affirmed their duty to carry out production 
and production support tasks most satisfactorily. 
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1987 Grain Obligation Plan Norm Reported 
BK291240 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 24 Dec 87 


[Summary] “The Grain Department of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food Industry reported that in conclud- 
ing grain procurement for 1987, the nation has achieved 
only 74.7% of the set target. Northern provinces con- 
cluded their procurement on 30 October, collecting 1.55 
million tonnes or 77.8% of the set plan norm. Southern 
provinces ended their procurement on 30 December 
with 1.625 million tonnes collected or 69.7% of the set 
plan’s norm, while central provinces procured 550,000 
tonnes, 95.3% of the target.” 


Generally speaking, grain procurement targets set by the 
state for 1987 have not been fulfilled by localities. 
“Regarding agricultural taxes, northern’ provinces 
achieved 86% of the set plan norm; southern provinces, 
54.2%. Regarding two-way contracts, northern provinces 
scored 52.7%: southern provinces, 65.5%.” 
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